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Abstract

The Green Book of China’s Environment: Crisis and Turning of China’s Environment
(2008) is an annual report of China’s environment complied by Friends of Nature
(FON), a Chinese environmental organization. It was achieved with the great effort
of the renowned scholar Yang Dongping, President of FON, as chief editor and a
number of outstanding scholars, NGO backbones and media Jjournalists.

2007 saw the coexistence of crisis with opportunities in China’s environmental
protection full of forces in transformation and game.

Represented by the blue algae incident in Taihu Lake, pollution in rivers and lakes
reached a dangerous threshold, overturned the development model of pursuing GDP
increment at the expense of the environment. China is one of the countries with the
most significant characteristics of global warming. In 2007, the emergency of climate
disasters and extreme climate events aggravated people’s attention and concern on climate
change. The over-exploitation of the Yangtze River and the deterioration of the
ecosystem in Yangtze River stimulated both the social attention and people’s new
suspicion and anxiety of the Three Gorges Project. The resistance to Green GDP
Evaluation and to legislating of Planning Environment Assessment Ordinance not only
indicated the strong inertia of the traditional development model but also exposed the
“ special interest groups” once again becoming one of the leading causes on
environmental deterioration. ‘

The initial success in “Energy-saving Emission-reducing” and the beginning decline
in pollutahts emission were the highlight in China’s environmental protection in 2007.
Actions of “Suspension of approval on basin projects ( before required environmental
standards are met)” and “Suspension of approval on regional projects” beat both two
powerful interest groups: the local governments and the enterprises. The game over
environmental protection was heading towards the white-hot confrontation.  “ Green
Credit” contained the blind expansion of high energy-consuming and high pollution-
emitting industry through mechanism innovation. 2007 was a decisive year for preparing

the Olympic Games. “ Green Olympics” had achieved the established milestones-the



successfully downsized stadiums and the lowest subway fare in Beijing compared to the
national level. In Xiamen City and Beijing Liulitun Community, the rational voicing
of public opinions succeeded to push the project of serious environmental pollution out
of implementation, which indicated the emerging forces of public participation. Several
active public advocacy activities, such as: Chinese civil society’s research on global
climate change, environmental NGO’s intensive capacity-building, popular action of
20% energy-saving, green travel, action on plastic bag reduction, all of these are
indications of deepening development of public participation. The forth-coming
“ Environmental Information Disclosure Procedures” will further promote public
participation in environmental protection.

il

The “ecological civilization” proposed by the 17" National Congress of the
Community Party of China deepened and enriched the connotation of the concept of
scientific development, proclaiming the strong determination of sustainable
development, which marks a crucial milestone in the “Long March of Green” of the
1. 3 billion Chinese people.

The turning point of environmental protection is around the corner. However,
the outlook of China’s ecological restoration and environmental protection is hardly
optimistic due to various causes, including the huge inertia of the traditional mode of
economic development, the irreversible ecological changes; the fact that the pollution
discharge of some places has already exceeded environmental carrying capacity, and the
negative impacts of global warming and other factors. ODCE report said: “ China’s
economy development was approaching rapidly to the developed countries while the
environmental performance was yet close to the world’s poorest countries. ” People
realize that the public are the ultimate driven force to solve China’s severe environmental
issue. The road to “ecological civilization” in China is destined to be tortuous and
sinuous, arduous and protracted.

This Green book highlighted China’s environmental performance from the
perspective of civil records, scrutiny and deliberation, and principally based on figures
and facts, emphasizing empirical and authenticity in order to be authoritative. The English
version of Green Book of Environment: Changes and Struggles of China’s Environment

(2006) has been published by Brill Academic Publishers ( Netherlands) .
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