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Unit 1 Import & Export Commodity Inspection & Surveying Services in China L\\j

Unit 1

Import & Export Commodity Inspection
& Surveying Services in China

The development of international trade gives an impulse to commodity inspection. In
international trade,when a contract is concluded, both the sellers and the buyers must ob-
serve the contract terms. The sellers must deliver the goods in compliance with the stipula-
tions of the contract and the buyers must accept the goods,which are in conformity to the
terms of the contract. However,the seller and the buyer are usually located far away from
each other. So it is necessary to apply to an inspection authority, which is independent of
both the sellers and the buyers, for inspections on the quality,quantity and packing,etc. of
the goods and for issuance of relative inspection certificates.

Before 1949, China had established Commodity Inspection Bureau! to implement the
inspection of import and export commodities only in a few ports. After 1949, Import and
Export Commodity Inspection Bureau' was established by the government, administering
import and export commodity inspection of the whole country. The State Administration
for Entry-Exit Inspection and Quarantine of the People’s Republic of China was instituted
on April 4 1998, through the decision of the organizational reform of the State Council
which had been adopted by the National People’s Congress in 1998, with the realigning of
the former State Administration for Import & Export Commodity Inspection! (CCIB), the
former State Administration for Animal and Plant Quarantine! (CAPQ) as well as the for-
mer State Health Quarantine Administration! (CHF). In April 2001, General Administra-
tion of Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine of the People’s Republic of China!
(AQSIQ) was established by the State Council, merged by the former State Administration
for Entry-Exit Inspection and Quarantine of the People’s Republic of China! (CIQ) and the
former State Administration for Technology and Quality.

In order to meet the changing requirements of import and export commodity inspec-
tion,relevant laws and regulations were upgraded. The State Council published the Regula-
tions of the People's Republic of China on Imports and Exports Commodity Inspection in
1984. The Law of the People’s Republic of China on Import and Export Commodity In-
spection' Chereinafter referred to as the Inspection Law) was adopted by the Meeting of the
Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress in 1989, and issued by the president
of P. R. China. It was revised in 2002. According to the Inspection Law revised, Regula-
tions for the Implementation of the Inspection Law was published by the State Council
in 2005.

According to the Inspection l.aw, The State Council established the State Administra-
tion of Import and Export Commodity Inspection,which is in charge of the inspection work
of import and export commodities for the whole country. The local import and export com-
modity inspection authorities set up by the State Administration of Import and Export

Commodity Inspection are responsible for the inspection work of import and export com-
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modities in regions under their jurisdiction.
The inspection of import and export commodities shall be based on protecting the

safety and health of human, protecting the lives and health of animal and plant, protecting
environment, preventing fraud, and protecting national security. On this basis, the State
Administration of Commodity Inspection shall make, adjust and publish Entry-Exit Com-
modity Catalogue for Inspection and Quarantine Conducted by the Entry-Exit Inspection
and Quarantine Authorities! (hereinafter referred to as the Catalogue). Import and export
commodity inspection authorities shall perform statutory inspections on the import and ex-
port commodities included in the Catalogue,and those subject to compulsory inspection by
inspection and quarantine authorities (CIQ) in accordance with relevant laws,administra-
tive rules and regulations.

The inspection on import and export commodities subject to compulsory inspection by
the China Inspection and Quarantine Authorities (hereinafter referred to as CIQ Authori-
ties) shall cover not only the conformity to safety, hygiene, health,environmental protection
and fraud prevention,but also quality,quantity, weight,and so on. 2

For import and export commodities beyond statutory inspection, which are found not
up to the standards in quality,damaged,or short in weight or quantity,if the issuance of in-
spection certificates by CIQ Authorities for claim is necessary, the receivers shall apply to
CIQ Authorities for the issuance of inspection certificates.

For large invoices of import cargoes in bulk, perishable goods, solid wastes used as
materials and commodities damaged or short in weight or quantity,inspection should be ap-
plied and performed in discharging port.

For vessel holds, containers,airplanes or vehicles used for carrying perishable food or
frozen goods to export,the carriers, container stuffing organizations or their agents must,
before shipment,apply for suitability inspection on cleanliness, sanitation, refrigeration and
leak tightness. Those without undergoing inspection or found not in conformity with the
technical conditions for shipping shall not be permitted to carry cargoes.

Enterprises manufacturing packaging for dangerous export goods must apply to com-
modity inspection authorities for performance testing. Packaging is not permitted on dan-
gerous goods unless it is tested and qualifies for the certificates of performance tes-
ting. Enterprises producing dangerous export goods must apply to commodity inspection
authorities for inspection on the use of packaging. Dangerous goods with packaging which
has not undergone inspection or does not conform to the requirements after inspection are
not allowed for export.

Surveying service is an important part of import and export commodity inspection. At
present the scope of general surveying services of import and export commodities provided
by CIQ Authorities shall cover: survey of quantity and specifications, weight., packing of
import and export commodities,survey of damage to cargoes in respect to general/particu-
lar average® ,inspection of containers,damage survey of import cargoes,survey of technical
conditions for shipping exports,measurement of dead tonnage,survey of hatch,supervision
of loading or discharging and other surveying services (such as value appraisal of foreign-

invested assets,etc. ). The details are as follows:



