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Immortal Cave on the Luoji Mountain.
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Here is a mysterious land.

Here is a world full of fairy tales.

The Lesser and Greater Liangshan Mountains
in the A Mountains are famous for their beautiful,
fantastic, spectacular and magnificent peaks and
scenery. including the mysterious Luoji
Mountain, the scenic Lushan Mountain in south
Sichuan Province, the picturesque Longzhou
Mountain, the potted landscape-like Xiaoxiang
Mountain and the snow-covered Qialangduoji
Mountain. In addition, the mountains are the
southern edge of the habitat of great pandas and
the location of the national Dafengding Nature
Reserve of the variety and rarity of living things
and the provincial Yele and Mamize nature
reserves. Also here is rich in water system com-
posed of the Jinsha River winding its way for
500 kilometers, the Yalong River running from
northwest to southeast through four counties and
one city, the Dadu River going forward by
Ganluo, the north gate of China. This water sys-
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tem is a tourist gallery on waters. Furthermore,
in the mountainous areas, there are fairyland-like
Lugu Lake, Qionghai Lake which is as quiet and
beautiful as the Geneva Lake in Lausanne of
Switzerland, the scenic Mahu Lake, and the Yihai
Lake which witnessed the unity of various eth-
nic groups. In the Liangshan Y1 Autonomous
Prefecture the ethnic groups have their unique,
colorful and amazing customs. During the an-
nual Torch Festival, the Yi people demonstrate
their feelings through celebration activities. The
Liangshan Yi Autonomous Prefecture is the last
land of the Mosuo people who follow the matri-
archal marriage system and live by the Lugu
Lake. Visiting the prefecture will make tourists
remember the matriarchal community in the re-
mote years. The Xichang Satellite Launching Site
has achieved good reputation at home and abroad
and is praised as the Houston in the East. The
prefecture has a comfortable climate for holidays
and tours.

Even the great man Deng Xiaoping spoke
highly of the prefecture.
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The Liangshan Yi Autonomous Prefecture is a
community of the Yi minority people which was
called Ruosu, Nisu, Nasu, Luoluo or Sanni in
history. The historical records in Han language show
that Yi was once called Yi people meaning the
people always carrying their arrows on their backs.

1 Totem of Fire

The Yi people respect fire and express their feel-
ings through the annual Torch Festival—and the fir
soul roams about among the mysterious Liangsh
Mountains.

On the 24th day of the sixth lunar month, the Yi
people celebrate their grand festival - the Torch
Festival. On that day, the people, including those
from other places, disregard their social position,
sing and dance with torches in their hands for the
whole night, making a magnificent sea of torches.
Also there are horse race, ox and cock fights, wres-
tling, Miss Liangshan contest and Dati dance perfor-
mances. The festival is a demonstration of power, a
sea of songs, a festival of youth and love, shiowing
the strong and amazing local customs. In the past
few years the festival has attracted flocks of tour-
ists at home and abroad and is one of important cel-

ebrations Battractive to tourists to Sichuan.
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1. BEFENETIERE

2. PR G

3. WIBT LFTEN

4. EEEIEHR

1. The Yi minority people in Xichang celebrate their
Torch Festival in the evening.

2. The warm Red Robe Dance.

3. At the Torch Festival lovers express their feel-
ings through fire.

4. At a marriage ceremony of the Yi people. the bride
should be carried by a man.
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3. A ritual ceremony of the Yi ethnic group. 48914 VEDHSD
4. A horse race at the Torch Festival. 54 —ESTSVRICERTITIEEL

5. People are used to hold yellow umbrellas

at the torch festival.
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. The Torch Festival in Puge. 2IRIBEFED YA VIYE
2. An attractive scene of the Torch Festival. EBETET DT —EDOHEN - #fE
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2 Miss Liangshan Contest

The most beautiful girl was mainly selected
from tens of thousands of local girls by a special
group composed of experienced old and middle-
aged persons. The Miss Liangshan will become the
torch queen and receive appreciation from the au-
dience. She is chosen according to the impression
given to the group members. She should have a
well-proportioned build, regular features, and a fine
action. Also she should be reserved, refined and
beautiful and should be dressed elegantly. In addi-
tion, she should have black and bright long hair,
bright eyes with long and upward eyelash, smooth
lips, white and clean teeth and delicate fingers. Cer-
tainly she should be good in words and deeds and
in the way she gets along well with others.
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1~3. EMVEEGIR
4. [EEMILEVEIRENIR
5~6. EMOVERIDE
7. EERIEBHER

1-3. Beautiful Yi girls.

4. A Yi bride is dressing herself with the help
from others.

5-6. Beautiful Yi girls.

7. Miss Yi is so happy to win.
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3 Costumes

The costumes of the Yi people are colorful and
unique. In history, the Yi people were of different
tribes and lived scattered. So the Yi people from
different places wear varied costumes of different
patterns, demonstrating strong local styles.

Either men or women wear a “zaierwa’ cloak
or a felt cloak. “Zaierwa” or “wala™ in the Yi dia-
lects is a sleeveless cloak sewn with 13 pieces of
dark blue woolen cloth. Each piece is seven or eight
centimeters wide. The felt cloak is sewn with wool.
It is as thick as a coin and has 30-90 folds which
are six centimeters wide each. In original or blue
color, it is fastened at the throat with a woolen
thread. The “zaierwa™ and felt cloak are the must
of the Yi people, the old or young and the man or
woman. They use them as clothes during the day-
time and in the evening as a quilt.
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. Colorful costumes of Yi people.
2. The silver decorations wore by Yi people.

3. AYi girl and her colorful dress.

4. A children's dance.
5

. An old Yi man demonstrates his unique "zaierwa"
cloak.

6. A demonstration of Y1 costumes.
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After entering the Lugu Lake area. tourists can find the sacred Gemu
Mountain in the morning mist. Here you can hear love songs sang by the
Mosuo people, appreciate the costume of the Mosuo people and their dances.
Also you can take trough-like boats and enjoy the scenery on both sides of
the river. The beautiful mountains and waters as well as Mosuo customs
will connect what in your mind and attract people to go.

The Mosuo people living on the bank of the Lugu Lake are the last and
only group of the people who keep the customs of the matriarchal commu-
nity in China. The Mosuo women are the persons who have final say in the
family and deal with all things happened in the family. The unique matriar-
chal culture of the Mosuo people has become an attractive in modern society.
The most attractive custom is that the Mosuo men visit their lovers in the

evening, leaving boundless space for people to think.
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I. The Lugu Lake in Yanyuan in the morning. 5. The Jiacuo Dance from the Lugu Lake area. ABROBENWDONDIE

2. A quiet home of the Yi people. 6. The Mosuo girls carry water 2EREGE
3SBLUVEEADY

3. Happy Mosuo girls. 7. Hope of an old man.

4. The Lugu Lake in green color.
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3. The bridge across a meadow by the Lugu Lake EIEAEED HEUVE) DI
the Yi men always cross over it for visiting their 4. R ADBERAL

lovers in the evening. X

4. A ceremony for the people who become adults.

5. A Mosuo girl tries to ride a horse.

I. A ceremony to sacrifice to the Lugu Lake. 1E DB DA SR
2. The beautiful Lugu Lake. 2ELULVVESH




