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Abstract

This article mainly investigates the origin and the process of
Korean modernization in the 1960s ,1970s and Park’s role he played
in it.

Chapter one is Park’s thought of modernization and prerequisite of
“Han River Miracle”. It elaborates the political course after Korea’s
Recover and political chaos in the Second Republic period, extremely
serious financial difficulties and the disadvantage status between North
and South’s competition, Park’s individual grows experiences and
the origin of modernizations thought including “development of
dictatorship”, security safeguards and aid from the U.S., the
prominent principle of economic development social bases of
economic take off, etc. At that time, Korean political situation was in
mess; economy was completely ruined, which could be described
with “like a mess”, “having no hope vaguely”. The iron hand rule
was vivid portrayed. Park’s modernization thought and the
development of dictatorship was exactly the particular product in the
background. Park’s regime absorbed intellectuals to form elite’s
leading stage of modernization, with the prominent principle of
modernization development to stable the political stage, and offered
the political prerequisite to start modernization. Security safeguards
and aid from the U.S., the prominent principles of economic

development, colony legacy, land reform, urbanization and



O BRI -5-

education, etc. formed the international background and social basic
condition to set up modernization.

Chapter two is Park’s regime and Korean modernization take-off.
It elaborates the social and political premise of Korean economic
take-off, formation of economic development mode, U.S.” changing
policy to Korea, the normalization of Korean and Japan’s relation as
well as “special requirement” of Vietnam war which played positive
role to take off Korean economy. The construction of Kimpo
Highway was a successful example of modernization. In 1960s, the
prominent characteristic of Korean economy of modernization was
taking off. The prominent principle of economic development at
least had offered the essential precondition of taking off. With the
correlation of the fault policy of Park’s regime, the pressure from the
U.S. domestic enterprisers’ influence, the economic modernization
pattern which suitable for Korea found out its way and gradually
formed its patten and utilized the coherence system leaded by U.S.,
the realization of Korea-Japan normal relationship and the “special
requirement” of participated in Vietnam War had built the exterior
international environment, which made the modernization took off.
Beside the construction of Kimpo Highway symbolizing “Han River
Miracle”, during the economic take off, created representative
examples like, in prominent aspects of exportation double line typed
industrialization policy as guidance, vigorously developed the places
such as Nine Old Industrial Garden area that was labor-intensive
exportation processing industry; in the import substitution aspects
Pohung Ironworks and Wisun Petrifaction Industrial Garden Area.

Chapter three is the new choice facing with its new challenge of
Korean economic modernization. It mainly talks about the relax

between the North and West cold war situation and politics,
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economic crisis, the reform of dictatorship system, “ 8.3” urgent
measure to private debts freezing, carrying out heavy chemistry
industrial policy and so on. At the beginning of 1970s, the change of
cold war and developing crisis of Korea as well as the desire for
power made Park propose dictatorship system reform which offered
social political platform to carry out the heavy chemistry industrial
policy in force. “8.3” urgent measures offered the condition to the
companies in Korea switch to heavy chemistry industry. In the late
1970s, Middle East special need of construction eased up the energy
crisis during the process of heavy chemical industry. In 1970s, the
prominent characteristic of Korean economic modernization was
construction of heavy chemical industry and its successful pushing
forward made Korea to be one of the new industrial countries.
Chapter four is New Residential Quarter Movement. It elaborates
the rising and development of the New Residential Quarter
Movement, the grain’s increment during Park’s period, the New
Residential Quarter Movement leaders’ education and its
characteristics and influences. After the modernization took off,
Korean rural area was still in depression. For this reason, Park’s
politicians promoted the steps of rural area’s modernization through
the New Residential Quarter Movement. It also provided the stable
domestic basis for the continuous development of industrialization.
The New Residential Quarter Movement achieved the glorious
accomplishment. The countryside realized the electrification and
communication basically. The high-speed of increasing grain was
been called Korean “Green Revolution” by international society. On
the certain meaning, The New Residential Quarter Movement was
been regarded as a “Countryside Enlightenment Campaign” from the

top to the bottom. The New Residential Quarter Movement displayed
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beneficial and successful experiences for the countryside
modernization of other developing countries. The New Residential
Quarter Movement not only made the Korean countryside changed
impressively, but also gained the effective development of the urban
modernization.

Chapter five is Park’s doctrine rule and the appraisal to Korean
modernization. In this chapter, it mainly explains the ending of the
Park’s regime, the relation between “the development of
dictatorship” system and democracy, Korean modernization
experiences lessons and problems. Further development of Korean
modernization, surging democracy revolution and Korea-U.S.
deteriorating relation, these made Park’s withdraw from the
historical stage. On the relationship between “the development of
dictatorship” system and democracy, there is inseparable relation
between double line type industrialization policy and dictatorship,
which is the core made Korean modernization successful. In other
words, Park’s contribution to development is closely related with the
faults of dictatorship. If the state leader’s pursuit for economic
development and correct industrial policy are the successful
experiences of Korean modernization, then, high pressure politics of
military culture and dictatorship system, local clique principle and
the collusion between politics and economy are its lessons. During
his regime, he devoted himself to his country’s modernization,
objectively made enormous contribution to a long-term national
interest. Although he left the handle of political dictatorship, he is
undoubtedly the. great man to make his country stand erect among
nationalities in the world. Therefore Park’s contribution to the

development is more important than his fault of dictatorship.
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Conclusion part summarizes the main points of the context, and
puts forward the study conclusion of this essay.

This research pays attention to avoid unilateralist, makes every
effort to absorb predecessors’ research results, on this basis
combines quality study with quantity research; Macro research and
micro examples are studied and combined together. The discussion
of historical facts combines with appraisal, in order to evaluate Park
chunghee and Korean economic modernization to offer beneficial

experiences and lessons with the reference of history.

Keywords: Park chunghee; Han River Miracle; Dictatorship;

Modernization; double line type industrialization policy
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