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Preface of the Tangut Studies

In the early of 20th century, a huge collection of Xixia documents were discovered
in the Khara Khoto and Lingwu county, former in Inner Mongolia and later in Ningxia.
The finds were studied by scholars around the world, this " dead" characters which
look just like Chinese characters, were finally were decoded. The brothers of Luo
Fucheng, Luo Fuchang firstly began to study Tangut in China. Unfortunately, Luo
Fuchang lived only for 26 years; Luo Fucheng continued the research work, and
contributed to the Special Issue on Xixia Characters, but good time do not last long,
Luo Fucheng died during so called " Culture Revolution" , aged 61.

Xixia documens found in Lingwu were kept at Beiping library in 1929. When
Wang Jingru graduated from Qinghua University, he began to study on Xixia
characters, especially on Jin Guang Ming Zui Sheng Wang Jing, in Sanskrit Suvarna —
prabhasa . During 1931 — 1933, Wang Jingru published his academic result: Tangut
Studies, which made him get prize of Oriental Stanislas Julien in France in 1936.
1937, preeminentscholars, I. A. Ivanov and N. A. Nevski were died in prison as the
victims of Stalin’s purges. At the same period, the world war I broke out , Tangut
studies downcasted. |

Tangut studies revived around 1960, Nevski’s essays and manuscripts dictionary
and Soviet Union were published. Moreover, he was awarded highest prize of literature ;
Lenin Prize. The spring saw the Tangtology, many scholars devoted themselves to this
field, such as E. I. Kychnov in Soviet Union, Nishida Tatsuo and Hashimoto Mantaron
Japan. Pro. Wang Jingru began to recruit postgraduates. Li Fanwen, who formerly
worked at the Ethnic Institute of Social Science Academy of China, came to Ningxia
where is birthplace of Xixia kingdom.

In September 1985, Hei Boli, president of Ningxia, treated for famous Japanese
writer Yamasaki,the guest told the president pridely; Tangut belonged to China, but
Japan owned Tangutology. It is true that Tangutology " came back" to China later and
bloomed in China in short period through the hard work of many scholars.
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In May 1996, when Pro. Li Fanwen was invited to give lecture in Foreign
Language University of Tokyo, he gave the Homophones and The Pronunciation of
Northwest Dialects During the Song Dynasty to Japanese experts. Famous Japanese
linguist , Prof. Takata Tokio rewrite to Pro. Li Fanwen; in 1960s,Tangut was in china,
Tangutology in Japan; but after 1980, the situation changed completely. You are most
preeminent scholar in this field. ,

At present, many scholars like Pro. Li Fanwen devoted themselves to Tangutology.
For example, Pro. Han Yinsheng, who also formerly worked in the History Institute of
Social Science Academy of China, came to Ningxia a year later than Pro. Li Fanwen.
He spend many years to collect documents of Tangut, making the book of the Collection
Document of Dangxiang and Xixia from ancient Chinese sources, which more than 500
million words. The History of Tangut benefited a lot from it.

Now days, the Social Science Academy of Ningxia, Ningxia University, the 2nd
Northwest University for Monorities have founded reseach institute for Tangut studies,
some of them can enroll postgradates.

I am also graduated from history department, knowing the significance of Tangut in
Chinese history. Although Pro. Li aged more than 70, he still makes great efforts for
Tangutology, which moved me deeply. Pro. Li precides many key projects, such as the
General History of Tangut,the Documents Kept in China ,the Dictionary of Tangut etc.
The local government supported his work running years. Now, the Tangut studies
published which followed that of 1930s edited by Wang Jingru.

The new Tangut Studies will become the academic field of Tangut experts and
related scholars, I hope this work should be go on, and the Tangut Studies become
better and better, which is milestone of Tangutology.

Tangutology is a subject of most difficult as well as that of great influence . To
certain extent, heritage of Tangut is bright pearl of Chinese culture forever as well as
window of Chinese traditional culture. The window also is serviceable for opening and
developing of Ningxia. I believed that the bright future of Ningxia will see the

thriveness of the Tangut Studies.

Ma Qizhi
President of Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region

Jul. 9 ,2005
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