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EEMEHHRES (IVM)
By Xavier Fels,

Secretary General

Institut pour la ville

en mouvement

(City on the Move)

and Jean-Francgois Doulet,

Head of the China Program,
Institut pour la ville

en mouvement

(City on the Move)

Chinese city in movement

8

Since it was set up in 2001, Institut pour la
ville en mouvement (PSA Peugeot-Citroén)
has taken a cross-disciplinary approach to
the problem of establishing an urbanism
of mobility, i.e. an urbanism that is sensi-
tive to flows and the way they are embed-
ded within urban space. Because mobility
moulds the contemporary city, action
on the city needs to take account of the
increasing quantities and types of flows.

This text describes the main projects in
the Europe/China architecture and urban
design competition organised by IVM in
2005. The theme of this competition, which
attracted teams of teachers and students
from the architecture schools of Shanghai,
Wuhan, Guangzhou, Rotterdam, Berlin and
Paris, was "The sustainable city and the
new urban mobilities”. The objective of the
competition was to incorporate sustainabi-
lity imperatives into development plans on
sites with major transport challenges, such
as a river crossing in Wuhan, the need to
incorporate transport infrastructures as in
Guangzhou or the concentration of diffe-
rent traffic flows as in Shanghai.

The competition brought together networks
of Chinese and European partners who had
already taken part in meetings in 2003
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To find out all about

the City on the Move Institute

(PSA Peugeot-Citroén), go to its website in
French (www.ville-en-mouvement.com
English (www.city-on-the-move.com)
and Chinese (www.ivmchina.com)
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and 2004 in several Chinese cities around
the touring exhibition “Architecture on the
move!” created by the City on the Move
Institute (PSA Peugeot Citroén). Showcasing
innovative architectural projects, the exhibi-
tion generated animated and very fruitful
debate on potential high-quality solutions
for handling mobility spaces.

IVM is now approaching its partners in
Europe, China and Latin America for a new
project: an interactive exhibition on the
topic: “The street belongs to all of us!”. A
means of pursuing ideas and eliciting new
ideas on devising and designing new streets,
those spaces that we all use in different
ways and that will unquestionably long
continue to be a central part of urban life.

With imagination and great sensitivity to
the mobilities that make the city, the dif-
ferent projects in architecture, develop-
ment and urban design that the City on the
Move Institute (PSA Peugeot-Citroén) seeks
to focus on, are an invitation to all of us,
whether urban professionals or urbanites,
to take a different approach to movement
in the city.
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CREATIVE IDEAS
ON NEW URBAN
& SUSTAINABLE
MOBILITY
—PRESENTATION
OF THE DESIGN
COURSE AND
URBAN CONTEST
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By Didier Rebois,
coordinator program.

This publication shows the results of a Uni-
versity program organizing by the City on
the move’ Institute (introduction p.8), the
urban or architectural departments of three
Chinese Universities (Tongji University
Shanghai, SCUT Guangzhou, HUST Wuhan)
and three European Universities (TU Berlin,
ENSAPVS Paris, Berlage Institute Rotter-
dam). The goal was to develop a formation
for students in architecture and urban plan-
ning of the both continents to give them
a new competence to design sustainable
urban projects integrating the dynamic and
diversity of mobility in relation to urban
spaces. This teaching was structured as a
design course on one semester (February
June 2005) simultaneously in each univer-
sity, but also, to stimulate the diversity of
answers, as an urban contest evaluated
by a jury of experts (November 2005). It
was related to real urban contexts in Chi-
nese cities and enriched by the exchanges
between the European and Chinese stu-
dents during a seminar and teachers on the
topic (May 2005).

TOPIC: SUSTAINABLE CITY AND NEW
URBAN MOBILITY

The precise topic “sustainable city and
urban mobility” was chosen for its strategic
dimension. In the gigantic development of
the Chinese cities, the modernization of the
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Elevated highway in Shanghai
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ways of displacement facilitates mobility
on various scales and is a factor of dynamic
of urbanization. But these new networks,
beyond their purely technical goal to facili-
tate the urban flows, has to “deal” with the
urban context and takes into account their
effects on it.

Three subtopics were defined to precise this
interface between mobility and city in a
sustainable approach of the city:

1 - urbanizing the networks: Periphe-
ral net-works, ways penetrating, viaducts,
subway lines, spaces of transit, effective in
spite of the intensity of their use, cut them-
selves of their context and often disqualify
the urban environment. How to create an
architecture of the networks that connects
them to the urban context while protecting
the inhabitants from noise and pollution?

2 - interlacing the modes of displacement:
The rapid transport must not eliminate
mobility in its diversity (car, buses, bicycles,
pedestrians). How to create a continuous
land, integrating this diversity between the
diffuse buildings of the metropolis?

3 .- giving urbanity to the poles of
exchanges: The interface between two or
several types of transport must facilitate to
the users the passage of the one with the
others. How to articulate to the technical
functionality some urban intensity —servi-
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Different modes of displacement

Intermodal station

ces and public spaces?

To anchor the work of the Chinese and
European students in a reality, three sites
were selected in each city of the participa-
ting Chinese University with a specific sub-
topic in order to create a panel of strategic
questions.

In Guangzhou the question was develop
the city in between centre, ring and Pearl
river's banks Liwan district? How to recon-
sider the interface between the river indus-
trial banks (waste land), the internal new
ring road and the historical center (pre-
sentation p.86). In Shanghai the goal is to
give urbanity to a shopping urban center
District of Xujiahui. What type of structura-
tion of spaces (public and built) of the huge
commercial area related to the new railway
station (presentation p.112). In Wuhan, the
topic was how to change the use of the
fisrt bridge to start a new urbanization of
the sites around? (presentation p.158)

The program which involved 80 students
and 15 teachers of the six universities was
developed in three phases.

From October 2004 to February 2005, a
work of preparation permit to precise the
rules and in partnership with the three Chi-
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