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GENERAL PREFACE

There are numerous historic and cultural cities and towns on the vast territory of this Divine Land; they are the cultural crystalliza-
tion of the long history of the Chinese Nation. Since 1982 the State has nominated 101 historic and cultural cities in successive 4
groups, and in 2003 it again nominated 10 historic cultural towns for the first time; now a great number of towns are enthusiastically
applying for the nomination, which explains that the State has raise the protection of historic towns to a new high, and also reflects
that people have got a common view on protecting heritages. Just as famous cities, famous historic towns are also provided with
relatively high cultural, scientific and artistic value, and carry the excellent tradition of varied regions and nationalities. Quite a few
famous towns have fortunately preserved much more cultural remains with distinctive special features, which are indeed precious.
Our country has a vast territory and a great many cities and towns, and the protection and rational development of historic and
cultural towns are well under way without signs of decline. The aim of our editing and publishing of this Series Picture Albums of
China's Famous Historic and Cultural Towns is that we would like, through introducing the historical and cultural essence of these
famous towns and protecting the efforts made for carrying forward traditional culture, to intensify the strength of the billows and

waves in protecting the famous towns.

Ruan Yisan
Member of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Head of National Research Centre of Historical Cities
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The Famous Town of Pingle

A famous historical and cultural town of China-the ancient Town of Pingle
is located in the southwestern part of City Qionglai under the jurisdiction of
City Chengdu in the Province of Sichuan, and is the largest organically
assigned town of City Qionglai, having been reputed as “first being level,
second being secure and third being in-between passes™. mwholemn
omeg!ehasma:uof?Osquarchn,amngwhschﬂzMyfm’md
town area amounts to 1.28 square km. There are buildings left from the
Ming and Qing Period of a floor space up to 235,400 squatemﬂﬁm pre-
served at a fineness degree as high as 85%.

The ancient town of Pingle was called “Pingluo” in ancient times, which
name was got because this smooth and green small basin has mountains
surrounding it, and had irrigation works constructed on its flatland to be-

come a settlement by developing farming and mulberry cultivation. In the

third year of the Kaibao Period of the Northern Song Dynasty (970), the
County of Huojing had its seat set at Pingluo for as long as 200 years, after
the Yuan Dynasty on the place was putunderthedmjummnof
Qiongzhou. In 1940 it was established mtolheTawnslupufPinMa.wﬁeh
name had been used up till after the founding of the New China. In 1950 the
town and township were separated, and in April 1983 the township was
cancelledwbm!dupdlcmwn wh:chwasnmned’lbwnl’inghw ‘and prac-
ticed the system of town administrating village. In March 1993 the place
wasrcnantdmmTownPingle‘qux:mbermcnmeg'fmmgulmd
“administrative divisions to annex the establishment of Township Xiaba that

was closely neighboring on Pingle i

unified name ut}Town"Piqgle. ¢

With a long history and a great gathering
upon tier of mountains and

that has its source from Peak

Town Pingle, andmltmeplma g

BC 150, tlwancnentwwnomeglehasahxsmryofmuZ,(KD}wswm
now. The widk {-renown enjoying “ni ient” el Pingle’s
too-long-to-tell cultural charm of-ancient streets, ancient temples, ancient
bridges, ancient trees, ancient weirs, ancient workshops, ancient ways, an-
The “scenery outside the town™ of the ancient Pingle causes one all the
more to acclaim as the acme of perfection: the Lugou Natural Scenic Area,
Hill Jinhua Scenic Area, Jinjigou Scenic Area, Hill Huajiu Scenic Area and “
Qm}hnAncmatCmnaRouheScmchma,auofthemamnmalm e
human civilization classics.

The wonder of Pingle lies in the small land bit’s presenting the rich and
splendid historical civilization of China.
i QnmeSoumemS:kRoad,mercnswemmglyresoundmgﬁwchtﬁd
melodious hoof-beat and copper bell ringing of the silk carrying caravans
ﬁvmtheancn n wmmSmthSlw.ﬂnmssullseumnglyﬂymgdu:whs-
dmgofmet\nnyﬂxpuﬁhemamfmlcdbyﬂmgchangmhswm
expedition to capture Meng Huo seven times; the mysterious and serene

. Courtyard Complex of Clan Li is seemingly reading with admiration the

best tale of the trbute giving of the “Number One Plantation under Heaven”;
and from among the stone slab paved streets there is been still carried on the

' romantic love between Sima Xiangru and Zhuo Wenjun; Mount Jinhua is
 seemingly telling the fairy tale of “‘the three cults”being integrated into one

combination™; and Lugou the secluded gully with blue waters and green
hills is mﬂdMSmng the clever wisdom of the descendants i

‘Altadnnglmpmwwetoﬂ‘leptmmondmzﬁmmm

menofﬁnglzndhaestoﬂe “five major principles” of protecting
a unified way, renovating the old as they were, no pulling a
mmgawaywﬂunﬂ:mofﬂ:counuysndefmmwn,maxpm

wellhepe
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Iﬂ%z Lyj Zhenjiang Memorial Archway
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It's 6m wide and 8m high, with flying eaves and turned-up
eave corners, and is the entrance symbol of the ancient
town. Standing in the Yanxiang Street section nearby the
bridge, the Zhenjiang Memorial Archway was erected by
later generations. On the side facing the street is the writing:
Qin’s port and Han's thoroughfare, with ridge in the south
and ferry in the north. And a couplet reads: the Baimo
River comes from the west to connect the Yangtze to gather
merchants from nine provinces to prosper the thousand-
year-old port town; riding dragon eastward to have the
continuous cities assembling goods from all corners to en-
rich people of a hundred-li vastness. On the side facing the
river is the writing: rivers in repeated emerald with ware-
house in the east and granary in the west. And a couplet
reads: beyond the bridge should be the fairyland of
Zhongling and Jinhua Buddhist territory, coming by ferry-
ing the river may be the Mount Qionglai’s elegant scenery
and Mount Wumeng's mist.

B 5 Overlook the Pingle 487135 Zhenjiang Memorial Archway
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The Tazi Flatland is at the entrance into the street, from where one can arrive upward to famed
Mount Ya’an, and downward fo the region of Chengdu and Pengxian. The situation is that the
goods are in smooth traffic and people are living in peace and prosperity, hence the name of
“Lucky Favor” for the street; the Fuhui Bridge is built at the entrance into the street, to signify

the connection with the “Changging”.
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Sited in the central section of the Fuhui Street, it is a lane of
the ancient town for streets along the river to arrive at the
riverside stone steps. Constructed at the same time with the
Fuhui Street, it has a water-purpose wharf at its end. The an-
cestors of the ancient fown were of honest and simple manners,
and they established a rule through long practice that: to fetch
water for cooking in the early morning, and to wash different
things after breakfast. Later a running water plant was set up
in the town, the Waterside Lane became to be used for wash-

ing different things.
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Thousand-year-old ancient banyan
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Popularly called ficus lacor, 13 of the Pingle ancient banyan trees are
standing along the river, and most of them are over a thousand years
old, with this one being the largest. Towering at the intersection of east
end of Fuhui Street and Xingle Bridge, it is over 1,500 years old. The
village fellows have had a custom to make their sons and daughters the
foster sons and daughters of the yellow rafter tree, with a view to praying
it to give protection for them to live a longevity life with lest illnesses and
dispositions; and they hold that the ancient banyan has a wonderful
function to eliminate diseases, so they very often touch the tree with their
hands; and these ancient ways and customs still exist now. Here is the
best place to lean on a balcony to look at the distant beautiful scenery of
the ancient town; the green shade towering into the sky, the Long Rain-
bow Seven-Opening Bridge, the pillar-supported houses, the stone slab
paved streets as well as the pubs and teahouses are all a panoramic
view one can have, and the beautiful scenery of the place here ranks first
in West Sichuan.

WLEHHS A view of the old banyans at a distance




