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Chinese characters are made up of components.
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Knowing one component, you can learn many characters.
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Suggestions on How to Use

Learning Chinese Characters from Ms. Zhang is a set of textbooks for an elective
course of Chinese characters for foreign students in China without any Chinese learning
experience, especially those beginners coming from the non-Chinese character-culture.
In consideration of the real situation, in which those foreign students learn Chinese
characters in China, this set of textbooks includes Reading and Writing Chinese Char-
acters and From Characters to Words, separating in a proper way the teaching of writ-
ing Chinese characters from that of reading Chinese characters.

1. With the help of pictures, Reading and Writing Chinese Characters encourages
learners to associate pictographic elements with meanings. Grouping pictophonetic char-
acters by their pictographic elements, the book lays special emphasis on writing charac-
ters and analyzing the origin and structure of the charaéters, aiming at helping learners
establish a cognitive construct for Chinese characters.

2. Highlighting the formation of a character by combining different component
parts, From Characters to Words establishes association and analogy among Chinese
characters. The book groups pictophonetic characters by their phonetic elements and
provides various tips for memorizing characters, aiming at helping learners master a
system, by which they can change the regular pattern of Chinese characters’ formation
into a law of learning Chinese characters.

3. To help learners master Chinese characters effectively, the set of textbooks pays
attention to the relationship between the meaning of the character and that of the word
by offering some words formed by using the character being learned and providing some
example sentences for each of the words to be mastered. It is hoped that learners will
gain a better understanding of the characters and the words in context,

4, While carrying out Chinese characters teaching, the set of textbooks also intro-
duces various learning strategies, such as memorizing characters by recycling them re-
peatedly, associating new characters with the familiar ones by finding the similarity be-
tween them, and learning new characters with the help of the old ones etc. These strat-

egies will assist learners to master more Chinese characters,



In accordance with HSK Guidelines for Chinese Words and Characters issued by the
National Office for Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language, Learning Characters from
Ms. Zhang includes 1, 885 Chinese characters altogether, among which are all the Chi-
nese characters of Class A and Class B, over 260 of Class C and Class D characters and
20 not included in the guidelines (such as “#§”, “B” and “B&”). In Reading and Writ-
ing Chinese Characters 780 Chinese characters are taught, among which about 630 are
of Class A characters, over 120 of Class B characters and a few of Class C and Class D
characters as radicals.

Reading and Writing Chinese Characters has 25 lessons and From Characters to
Words, 30. Each of the lessons takes 2 hours to teach.

Reading and Writing Chinese Characters is equipped with a workbook and From
Characters to Words with CDs.

Zhang Huifen
Beijing Language and Culture University
June 2005
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The Order of Strokes for writing Chinese Characters (A)
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% " List of New Characters and Words
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one
two
three

ten

o B
B4

to work




10.

1o
12.
13,

15.
16.
L7s
18.

19.

%17

. worker

upward direction
to have class(es)
thousand

one thousand

noon
~ morning
- afternoon

noon

year
~ One year
. next year

last year

~ todo
~ work, to work

. exercise, homework

eight
person
(a measure word)

_ a person

day, the sky

today

tomorrow
downward direction

to finish class,class dismissed

B six

head

~ to close

to close a door
short of

O RFIRFiIRF(L)
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%) how many, how much
20. R | not
21. & ' line of business
Ik
22. 3%
%%
23. &%
—%
24, B Han, Chinese
5 Chinese (spoken language)
25. %
A
26. % ' too much, too many
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The Strokes and Writing of the New Characters

NFHEAEE

The Basic Strokes of Chinese Characters
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Horizontal Stroke
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G yl one

&5 EMLBE . BB, TRK.

e . san three

—— — —

— |,

5B BEE, BRI

EMZEERERSHEE.

[ I )

Vertical Stroke

I () sho ZMEETIES
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(4] + shi ten

KAEH.HEE. BAMEHEL.

e L. gong to work
T gongrén worker

- —
— —

RS, PR, B R B

(6 ] I shang  upward direction

E#R shang ké  to have class(es)
Il FIFE

EEERENAN, 5BHEE.

- :

Left-falling Stroke
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£7 ) I gian thousand

—F yi gidn  one thousand

FHFFC T

SR AT L B T R BN, R30S MO
.

The first stroke of F, slightly slantmg fm the iop"‘”“"‘
links with the central vertical stmke. i

(8] L—F‘ wlU noon

E4F  shangwll morning
T4 xiawl  afternoon
F14F zhongwtl  noon

kR

S A — UL, RATIEE W ORI, 55— % 8RS — N
B SR

’I‘nefirststmskecc;fll2 maslmleft-vfaumgs'mke
sttﬁke; an&ﬁ:emxddle horizonta smkexscmsse&%j

3

nian year

—4E  yinidn one year
BH4E mingnidn  next year
4 qunidn  last year

FlelelelEE T 1111

RERSHE _ERME, Ak,

The central vertical stroke joins the top horizontal stroke without crossing it.

(10 /f/lz zud todo

TAHE gongzud work,to work

YEMP  zudyé  exercise, homework




