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Whal le Yool Foe

You’ve probably seen thousands of photographs of beautiful rooms in maga-
zines and thought, “I wish I could design interiors like that!” But looking at these
pictures didn’t really help you learn how to decorate rooms better.

Why not? Because you didn’t know what to look for and why it was beauti-
ful. You couldn’t tell what the decorator had done to produce such a beautiful en-
vironment. Sure, the magazine told you where the designer got the sofa, the wall-
paper, the rug, the chairs, the tables, the lighting fixtures and the accessories.
Perhaps, it told you the style of furniture — this is Louis XVI ... that is Federal ...
this is Art Deco.

These are all important technical details — but knowing them didn’t help you
become a skilled interior designer any more than knowing the names of the paints
and brushes used by Leonardo da Vinci would help you produce the Mona Lisa.

The missing ingredient in this process is ;
knowing what to look for when you see a suc-
cessful interior. Once you know what to look
for, you will be able to learn how to achieve
similar results. And that’s the most important
thing we’re going to tell you.

From the very start, we want you to
learn the three Basic Guidelines that will be-
come the foundation of every successful inte-
rior you ever create.

1. A successful room is functional.

2. A successful room expresses a mood.

3. A successful room exhibits a sense of harmony.

Once you understand the three guidelines, you’ll start to look at successful

Unit 1 What to Look For
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rooms in a new way. You’ll not only like a room, you’ll know why you like it.
You’ll know what makes it work. And once you know this, you’ll be ready to

start designing rooms that have the same professional look. You will be an Interior

b

Designer!

/V
interior /n'tiorra/ n.
adj.
decorate /'dekarert/ vt.
fixture /'fikstfa/ n.

£A

A3, £ A

B, eoer ME R EIE
BERE

accessory /ak'sesar1/ n. [EGH

ingredient /1n'gri:dront/ n. ma, BE

guideline /'gardlain/ n. T4, T RN
functional /'fapkfonl/ adj. 2 e B

mood /mu:d/ n. S AR A
harmony /'ha:mani/ n. iR, ks
professional /pra'fefanl/ adj. Ak dy, 3Rk Y
Phrases & Expressions il

thousands of ) G

not ... any more than ... Faeeeen —H TR
from the very start M — F 45

in a new way VAFT8 B 2/ 7 R

be ready to Vi~ IR

w

LANS

Technical Terms L-

lighting fixtures

interior designer
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Notes

1. “I wish I could design interiors like that!” “ & # % § ST UM E A
&t
4k Y HE 48135 < ( Subjunctive Mood) o HEDLE TR BLIFEA M —Fh S 2 L f
P R S I ERLE ST RN A AR E AT ER S I
W R IE S 7E 2218 WA . — A B iA] wish, suggest, demand, order,
insist, propose % 5 i {9 18 M AT b LA . X AN
I wish she would be on my side. #& 7 2 4uabsb £ K/ — 4,

[ wish I could help him. A %2 & 4 it
He insisted that all of us should be there on time by any means. "%+ % %1
KRR ho T 4 & e 0 B AL,

2. Sure, the magazine told you where the designer got the sofa, the wallpaper,
the rug, the chairs, the tables, the lighting fixtures and the accessories. % 2K,
fe EA LR IREIILE 690 K AR b8 T R T O AR
P A
A —A i where 5| SRR AN
Please tell me where she is. % & f #&% # £ 7F)L

3. ... knowing them didn’t help you become a skilled interior designer any more
than knowing the names of the paints and brushes used by Leonardo da Vinci
would help you produce the Mona Lisa. -+ g i 3K B R AR B AR R A
— LR E AR R, R R S B § - A - TR AR
FHfe B L0 T o R A B AR A (R ) kR —AFHE R
knowing them #I knowing the names of the paints and brushes used by Leonar-
do da Vinci 7Eix H & & 8 4 i8] 58 4FE F15 . A not ... any more than ...
R —REHAS e "

He is not diligent any more than you. fbfefk—4F7R i
This question is not any more difficult than that one. XA~ R Fe AR/ 0] AL —
AR

4. Once you understand the three guidelines, you’ll start to look at successful
rooms in a new way. — AR T X = K35 F RN, ARSL AL A — AP H 69
KL T 0 B 1%t T o
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.
Once printed, this dictionary will be very popular. — B jig | iX K 13 i &
LK SIEUE ’

Once he arrives we can start. fb— 3| KAIETAFH F

5. You’ll know what makes it work. {4280 & iX #F49 %R 2 4o f £ A6
work 7E1X HUE R, W ASOR T . .
The sleeping pills worked. %8Rk 2542 7 4 .

R®Y Exercises

1. Answer the following questions after you have read the passage.
1) Will looking at good pictures help you learn how to decorate rooms better?
Why or why not?
2) Can a designer create a good room by knowing the lighting fixtures well?
3) What should you do when you see a successful interior?
4) What are the three basic guidelines of interior design?
5) Do you want to be an interior designer? What is the most important thing

you learn from this text?

2. Fill in each blank with a proper word beginning with the letter given.

A successful room is f . This is the most obvious
g of all. To be s , a room must serve its intended func-
tions. What is the basic function of a living room? Generally, it is a place
i conversation. In fact, another common function of a living room
is to provide an e for quiet reading. And the last function of the
living room is entertaining. A well-designed living room, therefore, should
P convenient table surfaces o which guests — and their
hosts — can place plates, cups, and glasses. All of this is obvious. Yet, the

subtleties ( #+4y) of providing for a functional environment are often

0 by amateur interior decorators. The starting point in all good
rooms, therefore, is to decide in a what functions the room is to
f

a» ¥. K %% English for Arts



3. Find proper words from the following box to describe the pictures below.

natural casual warm sophisticated
sleek modern mechanistic urban
rustic rugged traditional contemporary
country style adirondack style cool stark
casual /'k&zjual/ adj. REFN ARG, IFEX S
sophisticated /sa'fistikertid/ adj. T HA B0 IR
sleek /slitk/ adj. (shk) o iFey, AW
mechanistic / ;meka'nistik/ adj. AU, 69
rustic /'rastik/ adj. 5 AT IR 69 5 i Ah 69
rugged /'ragid/ adj. ALAE Y 5 & B A R
stark /sta:rk/ adj. Z) Fa g

What words come to mind when you look at the city apartment shown here?

Now, what words come to mind when you look at the country living room

here?

Unit 1 What to Look For



4. Translate the following sentences into English.
1) XA E R IP AT 4% AT A T 4T3k 8 A . (thousands of)
2) WAL OTHETFRESGFEZE®L, (wish)
3) M—JF45, Husk &2k 5 5] £ Ai%it. (from the very start)
4) AT E SR Riesk 4 s £ (be ready to)
5) EERRITFE, AAEFHM—FHFRBE L, (not ... any more than ...)

“
@ Background Reference

1. Louis XVI(1754-1793)
King of France (1774-1792). In 1789 he summoned the States-General ( = &
4-#L) , but he did not grant the reforms that were demanded and revolution fol-
lowed. Louis and his queen, Marie Antoinette, were executed in 1793.
Louis XVI style ( also called Neo Classic ) : Partly as a counter-movement to
the evolving Art Nouveau, the style features straight lines, turned and fluted
legs, and relief carved, generally symmetrical acanthus leaves, floral swags,

rope beadings and rosettes. Louis XVI style displays restrained elegance.

Louis XVI style (Neo Classic)

2. Federal
Relating to or characteristic of a style of architecture, furniture, and decoration
produced in the United States especially in the late 18th and early 19th centuries

67 YK HEE  English for Arts



and characterized by adaptations of classical forms combined with typically

American motifs.

Federal Style
3. Art Deco
A decorative and architectural style of the period 1925-1940, characterized by

geometric designs, bold colors, and the use of plastic and glass.

Hili

Ten Factors That Improve the Design of Your Living Room

1. Make sure the main activities can be carried out comfortably. The room

®
Unit 1 What to Look For n
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should be organized so that you can do all the activities comfortably. Planning
the main elements, such as the location of the TV and the traffic flow, will
help to achieve it.

Reduce the dominance of the television. Move your television out of the
living room if possible. Once it is switched on, it can demand your attention
and halt the conversation.

Move other activities to different rooms. When too many activities take
place in the living room, move some of them to another room.

Arrange the traffic flow efficiently. People should be able to sit and relax
without others pushing past them to get to the phone or the kitchen. You can
achieve this by arranging the furniture so that people can walk behind the so-
fas, without interrupting the conversation.

Make sure there’s a place for your guest’s coffee cup. Is there a coffee ta-
ble or nest of tables close at hand so that guests can put a cup of coffee on

them?

This town house living room dates back to the 1600s, and has a stone ingle-
nook fireplace. Low lighting contributes to a cosy atmosphere, and two sofas
opposite each other simply invite you to sit down. The family has exposed
the ceiling beams, and also did away with a hall, to make the room larger.
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