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—— Analyzing the series of Dong

Cai's works “Soldiers”
Jianping Zhou

8 Soldiers

The characters of the series works “Soldier”:

Ziyu Liu: a famous general had a war with the Jin dynasty in the Nansong
dynasty. (1096-1146), named Yanxiu. Came from Chongan, Jianzhou
(Wuyi city, Fujian province today), lived in Wufuli Fugian County (Wufu
town today).

Xi Zhu :(1130-1200),a thinker of the Song dynasty of China ,named
Yuanhui ,called Huiai. Came from Wuyuan Huizhou (in jiangxi province
today).

Zedong Mao: (1893-1976),came from Xiangtan Hunan province, a great
Marxian, a proletarian revolutionist, a strategist and a theoretician.

Bin Laden: Osama Bin Laden was born in Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia; he is a seventeenth child of the fifty-two children in his family. He
command the terrorists to hijack the airplane and blasted the center of trade

and Five Corner Mansion in N.Y.U.S.A, there were 3000 peoples had died
in there.

Saddam Hussein: (1937 ~2006), the Iraq preceding president, a chairman
of the revolution command and committee, a generalissimo of the forc

Saddam was arrested at his hometown Tikrit in 14, Dec.2003, and hange
in 30, Dec.2006.
Jieshi Jiang: (1887-1975), named Zhongzheng, came from Fenghua,
ZelJiang province, a famous bourgeois revolutionist, a politician, a militarist
and a educationalist. Retreated in defeat to Taiwan in 1949, had been
presidents and Kuomintang presidents.
And so on

At the “Hunan the Fifth Exhibition of Art”, it is excited to Dong Cai
s works of the glass ‘s empaistic paintings. During four years, the magical




power of his works around my mind.

The energy of the humor and the clear of Dong Cai” s mind are from
the Changsha, It lets everyone know him in deep memory. So many floral
girls love he when saw him at once. His works let me think about “the
flower of evil” (les fleurs de mal). The spirit of hers always company with me.
Though today is the times that the poesy will die in the network. | believe
Dong Cai belongs to the art. He has an enthusiastic adoration and a
fantastic thinking. He admires the spirit and feeling lovely. He is one of the
painters that expressing the specific sensation about the life and the death,
the love and the hate.

In 2007,Dong Cai” s series works “Soldiers” let me startled. The
aspect of the works looks like to come through a foray-a lot of the thick
paints, the rosins, the sands, the shell-lacs and all kinds of oil matters pile

up on the blocks of the great gravestones. These gravestones that have the
elliptical top are 3.36 meters high and 1.45 meters width. They came from
‘A especial Shendao gravestone of Hui Chong who was a Youchaoyi
officer had died in the Song dynasty was gave to Shaofu Liu". The Xizhu
wrote to Ziyu Liu who a famous general had a war with the e Jin dynasty in
the Nansong dynasty. This gravestone was in 33 years after Ziyu Liu had
passed away. Ziyu Liu"s older son Gong Liu had let Xi Zhu made when he
in the sick into death time in 6 years of the Chunxi times. Xizhu had lost
father in the childhood. His father Song Zhu put his son and wife to his good
friend Ziyu Liu. Xi Zhu wrote a 3725 words book “A Daoshen Gravestone
“in Kaishu font and by the biography types of literature .There had written
a story that the army had a war with Jin dynasty by Ziyu Liu"s command,
and had depicted the life of Ziyu Liu" s character and achievement. This
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gravestone at the Gongchen Mountai, Wufu town, Mindi area. Moved to the
Sanqing palace in 1981.This gravestone collected at the “Xizhu Memorial”,
Wuyi Mountain, Fujian province. Dong Cai’ s works just paints on this
romantic gravestone.

“Soldiers - 1976", “soldiers - 2006" and so on want to express the
great man who influences the peace of world and the human being. These
images let me think of the calamity of the human being that had been come
through or will to face. The true of all the images hide in the silent of the
author. In a word, from the deformity to the perfection, from the body to the
spirit, from the experience of himself to the experience of the all human,
from the sigh with regret of the history to the puzzle of today, using a kind
of whoop and despair, to express anxiety and tension from the heart by a

clear and the convulse watcher’ s language.

For supposing, there is not a internal relation between the works
“Soldiers” and Ziyu Liu. The menu of painting has a still and a fearing
conflict after the variability. The mysticism of the history and sculpt of
arbitrary nearly, which let me in a scene of cultural pressure. Listening the
small groan of historical affairs. The “Daoshen Gravestone “ just a
carrier. It can let the soul to shock and feel the all kinds of enthusiasm and
presented richly.

The latest works of Dong Cai’ s let me associate the works of italic
artist Kokacinski, whose works show in the china art museum in sep 2006.
It cannot find his affecting brushwork and art created deeply if just watch the
lots of the presswork and the pictures. Today 's new media art to be clear




by the media, some art let the watchers get true feel by face to face.
Kokacinski” s works are belonging to the latter; Dong Cai’ s works are
belonging to the latter too. Through the limited of the time and the space,
let us in the scene of tomb setting. From the image to the media, the
meaning of the works can be broke by touch full of the conundrum. This is
a complexity-thinking world by complexity image configuration. So, his art
will tells people a sensibility and a fate of peoples can understand but have
not experienced. Dong Cai’s works comes from his historical thinking and
realistic spirit. He uses this painting language in same time; his works have
a visual atmosphere between the drawing and the sculpture setting. His
works not only have a three-dimensional special effect, but also have
experiential characters of modern visual art from modern times to the

present age.

Dong Cai was born in Changsha-the noise city. The lost memory in his
unconsciousness deeply gives an un-oblivious brand in the wounds of his
life. That is under the Dong Cai’ s stock, the grandeur and the banality
always to be the cementation like confrontation and separation. This in a
group of his works “the Sunflower Season” by line-drawing in forepart
especially. There has a creative desire flowed in the works. | think the spirit
of the Chu cultural romanticism through the spirit of him. So Cai uses the
history in especial ways. The series “Soldiers” dialyze a lot of historical
cold. Itis the anaesthesia and the oppression of the realistic life, to show the
force and evil of city.

As a painter, Dong Cai is very interesting in the materials and the
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characters. This is relating to his a lot of circumstance designs. He has not
limited in these. Walter Benjamin about “the art of the machine copy times
". He said: the nature had the impression of history; a mysterious meaning
of the nature and history " s had a fine link. Dong cai’ s works which drew
on the gravestones had the peoples who had effected the world. It had the
historical and humanistic memories. The history cannot define it with the
accurate images and the material words: all the things in the rule are through
with the fate. Xi Zhu, Ziyu Liu VS Zedong Mao; Xi Zhu, Ziyu Liu VS Bin
Laden; Xi Zhu, Ziyu Liu VS Saddam; Xi Zhu, Ziyu Liu VS Jieshi Jiang and
so on, Dong Cai uses the history and colludes the history too. The painter
says it is the “Archaeology” or“New Find In The Archaeology” in the field
of the hermeneutic. It lets us have an illusion of in the archaeological scene.

Dong Cai has a strong style of the “Changsha Cool Guy". In his blog,
some girl said: can | adore you? | am a pretty “MM"; | am looking for my
master, | like your painting. Dong Cai’ s Changsha language is a sterling
Changsha Nanmen ' s language; Dong Cai" s humor also is a Changsha’
s humor. In this city, it is losses the humor as the field of art losses Dong Cai.
But his works let me have not feeling the humor. They are so heaviness and
autarchy and they let you feel asphyxia---let me think of a poem in before:
The sky like a huge cave yesterday/ A group of dirty spiders climb here/
Spinning in our brains/ Suddenly, the big bell is crying ragefully in the
Changsha railway station/The horrific roar to the sky/-The lines of longer
hearses, strains of music accompanied by drumbeats are silence/ Putting
over slowly my heart/ But the distress of the barbarity and the cruel/ Prick up




the black flag on my lop head. Dong Cai’s works carry out a soul of angry
and revelatory, and to open the moral heart with the added acuity day and
day. His works nearing the art let people shocked and lost all kinds of the
hedonism. It is an important that have high possibility to touch the quality of
the “Make”. It is the wound because a heavy shock and the soul like
Dantesque to affect his power. It is a magic poem of fear and desperation.

| like Dong Cai, he live for art and exist for art. The life and the death
through his works nearly. | think the death will be a dazzling montage if we
had died. Having death luckily, the life to be expressed self. He is full of the
enthusiasm, to embrace the life crazily, to disdain the autarchy. He cures the
wounds of universal peoples” spirits by life, by blood and to turn out an
additional fable of culture in the present age.

At Gaogiao, Changsha

Aug ,17th,2007
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