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Abstract

Rural governance, in this book, refers to the institutional
system through which not only can a nation execute efficient
management of state éffairs, public affairs, and rural organiza-
tions in country society, but also the members and their
groups in country society can express the demand of their own
interests, harmonize the differences, and share their rights and
obligations. Putting it more clearly, rural governance involves
three factors, i. e. institutions, mechanism, and process and
performance of governance. The focus of this book will be the
status quo, the structure and the effects of rural governance
in China after more than 20 years’ reform, especially in the
near decade. The analysis of the historical background of the
changes, the difficult position and its cause in rural governance
are will also given equal importance in the research.

This book is comprised of two parts. The first part in-
cludes five case studies, which describe the stories of demo-
cratic elections tavking place in Chinese countries and the status
in quo of rural governance in these villages. The five adminis-

trative villages in this book are not random samples. The value
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of these case studies is the direct description and impersonal
explanation of these elections. Moreover, these rural demo-
cratic electing activities took place in three different stages re-
spectively (i. e. difference in time dimension) and different
stages of economic and social development (i. e. difference in
space dimension). By observation of these elections in coun-
try society, we can understand the status quo of rural govern-
ance, the democracy building in China’ s country society and
its perspective.

The second part of this book analyzes the causes for disor-
ganization and disorder of the traditional structure of rural gov-
ernance, basing on the field studies by the author and some
research results from other scholars. The author points out
that the structure of politic organization in China’s country so-
ciety has undergone several changes since the democracy
building, especially the villagers ’ autonomy had been put in
practice. However, the crisis in China’ s country society has
not been settled, but gets more serious. On the basis of anal-
ysis of changes in economic systems and relationships, from
the theoretic frame of “nation-society”, the author discusses
the crisis in China’ s rural governance. According to the au-
thor, the institutional net which does not suit with the changes
of country society structure and the relationships of interests,
causes the rural governance crisis in current country society.
The essential issue of rural society reform in China is the re-

construction of the rural governance system.
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