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The Danube’s significance both as a route for Europe’
s commerce and trade, a cultural meeting place, and not
least as a holiday destination of unique allure has expanded
steadily since the fall of the Iron Curtain. And so too has
interest about the river and the region.

Publication of this book by Qun Chen, who captures
atmosphere and impressions with his camera with such
consummate artistry, provides a most welcome opportunity
to make the Danube yet better known. On its journey of
almost 3,000 kilometres across Europe from west to east,
from Black Forest to Black Sea, the great river traverses
ten nations—Germany, Austria, Slovakia, Hungary, Croatia,
Serbia, Bulgaria, Romania, Moldavia and Ukraine. Like an
enchanted ribbon the Danube winds through great historic
cities like Vienna, Bratislava, Budapest and Belgrade, past
picturesque villages, magnificent castles, palaces and
monasteries, and areas of untouched natural splendour—
first and foremost the Danube Delta. It is a river of life, a
vital and vibrant artery for the people who live along its
banks with busy harbours. And it is a river of history and
tales and myth. May this book inspire readers to experience
the magic of the Danube for themselves.

Ursula Deutsch
General Secretary
Danube Tourist Commission
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How does it feel, how does it feel?

To be on your own, without a home.

Like a complete unknown, like a rolling stone
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The power of the empire has faded into the history, yet its
elegancy remains.
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A plant growing on a cliff has stronger life. Flowers in a harsh

environment bloom more beautifully.
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Danube separate Buda and Pest, but blends the glory from
yesterday and the puzzling reality of today.
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Mediterranean bleach is bathed in sunshine, yet there are
corners with bullet holes and ruins to be remembered.
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History keeps repeating itself, what goes around shall come
around. The important thing is never give-up.
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Somehow, somewhere, flow of a river will eventually merge into
the great sea.
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Doesn’ t matter how strong a river shall become, it always
starts gentle and tender.
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