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Unit One

Language |
Speaking

Dialogue \

How to Study English

Li Ming. How to learn English according to your experience?

Liu Ying. Well, first you should be clear about the purpose of your English study.

Li Ming: Yes, | see. But can you recommend some good methods in learning Eng-
lish?

Liu Ying: You should develop a large vocabulary as quickly as possible, | think.

Li Ming: Of course. But it's difficult to memorize the new words.

Liu Ying: I used to keep a word-book with me and read it if | had time. But now | find
it's even better to enlarge the vocabulary through reading.

Li Ming. | think they will surely work. What else should | pay attention to?

Liu Ying: Sentence patterns! Yes, sentence patterns! | suggest you learn as many
sentence patterns as possible.

Li Ming: How about the grammar?

Liu Ying: Grammar? It's a big problem to Chinese students. You'd better use the
grammar you've learnt in practice, including listening, speaking, reading
and writing. And the most important thing is practice.

Li Ming: Weli, | see. Thank you very much.

Liu Ying: You're welcome.

o ———— — ————— ————— — —— o — — —— —
—— —— —— —— — —— — — — i r—— — ot i vt i i, ™

N e o e o e e — /
Practice

T T T T T T T T T - \
l/ 1. Match the parts on the left with those on the right. |
| (1) How to improve spoken English? A. Well, first, you should be confi- |
( dent of yourself and try to open |
| your mouth. |
| (2) Yes, | see. But can you give me B. O. K. You should enlarge your vo- [
| some good advice? cabulary. And at the same time, |
\ you must learn as many sentence )
Ny patterns as possible. /

— — —— — — — — —— — — — —— ——— ——— iy e it e s e e ot i e s e, e it




(3) 1 know. But | don’t know how to use C. It's my pleasure.

them when | talk to someone.

(4)Well, | see. Thanks. D. That's the problem. You must use
what you've learnt in practice as
much as possible. That's the most
important thing.

2. Write a dialogue like the one above about learning English. Use
these phrases to help you. :

A B
How to...? to enlarge one’s vocabulary
give sb. advice to memorize grammar rules
What else...? sentence patterns

Learning Foreign Languages

—By Marian Hobson Jeannere

Languages will continue to change. Even if English is becoming the universal lan-
guage, it will still take many different forms. Indeed the same could happen to English as
has happened to Chinese.

We will continue to teach other languages in some form, and not just for practical rea-
sons. Learning a language is good for your mental health; it forces you to understand an-
other cultural and intellectual system. So | think we should develop a more rational ap-
proach to the foreign languages available to students. Because so many people believe
it's no longer important to know another language, | fear that time spent on language
teaching in schools may well continue to reduce. But you can argue that learning another
language well is more tiring than, say,learning to play chess well—it involves sensitivity to
a set of complicated grammar rules, and also to the context.

Technology will certainly make a difference to the use of foreign languages. Comput-
ers may, for instance, help us do much translation work. But no one who has seen a com-
puter translation will think it can substitute for live knowledge of the different languages. A
machine will always be behind the times. Still more important is the fact that no computer
will ever get at the implications that may not be expressed but which carry much of the



meaning. In languages like Arabic the context is very important. Languages carry heavy
cultural baggage too—in French or German if you miss the cultural references behind a
word, you're very likely to be missing the meaning. It will be very hard to teach all that to

N

a computer.

century. | don't think foreign languages will really become less important and the num-
ber of people who speak it will decline, but they might be perceived to be—and that

Some people predict that fewer and fewer people will speak English in the 21°

would in the end be a very bad thing. Y,

e e e — A Emn e — —— w— — —— Sm—— ——— ——— - — St it e Mot it ittt s i i it i i

Notes
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. take...forms: EEHTREREMERAARBE R A “ EE”, take many different forms

(MFZAERAEIM) JUEEFER“FHFESELK,

other languages: X BigHRBERIMUIES , WEEARIRHHE IME”,

you can argue that: “{RTJI{F&BA-----”, AFER“ TR,

say: NI, ¥ FINEA, M ZH T for example, FALIIBR T IXEHE,

get at the implications: ERIESENX .

heavy cultural baggage: baggage MEERR2“17Z, 8", B“NMENXLER HTER
X, IABR AL RERISALITUR”

cultural references: “ X ¢S R” ,thpt 2 #ik”

New Words

universal [ ,juni'va:sal] a. HEAN

mental [ 'mentl] a. LB, BN
cultural [ 'kaltfor(a)!] a. 5xtkFEXEM
intellectual [inti'lektjual ] a. BN, MRK, BEH

rational [ 'reefonl] a. EMH,S5EN
approach [ a'prautf] n. R SE

available [ a'veilabl ] a. BAN,TUBEIKN
tiring [ 'taiorip ] a. ¥ ANEEN

involve [in'valv] v. &%, Bk, 8%
sensitivity [ ;sensi'tiviti ] n. UM

complicated [ 'komplikeitid ] a. BZmM, BB IERN
Arabic [ 'zerabik] a. FIRAM, AR
context [ 'kontekst] n EFTX, XENRIBXR
substitute [ 'sabstitjust] n &v. L, /%

live [laiv] a. JHH

implication [ impli'keifon]. n. BE7R




predict [ pri'dikt]

perceive [ pa'siiv]

decline [ di'klain]

n. I
v. M, R, BR
v. m, T, 3%

Phrases and Expressions

available to

be behind the times
be likely to

be perceived to be
in the end

make a difference to

HFE
ERTHA
BHORE
WA A
R Bk
(:d

may well fRETHE

Xebeee oo By R
B, K&

sensitivity to
substitute for

| . Reading Aloud

Read the following paragraph, paying attention to your pronuncia-
tion and intonation.

We will continue to teach other languages in some form, and not just for practical
reasons. Learning a language is good for your mental health; it forces you to under-
stand another cultural and intellectual system. So | think we should develop a more ra-
tional approach to the foreign languages available to students. Because so many peo-
ple believe it's no longer important to know another language, | fear that time spent on
language teaching in schools may well continue to reduce. But you can argue that
learning another language well is mare tiring than, say, learning to play chess well—it
N involves sensitivity to a set of complicated rules, and also to the context.

‘_-—_—.—_—_—_—_/

Il . Comprehension

1.Answer the following questions briefly.
(1) Why will languages continue to change according.to the author?
(2) Why does the author say learning a language is good to our mental health?
(8) What will make a difference to the use of foreign languages?
(4) Why can't a computer replace human translation?
(5) What do some people predict about English in the 21% century?




2. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false(F) ac-
cording to Text A.

(1) English will still take many different forms even if it is to become the universal
language.

(2) __ lLearning a language forces onée to understand another cultural and intellec-
tual system, so it's good for one’s mental health.

(3)___ The author predicts that computers will replace the human in translation in
the future. '

(4) _ The author thinks that more and more people will speak English in the 21°*
century.

(5) ____ The author thinks it's a bad thing if foreign languages become less impor-
tant.

3. Group discussion.
(1) Do you agree with the author that fewer and fewer people will speak English in the
21° century? -
(2) What role does technology play in the use of foreign languages?

lll . Vocabulary

1. Fill in each blank with an appropriate word or phrase from the box.
Change the form if necessary.

involve perceive live approach available
practice sensitivity to  substitute for prediction decline
(1) Can you recommend some good  to English study?
(2) Do you think robots can __ human beings in the future?
(3) Children are usually _ blame.
(4) To accept the position.you offer would ______myliving in London.
(5) The book you ordered is not
(6) On entering his house, we atonce  him to be a man of taste.
(7) ltwasa ___ broadcast, not a recording.
(8) Your invention is excellent, but not very |
(9) He _ to discuss his plans with the newspaper men.
(10) That scientist __that there will be an earthquake.

2. Complete each of the following sentences with an appropriate form of
the word in brackets.

(1) Human beings are more _ than animals. (ration)

(2) The books in the library must be to the students. (avail)

(3) War causes _ misery. (universe)

(4) The news that there will be an earthquake is justa . (predict)
(5) What arethe  of this statement? (imply)

5




V. Word Building
1. The suffixes-ment,-ation -sion and-ion are used to form nouns from

verbs. Study the table below and then give the noun from of each of the follow-
ing verbs. Make changes in the spelling where necessary.

(1) announce (2) collect

(3) examine B (4) develop

(5) connect (6) imagine

(7) permit (8) improve _
(9) participate (10) revise
(11) solve _ (12) concentrate
(13) organize (14) express
(15) move (16) divide

2. The suffixes -er and -or can be used to form nouns referring to someone
who does something. Now add -er or -or to the following words, or cut off -er
or -or to form new words, and fill in the following blanks with some of the new
words you have formed.

garden calculate  receive contain
command remain hiker inspect
steam process supervisor build
contribute consume painter teenage
(1) The position of manager involves training and all the clerks in the office.
(2) A school visits our school regularly and then reports to the board of edu-
cation about what he’s found.
(3) When you divide 12 by 5,the is 2.
(4) A new word would be a big help to our business; the old one is barely
working.
(5) Being a is a wonderful job for anyone who enjoys a quiet life and under-
stands what plants need.
(6) | don't understand why students can'’t use during exams; in real life, no
one does math in their heads anymore.
(7) The ordered his soldiers to attack the city under the cover of darkness.
(8) Some food can be kept fresh for weeks if it's stored in the right kind of
(9) During the spring time, many people go in the forests and mountains.
(10) The school is planning to form a team of to visit their sister school in

British this summer.

V. Cloze

1. Choose the appropriate word for each blank.

In every language, new words are constantly being (1) (invented/coined) to express
new aspects of developing culture. It might be a change in (2) (technology/science) ,

l
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which requires us to use laptop-computers( 2 ) , or e-mails. It might be a change in the (3)

(job-market/society ), which in the last few years has produced the word “dump” and
“downsize”.
Although new words are born every day, very few of them will be (4) (about/around)

the language in ten years’ time. So when you hear two young women talking to each other about a
young man who one of them met recently, what do you think is meant when one says “I'm not sure
whether to write a letter to him, or just e-mail him?” It is not your fault if you didn’t understand this.
The young woman was wondering whether to take a young man's phone number for a future (5)
__(meeting/date), or to forge him as(6)  (suitable/unsuitable).

How many of these new words will(7)  (exist/survive) no one can really say. No one
these days talk about the wireless, or beatniks, on the other hand, expressions such as Okay, Al-
right, and way of life, once new, are now(8)  (part/all)of normal, everyday English.

2. Translate the following sentences into English.

(1) EZHHZHREFE 1A . (available)
(2) 22 AFNE, (mental)
(3) MABENIES. (involve)
(4) FAEANEEERIEN T . (be behind the times)
(5) BRKIZABRMARAZE, (substitute for)
3. Translate the following paragraph into Chinese.

It is often said that English is quickly becoming a world language. It is certainly the most
widely used language in the world, and second only to Chinese in its number of native speak-
ers, but there are certain dangers in choosing English as an international language.

: N. K. Robey Stam """""" 5 :
| Admission Office v §
I Ball State University VIA AIR MAIL |
| Muncie, IN 47306 |
| U.S.A l
l Mr. Wan Yibing i
: Foreign Languages College i
l Hunan Normal University |
| Changsha, Hunan 330046 l
| P. R. China ;
& 4
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Notes

FHEX

1. BEAGE WHEAEFENELA ARVMFAANGH, BEEALE LAMFFREAL
ik,

2. B EAGRMUEAFEHPFRRETUE, RAEMNRTEE, RERIESN, EXARATS,

3. MMEMARGHE LA INBEIRRKEEEL LARINZIMA, :

4. BEABEAER BUARLBELRX, BTABTR. HEFIRFESERR, £S5
B, EEHIE, StV R/NEXR, BB ER, ARSI EE s M (E) BRBX R
=S, ®EEE®.

5. X T EHEMN BBEFRNEHEMEBIRY, EEFHEDFEAMUT , XAEEELT A,

6. WAXRHE —MEXNFH. FOBS2BHR, FENEEABUBEITD, FEEQ,

7.VIA AR MAIL #rEH L BEZ THXER, iRELZ EAAERER,

Practice

1. Translate the following phrases into Chinese.
(1) Via Air Mail
(2) Via Hong Kong
(3) Express Delivery
(4) Printed Matter
(5) If undelivered, please return to...
2. Write an envelope according to the styles mentioned above.
FEN BB MK 217 S HittE
BEASIAAEEMPWRKIC SEFLEHTT AL




Crazy English
—By Clair Froster

Let’s face it—English is a crazy language. There is no egg in eggplant nor ham in
hamburger; neither apple nor pine in pineapple. English muffins weren'’t invented in
England or French fries in France. Sweetmeats are candies while sweetbreads, which
aren’t sweet, are meat.

We take English for granted. But if we explore its paradox, we find that quick-
sand can work slowly, boxing rings are square and a guinea pig is neither from
Guinea nor is it a pig.

And why is that writers write but fingers don't fing, grocers don't groce and
hammers don’t ham? If the plural of tooth is teeth, why isn’t the plural of booth beeth?
One goose, 2 geese. So one moose, 2 meese? One index, 2 indices? Doesn't it
seem crazy that you can make amends but not one amend, that you comb through
annals of history but not a single annal? If you have a bunch of odds and ends and get
rid of all but one of them, what do you call it?

If teachers taught, why didn’t preachers praught? If a vegetarian eats vegeta-
bles, what does a humanitarian eat? If you wrote a letter, perhaps you bote your
tongue?

Sometimes | think all the English speakers should be sent to an asylum for the
verbal insanity. In what language do people recite at a play and play at a recital? Ship
by truck and send cargo by ship? Have noses that run and feet that smell? Park on
driveways and drive on parkways?

How can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same, while a wise man and a wise guy
are opposites? How can overlook and oversee be opposites, while quite a lot and quite a few
are alike? How can the weather be hot as hell one day and cold as hell another?

You have to marvel at the unique lunacy of a language in which your house can
burn up as it burns down, in which you fill in a form by filling it out and in which an a-
larm clock goes off by going on.

English was invented by people, not computers, and it reflects the creativity of
the human race( which, of course, isn't a race at all). That is why, when the stars
are out, they are visible, but when the lights are out, they are invisible. And why,
when | wind up my watch, | start it, but when | wind up this essay, | end it.

1. We take English for granted. {1528 YRHIBMEIF T,

2. And why is that writers write but fingers don't fing, ... fing 1 groce E{£& 3% write 1

writer > jE)B R, AR MAL,

3. Have noses that run and feet that smell? L B B 1% &2 feet that run, noses that

9
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10. wind up a watch.#

smell, BRNMREERE, BERARD T, XBH run 3558356, smell IEH R,
a slim chance =a fat chance. #f5¥1%&
. awise man. A ,BEBAA a wise guy: BEBEARIA , BE RAALEI A,
- as hell: R,3%E. RFAEFE, RR hell (GBI —8E#, VG —#4, ZJE hel 2

%‘(LTE/? ?

unique lunacy: B LNENFEZ,
il in 70 fill out R “EE" MR R; go off KHHE, XBIEMSE HREER(go on)

KRBT Sm,

RSE, T slim (B4 8Y) RISF 5 fat(FERERS) RBHER.

stars are out: 5 E EH I, M lights are out #54THR K .

BRLEERE,;

eggplant [ 'egpla:nt]
ham [ haem]

pineapple [ 'paineepl]
sweetmeat [ 'swiitmizt]
sweetbread [ 'swirtbred ]
explore [ iks'pla:]
paradox [ 'peeradoks]
quicksand [ 'kwiksaend ]
grocer [ 'grauss]

plural [ 'pluaral]

booth [ bu:0]

moose [ mu;s]

index [ 'indeks ]
amends [ a'mendz]
comb [ koum]

x annals [ 'aenalz]
bunch [ bantf]
preacher [ 'pristfa(r) ]

* vegetarian [ ,vedsi'tearion]
« humanitarian [ hju( 1) maeni'tearion’]

* asylum [ o'sailom]
verbal [ 'va:bal]

* insanity [ in'saeniti]
recite [ ri'sait]

recital [ ri'sait! ]

wind up an essay:

New Words

n

:3;:;33<3;;:m:33<;3;;3

HBR—REXE,

i

KB

R, Bk

X

%BA 41}*/ %*j't.

: ﬁﬂﬁ_@ﬂ’]%ﬁ RIS
LR

]

CBHH, EHER
IR, WAL

YR
E]

(BB, B
ARIE, IR, BT
-*}IL

(R RmEL

%’ ﬁ,%

CRBE GHA

ZRE

CABEXE

MR FT, BURRE, R
a.
n.
V.

IR
RIE
BBIE, Bid

BRI, EE

B PRI ECH IR T B A IUR IR A TR X A AT, 224 R T M AR B IR,
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cargo [ 'kargou] n fate, 51

driveway [ 'draivwei] n. £47i

parkway [ 'pazkwei] n(QUNBEEZBATH) Nx
X i, 2N E KBS

overlook [ jauva'luk] v. ZR

oversee [ jauva'sis ] v. R

marvel [ 'mazval ] v. KARR, BEEES

unique [ ju:'nizk] a. ME—AY, R

* lunacy [ 'ljuinasi] n. g

visible [ 'vizebl] a. BERILD

invisible [ in'vizabl] , a.BARLY, TR

Phrases and Expressions

boxing rings FHE,RRE
burn down SRR

burn up BRIE

English muffins FIURA G

fill in HE

fill out EF

French fries LT

guinea pig R,

marvel at X oo ERETRF
odds and ends TERH, BHESE

Comprehension

1. Answer the following questions briefly.
(1) Is guinea pig a kind of pig? If not, what's it?
(2) Is the plural form of the word ‘booth’ beeth?
(3) Do the phrases ‘fill in’ and “fill out’ mean the same?
(4) What does the phrase ‘ as hell” mean in the sentence ‘ How can the weather be hot
as hell one day and cold as hell another?’
(5) According to the last paragraph, what does English reflect?
2. Choose the best answer for each of the following questions or state-
ments. '
(1) Why does the author say English is a crazy language?
A. Because the people who speak it are crazy about it.
B. Because it’s different from any other language.
C. Because the meanings of some English words cannot be taken for granted.
D. Because it can make people crazy.
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