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(ARE5miRsA)EATREZTSFUR—ENENTH,H
BHUBEEETEZH KX ARIZEAHX R, X=AFE
REAEEN RFEAA—R-—ERXEAREZEEEZTREERE
FFh oy % R B ax A 7E B R 8247 (Apple and Weis,1983), £ #F
HHER LR REN ERHETR-—ANELLANAR THRAR
BT RKREM, ERBETNEABRRERECNTRI —

APREKEEWE R, CRGRF WA EE R wAA
HEFTEERTSETBNER, HXEEEABRRABASE XMW
34 A HSERSHEFRFOTRAFERFO LS, X84 %
AEREG L ENNERENERBAZRERAGEN, Bk,
AHRRE (BRHALGRE) — P EhABNERNES
(Apple,1979/2004), AT, AHEKF FF B XHFE. CEMTHEH
BRXEL 4 AHEMFEMMNERNAC, EEEZNE (B
RE@RKB)— P EAHLSERENRA TP REE HK T
R G E U AXRE R DERK. &
B . HARUFSFERRELEZTBALAFTEARLH TR, K H
HESRHEEAE T SARBRERN A FEFAL RS E
FHRRENER, Al KFFAFRT HFmFHEAHLRK
EHABRFEMNNET EHEXMUAKAHERRAIEKT R
AP UFRACHEFARR Y, BEZEWTHA THENEMNR -
THREMHERE PR L.
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R B W “E L F R)Apple, 2006)8 &8, #K,(EEX 5 HiRK
B ESWERERITHWEGESG L, ERCHBEIRE,
REZRTCHEHRAS LEBERE,

Hut, KB - BEFELELE AN, -~ REFTEmE R
A RAMTE B % A EEEAK, BT, BRSO R THIK
BAE R, RIXBEHAE -MER, Ew® LA RS, RITLHE
AE. HOHRIFE - NHUBAME L - BAEEL L LBE
HEWEE, R, RNEFETHYHEF KL X AHEREH
U H Mg &8 (Davis, 2004, p.77)e XA TH XMBAATERE
MEE, RAVYRERA-ANERLPEEE R, IFLE, FAK
HEFEE, RERIRGEEFE T L RE,

EwmAFHBENIERE R5RNEEL - EXEAERFERX
HEFAANEH, IRANARSESHARERA XML E
Stuart Hallty & R#ATRFW R L, Y “ERHEH LR w—
AMBE R RRFRAFR RS ERNEE EFIERE—4
FEXRMM @ R—F & (RS i) Rfv 8, 3 ATARSE
BUETRAMNTUKEE”, (Hall, 1988, p.36)

AKBWABLWELERETRFEXBFHHH Kt w84}
G, Wik, Y EEAHRABR IR, FEFELXRTERETRAESH
B, XA -LEENEE, o mEXFRFEXEST—R
ARG A2 A HRFEXIARAL” (Apple, 2006—W & E 2
REEFBHI THANE ERANAR S, MEMHEB T EL O
2o B, W TERAFT AL PHANLE —NEXS-HERE
REXSBEEFRABENEA —RNEFEFIERZAFEER
42 A B X H(Hall, 1988; Apple, 2000), # EX X%k FERMNEE
BEXBNEF: ARERTASBRET X KRS LR
MAE L EERZANEHIRERBRERNEEFR, WH,Eh
ERBMNEFVXEERAENBF ALK FEHL FEEK
KWHELEFHNENTROER, 52, BMNEHFEXE WS,
BRNEEFVMRERT 5 HMAAM, ERANHELLE, (Apple
and Buras, 2006)
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| “Preface” to the Chinese Edition of The State
! and the Politics of Knowledge

The State and the Politics of Knowledge continues the work I have
engaged in for the past three decades. My agenda has been to critically
examine the relationship between education and economic, political and
cultural power. All three of these are important, since I and many
others have tried to move away from reductive analyses that see
education as a simple reflection of economic dynamics (Apple and
Weis, 1983). Economic dynamics are indeed crucial, but education is a
complex phenomenon and cannot be understood in simplistic ways.
Understanding its complexity is one of the preconditions for
transforming it.

This book is a collective endeavor. It is the result of years of
discussions among all of its co-authors about how power works in
education. Much of its focus is on the struggles over ideology and
culture and how in many nations and regions the state acts as an arena
in which struggles over whose culture, whose values, and whose
ideologies are legitimate actually go on. Thus, it continues a path I first
set out in Ideology and Curriculum (Apple, 1979/2004). This book is
different in a number of ways, however. It is more nuanced in its
understanding of these struggles, especially in its detailed treatment of
the role of the state. Even more importantly, The State and the Politics
of Knowledge is considerably more international in its scope, with

chapters that deal with the United States, Norway and Sweden, Brazil,




Singapore and South Korea, as well as “minority nationalities” within
these nations and provinces. Finally, unlike many books that examine
the ways in which education reproduces the larger society, it deals
overtly with the role of education and both official and popular
knowledge in successful movements against unequal realities. It details,
for example, the ways in which Chinese communities in Singapore
fought hard to keep their language and culture alive and how this
challenged colonial power. It also deals with how, in very poor
communities in Brazil, educational transformations were employed as
part of a much larger effort to democratize the entire city.

Historically, the book you are about to read is a sequel to
Educating the “Right” Way (Apple, 2006), which also is being
translated into Chinese. However, The State and the Politics of
Knowledge extends the arguments I put forth there into new
international arenas. But it can stand alone and be understood without
having read the books that preceded it.

At times in this book, there will be chapters that are largely
theoretical. At other times, the chapters will be closely connected to the
daily life of people in schools and communities. Thus, theoretical and
qualitative investigations will be closely linked together. We do this for
one reason. As I mentioned earlier, we do not want to simplify. The
social world is not an organized and cohesive whole that waits for
academics to reveal great truths about it. Rather, the economic,
political and cultural world in which we live is a very messy and
complicated place (Davis, 2004, p.77). This is even more important for
the audience of this Chinese translation. I can think of no nation in the
world that is more complex than China. Indeed, every time I visit
China, I realize how much I still have to learn.

As will be evident in the chapters in this book, I and my coauthors
have been influenced a particular view of the role of theory. This view is

perhaps best expressed by the British critical cultural analyst Stuart Hall




when he says that “The purpose of theorizing is not to enhance one’s
intellectual or academic reputation but to enable us to grasp,
understand, and explain — to produce a more adequate knowledge of —
the historical [and current] world and its processes; and thereby to
inform our practices so that we may transform it (Hall, 1988, p.36).

A large part of this book examines the growth of conservative
movements and the struggles against them. Because of this, while a
major focus is on the state, a number of chapters examine the
connections between the state and civil society. There is a significant
reason for this. Neo-liberal and neo-conservative movements — what [
elsewhere call “conservative modernization” (Apple, 2006) ~— are
intent on radically transforming all of society, not simply those parts of
it that are under state control. Thus, in order to understand the place of
education in all of this — and to more fully understand the role the
state plays in such transformations — we need to look outside the state
as well as inside those areas under state control (Hall, 1988; Apple,
2000). And this means that we need to look at a number of things: the
ways in which identities are formed inside and outside of education; the
politics of popular culture; and the historically important ways in which
state policies may be challenged by movements outside the state itself.
Furthermore, it also requires that we pay close attention to the actual
effects of state policies as they work their ways down from the decisions
by governments to the daily lives of teachers, administrators, students
and parents. In other words, we need to look inside and outside at the
same time. And we need to pay close attention to the real lives of real
people in educational and other institutions (Apple and Buras, 2006).

But as I noted earlier, all of the authors of this book are also
deeply interested in social transformation. This is one of the reasons
why a number of chapters will devote their attention to the possibilities
and limits of educational reforms. These chapters as well are important

for Chinese readers. As recent reports indicate, there are great worries




in China about the growing inequalities in education. There are also
serious discussions about the education of minority nationalities. Topics
such as these form part of the core of The State and the Politics of
Knowledge. Thus, this book deals with a wide range of crucial topics. 1
hope that the material included in this book help you in both
understanding and acting on education so that it fulfills it promise to

all of the children of China.

Michael W. Apple

John Bascom Professor of
Curriculum and Instruction
and

Educational Policy Studies

University of Wisconsin, Madison
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B SEK, T B — N BT R - P L, AR, E
R—FEEEFFRANEE"E T 2R, BB FKFREH
EEBRNER THEHNFEARNENH2AEN SRR, 5 —FH
E5ARPREAMXARTHFE5ZH. B, BEXREFEERE
TR TRLTAHRCHGSAEMZ P, IHER, ERHFTE
ERMRZFEHXRZER AN MELHXEERALG, RO ER
RERMNAREARTHEAFOREAL, RIHEATHA X
Gyt E EA FREATERNR AN R oA EENERT X
BRI EXRA S, ARFEEMEL L NB AN E R R
WX, & WS SR,

Fo AR -ABEBWARRR, ENnEAERAT 54
RAWo RREAFUENN-FE-BRIXELANEL, £ 8
TERRREHF TR A5 EHHET £E Fmd am il R 5
B.EHE-SEXNER, BAANERE 2RBOsZ H W E 2
XFHHEH R ERAR RN R R TR,
BURHEREREALERA RO ASAE R, R EES E A
SEBE BF XM, AFEABEEL ER, KRB R BN
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EABERAMR YT YR EE L L E RS X GE P %4
HEHHATHR,

B RAFWEEF WA, GHERLECHEFREN
WRAZERORATE, XEREMEF 5T ERN PO,
HE -MHAREREZHEN, UREERB AT/ W, L
ECREYEEHT $ BAHER, XBEXRHAET HER WA
MBI UK ENAELEXREARPFTE RO MR Ak M5 R
FEARERR, T EERT XL A T AE T & Ry *
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