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Unit One

Section One

Reading for Enjoyment

Under the Weather

Test your knowledge about colds, Decide if each statement is TRUE or FALSE. Circle your

choice.

1. Colds can be cured by taking lots of Vitamin C.

2. Cold weather causes colds.

3. You should wash your hands after contact with places where germs hang

TRUE
TRUE
TRUE

out, like bathrooms and computers, to help stop you from catching a cold.

4, Using a tissue can help keep germs where they belong,and not in the air.
5. Itchy eyes are a symptom of a bad cold,not an allergy.
6. Mucus carries germs and irritants out of the body when you sneeze, which

is a reflex your body does automatically.

7. You should drink lots of water when you have a cold.
8. It’s best to cover your mouth when you cough or sneeze.

EXERCISE

Answer the following questions.

TRUE
TRUE
TRUE

TRUE
TRUE

1. How do you feel when you get a cold?
2. What do you think is the best way to cure a cold?

NEW WORDS

allergy [ '=lodzi] n.
automatically [o:to'maetikli] ad.
cure [ kjus] v.

germ [ d3zom | n.

irritant [ 'iritont ] n.

itchy [ 'itfi] a.

mucus [ 'mjutkes] n.

reflex [ 'ri:fleks] =.

sneeze [ sniz | v.

tissue [ 'tisjuz] n.

PHRASES AND EXPRESSIONS

hang out
under the weather
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FALSE
FALSE
FALSE

FALSE
FALSE
FALSE

FALSE
FALSE



Section Two Reading Comprehension

Rich Dad Poor Dad—Rich Dad’s Money Making Secrets

Robert T. Kiyosaki'

The most important thing to becoming rich is for you to have a mindset to want to become

rich. The reason I say that is this,is because I wanted to become rich when I played Monopoly,
that was, was nine years old. The greatest formula for wealth is found on that board game. When
I was nine years old my poor dad, the schoolteacher said,“Ah put the game away. Study, study,
study! You're wasting your time playing Monopoly. ”

And my rich dad said the formula,“You must open your mind and see the formula right on
Monopoly. ” He said, “It’s right in front of you.” And I went on“What’s the formula?” And
finally I learned the formula is, four green houses, red hotel, four green houses, red hotel. Today
I'm a rich man because all 1 ever did since the time I was 24 years old was buy four green houses,
sell them all, buy a red hotel, four green houses,red hotel. It’s not, you do not have to go to school
to become rich. Just play Monopoly; four green houses, red hotel. That is it.

Do not talk to poor people. Poor people will tell you,“Oh it’s too risky. Don’t do that, Don’t

take risk. Save your money. Play it safe. ” That is a poor person’s mindset. You must have open

mindset,open. And if you have an open mindset you will learn from everything, If you have a
closed mindset you will learn from nothing. So I think that is the most important thing.

No,I don’t have a salary. I only had a job four years in my life. I don’t want a salary. The
middle class and poor, what they want is high income. They think they want money. But they have

no wealth because they have no assets. You must know the difference between money and

wealth. Money will never make you rich. This makes you rich. I have large companies. I have lots

of stocks. I trade options. I have real estate, that’s what makes me rich so the money just comes in

whether I work or not.
Bill Gates only makes $ 500,000 a year. That’s all. I make more than him. That’s all he

makes but he’s worth $ 20 billion. I'm trying to tell you there is a very big difference between

income, money and wealth, So I have spent my life buying assets, businesses, stocks, real estate,
that’s what makes you rich,not a job. The reason the rich in America get richer is they pass this
on to their kids. My poor dad always said, “High paying job, high paying job, high paying job. ”
And my rich dad said,“Assets,assets,assets”, That’s the difference.

There’s a saying in America, the world will not change until the old men die, like me, you

know? So the strength that China has is you have the highest growth rate right now. You also

have a young population. In the next ten years, you will become,in my opinion, the richest country in

the world and you're in the best place at the best time. I commend you for being brilliant, brilliant
students and T wish you the best of luck for the future,so thank you very much,I appreciate it.

(569 words,from American English Handbook for Recitation,

China Construction Material Industry Press,2000)
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NEW WORDS
asset [ 'aset] 7. e
commend [ ko'mend] v. . 2
formula [ 'fomjula] 7. /N0 5 )]
mindset [ 'maindset ] 7. Bl =, L&
monopoly [ma'nopali\] n. —MZ KR EH” IR RITERE
real estate [ i'steit ] 7. A=
stock [stok ] 7. e EE , B4y
trade [ treid] . Feeeeer HIT e
NOTE

1. Robert T. Kiyosaki: Z1A%F « T. i RAUAEKERBERMENRBERBEA, RS LR
FER, MEAE T —RERFEF AT BAREHANMHRE . AT EBEROTEA
MARPE

EXERCISES

I . Choose the best answer.
1. What is the key to becoming rich according to the author?
A. You learn how to play Monopoly. B. You want to become rich.
C. You go to school and study. D. Don’t talk to poor people,
2. What is the poor people’s attitude to money according to the passage?
A. Save as much money as possible.
B. Buy houses and sell them to buy hotels.
C. Give them to the poor people.
D. Use them to learn things.
3. Which of the following are assets?
A. Clothes. B. High-paying jobs.
C. Money saved. D. Stocks.
4, Which of the following is true about Bill Gates according to the passage?
A, He earns 20 billion a year,
B. He earns more than the author does a year.
C. He has a lot of assets.
D. He played Monopoly as a kid.
5. Why did the author believe China would become the richest country in the world?
A. Because of the biggest population in China.
B. Because the old men in China died.
C. Because of the highest growth rate in China.

D. Because of strong leaders in China,
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1. Translate the following sentences into Chinese,
1. The most important thing to becoming rich is for you to have a mindset to want to become

rich.

2. Do not talk to poor people. Poor people will tell you, “Oh it’s too risky. Don’t do that. Don’t

take risk. Save your money. Play it safe, ”

3. The middle class and poor, what they want is high income, They think they want money. But

they have no wealth because they have no assets.

4, Money will never make you rich. This makes you rich. I have large companies. I have lots of
stocks. I trade options. I have real estates, that’s what makes me rich so the money just

comes in whether 1 work or not.

5. There’s a saying in America, the world will not change until the old man die, you know?

. Answer the following questions.
1. Can you explain the difference between money and assets after reading this passage?

2. Do you agree that people do not have to go to school to become rich? Why or why not?
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Unit Two

Section One Reading for Enjoyment

A Small Loan and an Expensive Car

A blonde walks into a bank in New York City. She says she’s going to Europe on business for
two weeks and needs to borrow $5,000. The bank officer says the bank will need some kind of
security for the loan,so the blonde hands over the key to a new Rolls Royce. The car is parked on
the street in front of the bank. She has the title,and everything checked out. The bank agrees to
accept the car as collateral for the loan,

Two weeks later, the blonde returns, repays the $5,000 and the interest, which comes to
$ 15. 41. The loan officer says, “While you were away, we checked you out,and found that you

are a multi-millionaire. What puzzles us is, why would you bother to borrow $5,000?”

NEW WORDS
blonde [ blond] n. S RABRKETA
bother [ 'bode] w. R
collateral [ ka'leetoral] a. HRY, FEHHH
interest [ 'intrist ] n. FIE
loan [ loun] n. S B RER B
puzzle [ 'pazl] v. () RRER, (fd) i, KR
security [ si'kjuariti | n. PRIES: , R4 5
title [ 'taitl | n. s, L, AR
PROPER NAME
Rolls Royce [ 'raulz 'rois | ST (L E 3 N — R SRR )
EXERCISE

Answer the following questions,
1. Can you guess what would be the blonde’s reply?

2. Is there any other similar case in daily life?
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Section Two Reading Comprehension

Never Say Never

Rosa Torcasio

I cannot remember a point in my life when I desired anything other than becoming a teacher.

As a child, I played' school with my little cousins and friends just so I could practice my future
career. But what I didn’t realize as a child was how expensive my dream was. I came from a

middle-class family,and it seemed as though we’d always struggled to make ends meet. My dream

of attending the University of Connecticut seemed so out of reach, but I wasn’t willing to settle

for anything less.

In the beginning of my senior year in high school, I began applying to colleges, but in my
heart I had already made my decision. The University of Connecticut was the one. But a huge hur-
dle stood between me and my dream—lack of financial resources.

At first,I was ready to give up. I mean, who was going to give me, the average high-school
girl, that kind of money? I wasn’t the smartest person in my class, not even close; but my heart
was in the right place,and I was determined. I knew that scholarships were only given to the really
smart kids,or so I thought. I applied for every scholarship I could get my hands on. What did I
have to lose? And then my guidance counselor® told me about the financial aid system. I applied,
but I didn’t think I would qualify for that either.

After the holidays, my friends started receiving their acceptance letters from college, and 1
eagerly anticipated mine, Finally, a letter arrived from the University of .Connecticut. Feelings of
fear and joy overwhelmed me,but I was ready, 1 opened the envelop with trembling hands as tears
came into my eyes. I had done it! I had been accepted to the University of Connecticut! 1 cried for
a while, feeling both extremely excited and afraid. I had worked so hard to get accepted; what if 1
was denied admission because of my financial status?

I had been working a full-time job, but that was barely enough to pay for tuition. My parents
couldn’t afford that kind of money,and 1 wasn’t going to pretend that they could. T was the first
person in my family who would attend a university,and I knew how proud my parents were; but
it was impossible for them to finance my education. However, my parents are incredible people,

and they taught me never to give up on my dreams, regardless of the obstacles that I encounter,

and never to lose sight of what I truly want out of life. My parents were right,and I continued to

believe in both myself and my dreams.
Months went by before T heard anything from the financial aid office. I assumed that I didn’t
qualify for aid, but I wasn’t ready to lose hope yet. At last,a letter arrived. I opened it eagerly, but

it was a false alarm. The letter requested more information in order to process my application.

This happened over and over,and my hopes kept getting shot down. Finally,a bulky envelope

arrived. I knew this was the one that would determine whether or not 1 could attend college, I

-6.
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opened the envelope and could hardly understand what any of the documents inside meant.

The following day, I brought the documents to school and asked my guidance counselor to

take a look at them. He looked up at me with a huge smile on his face and told me that not only

was financial aid going to help me out with my expenses, but I had also won two of the scholar-

ships I had applied for! 1 was in shock at first, then I cried. T had actually made my dream come

true.

I am now a junior at the University of Connecticut, pursuing a degree in English. In the

beginning of the new millennium, my dream will become a reality. I will be a teacher.

I live by this quote: “Reach for the sky because if you should happen to miss,you’ll still be

among the stars, ”

NEW WORDS

aid [eid] n.
anticipate [zen'tisipeit] v.
apply [o'plai] v.
average [ 'zeveorids] a.
bulky [ 'balki] a.
counselor [ 'kaunsalo] 7.
deny [di'nai] ».
desire [ di'zaia] v.
document [ 'dokijumant ] n.
encounter [ in'kaunta] w.
finance [ fai'nzens | v.
financial [ fai'naenfal] a.
junior [ 'd3unjs] n.

a.
hurdle [ 'hadl] .
incredible [in'kredsbl] a.
millennium [ mi'leniom] ~.
obstacle [ 'obstokl ] n.
overwhelm [ jouve'welm] w.
qualify [ 'kwolifai] .
quote [ kwout] n.
request [ ri'kwest ] v.
scholarship [ 'skolofip] .

status [ 'steitas | n.
tremble [ 'trembl] v.
tuition [ tju:'tfon] n.

(684 words,from Chicken Soup for the College Soul,
Health Communications, Inc. ,1999),
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PHRASES AND EXPRESSIONS

false alarm R
lose sight of AHEER,ZH, S0
make ends meet i T AR

PROPER NAME

Connecticut [ ko'netikot ] FREVEIK#% (EE M 4)
NOTES

1, play ;X B IR XA B, M2 AT A AR E R

2. guidance counselor; & #IUH, {1 E B TAEXMREPE4E, P2 AT WAERT
HEHTH RIS TR, M8 X 22 R AT RN MBI P EGBE 1. AT B R L
AR B

EXERCISES

1 . Choose the best answer,
1. What did the author want to do in the future?
A. She wanted to become anything but a teacher.
B. She wanted to become a teacher,
C. She wanted to play with her friends,
D. She wanted to stay with her family.
2. Her dream of attending college seemed impossible because
A. she was a slow student
B. her parents disagreed
C. her family had not enough money
D. girls were not allowed to do so
3. Which of the following is true according to the passage?
A. The author was accepted to a university but not the one she wanted.
B. The author was accepted to the university which she dreamed of.
C. The author was not accepted so she applied again.
D. The author was not accepted but she got a full-time job,
4, What did the author do to solve her problem?
A. She earned enough money by working full-time,
B. She asked her parents for help.
C. She borrowed money from her relatives,
D. She asked for help from the financial aid office.
5. What happened to the author in the end?
A. She received a letter and was turned down.

B. She got the financial aid as well as scholarships,

08.
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C. Her teacher helped her to get the money.
D. She did not get any reply.
I . Translate the following sentences into Chinese,

1....it seemed as though we’d always struggled to make ends meet.

2. My dream of attending the University of Connecticut seemed so out of reach,but 1 wasn’t

willing to settle for anything less.

3.... they taught me never to give up on my dreams, regardless of the obstacles that 1 encoun-

ter,and never to lose sight of what I truly want out of life,

4. At last,a letter arrived. I opened it eagerly, but it was a false alarm,

5.1 live by this quote: “Reach for the sky because if you should happen to miss,you’ll still be

among the stars, ”

. Answer the following questions,
1. What can you learn from the author?

2. What is your dream? Are there any difficulties in realizing your dream?
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