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LITTLE MERMAID
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Written by Anderson (Dane)
Adapted by Wang Hengzhan
Translated by Wang Ping Wang Mingbo
[Hustrated by Zhou Xiaoyun
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Far out in the sea the water is
very, very blue. Deep down in the
water, there are many kinds of won-
derful plants. Fishes swim in and out
of the plants. This is the place where
the sea people live.
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In the very decpest place is the
king's palace. Its walls are made of
coral. The windows in the turrets are
made of bright amber. Its roof is cov-
ered in clam shells. which open and
shut freely with the flowing sea water.
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The sea king’s wife had died
many years ago. so his old mother
looked after him. She loved the little
sea princesses very much.
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The youngest was the most beau.
tiful of the six sea princesses. She had
very thin and delicate skin. And her
eyes were as blue as the sea. But, like
all the other princesses. she had no
legs. and the lower part of her body
was like the body of a fish.
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They often played all day in the
big rooms. Beautiful flowers grew out
of the walls.And they sported in the
pgarden outside the palace.lt was a
large garden full of plants and flowers.
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Each of the little princesses had
her own little garden inside the large
garden. Some  arranged  their
flowerbeds like a whale; some like a
little mermaid; the little prihcess ar-
ranged hers like a sun,
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The other princesses liked to dec-
orate their garden with strange things
found in sunken ships. But the little
sca princess loved a beautiful stone
statue of 4 man. She planted a roselike
willow ncar the statuc.
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The little mermaid loved to hear
the stories of ships, cities and animals
which her grandmother told. Her
grandmother said when she was fif-
teen years old, she could go to the sur-
face of the sea and see everything
there.
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The eldest princess was filteen
that year. the rest were all spaced
apart by one year of age. The eldesi
agreed to tell the others about cvery

thing that she saw on the surfuce of
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None of the siviers wanled to go
1o the surlace of the o w0 much as
the youngest sister.But > chance
would have it, she had to wan the
longest. On many nights she stood by
the open window, looking up through
the blue water,
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The eldest princess” turn 1o go to
the surface of the sea came. When she
came hack. she said what she liked to
do most was to keep close to the calm
seit shore under the moontight. and
ook at the lights in the oty and the

tewwer of the church.
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The voungest princess hstened
attentively. That night when she stood
hv her open window and looked up
through the sea. she thought of every-
thing her sister had said and seemed to
heur the church bell ringing.
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The next year the sccond sister
came back from the surface of the sca
and said, the most beautiful thing was
the bright sky, with the ever—changing
clouds and wild geese flying across it
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Another year passed. The third
sister went to the ocean’s surface. She
was the bravest of the six. and she
went up a river, which flowed to the
sea. She saw lovely green hills, palaces
and villages among the woods.
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At the bend of a little river she
met a group of naked children swim-
ming and playing games in the water.
Later she met a little dog which yap-
ped at her. she became aflraid and
went back Lo the sea.
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The fourth sister was not so
brave. She didnt go far away. She saw
a ship and a dolphin turning somer-
saults on the water, and the water col-

umn spouting from a huge whale.
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The fifth sister’s birthday was in
the winter. She saw some huge ice-
bergs. She climbed the largest iceberg
and watched the ships steering far
away from the iceberg.
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Dusk fell. The sky suddenly
clouded over. Thunder and lightning.
Large black waves surged on the sea,
the ice flashed ‘in the lightening. The
ships hauled down their sails. It was
awesome and terrifying.
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A month after their birthdays,
the sisters no longer talked of how
good it was above the sea. They con-
sidered heir own home more com-
fortable, But when dusk came the five
sisters often went up to the surface
hand in hand, and sang beautiful
SOTES.
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Al such times the youngest prin-
cess was very sad. She said.” Oh, 1
want so much to be fifteen! | know
that I shall love the land and the peo-

ple onit.”
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At last. she really became fifteen.
Her old grandmother gave her a gar-
land made of pearls and flowers, and
had eight clams stick to her tail to sig-
nify her distinguished status.
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“ Bye—bye!” she gave a wave 10
her grandmother. and swam graceful-
ly to the surface of the sca like a water
bubble.
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When she reached the ocean’s
surface, the sun was just going down.
The pole—star batted its beautiful eye
in a light—red sky. There was a big
ship with three masts anchored there

on the calm sea.
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When night came the lights on
the ship were all lit. The youngest
princess swam on the top of a wave,
and saw many men standing in the
cabin. The most handsome of them all

was 4 prince. He looked about sixteen.
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It was the prince’s birthday

today. The sailors were dancing in cel-
ebration on the deck. When the prince
came out more than a hundred rock-
ets shot into the sky. The voungest
princess became afraid und  dived
down into the sea. A minute futer she
popped her head out of the water
again.
(26) JXHWF, M F B AL
HREET FE. RIVEH AW
Pt R O o, S L LAY ol e
BMSE, W IR E TR
2 FE

This time she saw the stars in the
sky seem Lo fall down. making a
sound like many huge suns bursting
around her. The big shup was uightly
lit. Oh, how handsome the young
prince was!




27 ’ET, MPAKRERH
. s, HELEETR
B, BHEREANRIL, $—2&
JUdH R, —ZILEH R
42,

The night deepened. The little
mermaid still didn‘t leave the ship.
The ship set sail. but a storm arose in
the sea. The waves looked like huge
black mountains. The big ship was
tossed from side to side.
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The ship gave off a cracking of
noise. The mast was broken in half.
The ship began to sink. The people on
the ship were each trying to save his
own life. Suddenly the little mermaid
saw the prince.



