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nder the pure, dustless sky are verdant and
U luxuriant mountains forests. Here, do you
hear the footsteps of the wind of time passing
the snow-capped peaks and mountain forests?
Did you see the verdurous-blue rays emitted
from the plateau lakes? The sky watches all
manifestations of nature, while water embod-
ies four seasons. Those are nothing but bright
eyes of passionate girls, quite close to the sky.
People believe that if there is really a
wonderland, it must be Jiuzhaigou; and that if
there is really a fairyland on earth, it must be

Huanglong.

Two Scenic Wonders

It seems that nature had a special love for
the majestic Minshan Mountains. In the depth
of the mountains, it created two wonders:
Jiuzhaigou, dubbed as “King of Chinese
Waterscapes;™ and Huanglong, reputed to be a
“Fairyland on Earth.” To people’s
astonishment, these two scenic wonders are
only separated by a mountain, their straight-
line distance less than 50 kilometers.

The Jiuzhaigou Scenic Area, located in
Jiuzhaigou County in the Aba Tibetan and
Qiang Autonomous Prefecture, Sichuan
Province, features a mountain-surrounded Y-
shaped valley and a galaxy of water. Here, 114
terraced lakes, 17 waterfall complexes, five
calcified shoals, 47 springs, and 11 torrential
streams, scattered at different altitudes with a
1,870-meter dumping height among 12 snow-
clad peaks, are gracefully connected within a
distance of nearly 60 kilometers, composing
an unparalleled enchanting landscape featur-
ing alpine lakes, waterfall complexes, and cal-
cified shoals. Inlaid among the verdant forests
and green valleys, in particular, are crystal-
clear lakes, producing gorgeous multiple col-
ors in the rays of the sunshine. Entering
Jiuzhaigou, you will find yourself in a fairy-
land as what you met in your dream.

The Huanglong Scenic Area sprawls in

the territory of Songpan County, Sichuan

iuzhaigou-Huanglong

Unparalleled Natural Beauty

Province’s Aba Tibetan and Qiang Autonomous
Prefecture. With the snow-clad mountain standing
as a barrier, transportation between the two scenic
areas requires a highway detour of more than 100
kilometers. Milky-yellow substances of calcium car-
bonate carpet nearly all across the 8-km Huanglong
Gully, making it like a yellow dragon crouching
beneath the snow-capped peaks. Green waters run-
ning upward are accumulated on multi-altitude ter-
races and formed lakes and ponds. The pond water
is pure and pellucid, and the reflections of the sur-
rounding scenery add a diverse charm. Boasting
color ponds, torrential streams, snow-capped peaks,
meandering gullies, and luxuriant forests bestowed
by nature, Huanglong is fascinating with precipitous,

magnificent, beautiful, and wild scenic attraction.

Calcified Beauties

If it is true that the scenic wonders of
Jiuzhaigou and Huanglong are bestowed by nature,
the most special gifts to this land are the thick lime-
stone formations resulting from the deposit of ma-
rine organisms of remote antiquity.

During the Devonian Period some 395 million
to 290 million years ago, this area was a vast ex-
panse of sea. About 230 million years ago, the sea-
water fell back and the earth’s crust rose to form a
land. Till 2 million years ago, in the process of
orogeny, the Minshan Mountains formed together
with the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, and typical U-
shaped glacier valleys emerged here. In a cold al-
pine environment, and as a result of the corrosion
of groundwater containing rich calcium carbonate,
a special landform featuring calcified caves, shoals,
ponds, and waterfalls gradually formed here, known
as karst landform. The weathering throughout tens
of thousands of years, though, has finally brought
about bewitching charms to these calcified views.

Hence, there are Long Lake, Sparkle Lake,
Five-Color Ponds, Five Flowers Lake, Mirror Lake,
Panda Lake, Arrow Bamboo Lake, and Double-
Dragon Lake, as well as the Shuzheng, Nuorilang,
and Pearl Shoal Waterfalls, which compose the main
landscapes of Jiuzhaigou. Additionally, fascinating

color-pond complexes, known as “Washing Flowers,”
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“Radiant Rays,” “Miniature Landscape,”
“Bright Mirror,” “Beauty Competing,” “Aro-
matic Fragrance,” and “Bathing Jade,” as well
as a 2.5-km calcified stream, colorful calcified
waterfalls, and calcified caves add charm to the
Huanglong Scenic Area.

Almost all visitors to Jiuzhaigou and
Huanglong could not help but ask: Why can
the water here be so crystal and colorful?

Based on a deep analysis of the local
landform, we learned that in the long process
of geological evolution, net-shaped rifts and
widely developed glacier deposit formed in the
Jiuzhaigou-Huanglong area, on the edge of the
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau. Therefore, surface
water, such as atmospheric precipitation and
ice-and-snow melting water, could permeate
underground, and after the filtration through
karst rocks, it came out of the earth’s surface
and deposited to form clear and transparent
streams and lakes. On sunny days, the streams
and ponds appear to be pure blue. Meanwhile,
the calcific substances and alga on the bed of
the lakes selectively absorb and reflect the lights
on the plateau, contributing to changeable
multi-level colors to the lakes.

As the faultages, escarps, leading edge of
moraines, and calcified dikes narrate a legend
from antiquity, the lakes, color ponds,
waterfalls, streams, color forests, and other
natural scenic wonders are brilliantly interwo-
ven together, thus unveiling a secluded,
miraculous, and poetic paradise hidden in the
Minshan Mountains in western China.

The local diversely developed karst
landform, of course, contributes to another part
of the beauty of Jiuzhaigou and Huanglong-
mountains. In contrast to the elegant and gentle
charm of water, the beauty of mountains here
lies in the upright and forceful limestone peaks.
The waters and mountains coexist to echo each
other, drawing together a bewilderingly beau-
tiful landscape painting unparalleled in the

world.
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A Perfect Unity of Man and
Heaven

Jiuzhaigou and Huanglong are both located
in Tibetan-inhabited areas. Therefore, when you
enjoy the amazing natural landscapes here, you
will also find yourself overwhelmed with eth-
nic flavors, brought by Tibetan villages, prayers’
flags, and ritual horns. The sounds from heaven
resound in heart, leading you into the depth of
the "Fairyland on Earth."

Local residents still maintain a simple,
honest folk customs, regarding and treating tour-
ists from around the world as their own families.

Tourists can not only taste the sweet barley wine
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iuzhaigou-Huanglong

Unparalleled Natural Beauty

and savory butter tea offered by the local Tibetans,
but can also join them singing and dancing while
experiencing the enthusiasms of the Tibetans.

The fabulous natural landscapes and the dis-
tinctive customs of the time-honored Tibetan eth-
nic group are perfectly blended, each shining more
brilliantly in the other’s company. All these con-
tribute to the unparallel beauty of Jiuzhaigou and
Huangong and create a realm where man and heaven
are perfectly integrated.

These also helped Jiuzhaigou and Huanglong
win a series of honorable titles, including “World
“Green Globe 21,” “State Im-
portant Scenic Area,” and “‘State AAAA Scenic Area.”
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Natural Heritage,”

Jiuzhaigou was also entered by UNESCO into
the Man and Biosphere Program.

Snow-capped peaks touch the sky in
distance, while lakes and streams show off a
riotous profusion of colors. Here, beauties are
beyond imagination, legend meets reality, and
poems and dreams sublime.

Jiuzhaigou, a fairyland barely found in
dream.

Huanglong, a fantastic wonderland on
earth.

Jiuzhaigou-Huanglong, unique treasures of
mankind!
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A Wonderland of Water

iuzhaigou (Nine-Village Valley) is located

J at the foot of the northern slope of Peak
Gaerna in the southern section of the Minshan
Mountains on southeastern Qinghai-Tibet
Plateau. The Y-shaped valley is hidden in green
mountains in Jiuzhaigou County in the Aba Ti-
betan and Qiang Autonomous Prefecture,
Sichuan Province. It embraces a galaxy of
waters, including 114 terraced alpine lakes, 17
waterfall complexes, five calcified shoals, 47
springs, and 11 torrential streams, which present
an astonishing view. It is alert and shy in spring,
vigorous and energetic in summer, gorgeous and

colorful in autumn, and simple and tranquil in

winter. The alpine lakes, though, are pure-blue and
crystalline-clear all the year round and are especially
appealing in the rays of the sun, attracting people
with varying colors and charms in different seasons.

Water is the soul of Jiuzhaigou. In the sunshine,
the waters run, make turns, dance, and fly in a high-
spirited and vigorous manner, with sprays splash-
ing around like white jades and pearls.

In the Shuzheng Lake Complex, it seems trees
grow in water as all the lakes, large and small, are
linked one another amongst the forest. Miniature
Landscape Shoal features a graceful blending of
water and forest. On Reed Lake, reeds grow in or-

derly arrangement and wild ducks leisurely swim
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about the water surface, leaving graceful ripple
marks among the reeds. Sparkle Lake is so
named because of the golden ripples shining like
splendid sparks blooming in the night sky. Mir-
ror Lake, surrounded by forest-covered steep
mountains, is as flat and transparent as a mirror,
reflecting the blue sky, white clouds, mountains
and trees. Rhinoceros Lake is the most variable
lake in Jiuzhaigou, featuring spectacular reflec-
tions in various colors and distinct layers. Rhi-
noceros Lake is connected with Tiger Lake, both
being formed by the pile-up sliding masses of
the slopes due to eboulement. Nuorilang and

Pearl Shoal Waterfalls are like wide curtains

|
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—| Jiuzhaigou
A Wonderland of Water

hung from the broken cliffs and composed of a
myriad of crystal “water beads,” which bring
delights as they splash on your face; but when
you fry to grab them, they suddenly disappear.

Standing on the high dike of Long Lake,
one will marvel at the lake, the largest and deep-
est in Jiuzhaigou. The 30,000-square-meter lake
has neither water entrance nor outlet, and the
water in the lake results from the permeation of
groundwater. Crouching down on the bank of
the lake and slightly touching the water with
fingertips, you will gain a refreshing, pure
feeling.

In different seasons, the varying water-

scapes give Jiuzhaigou distinctively beautiful
sceneries.

As spring approaches, the water in the lakes
begins to swing, and with blue skies and green
mountains in the backdrop, the lakes look like blu-
ish-green jades, breathing in the gentle spring breeze.

In summer, Jiuzhaigou is adorned with dark-
green lakes, emerald-green tree branches and water
grass, and silver waterfalls. On this primitive, mys-
terious land, all the waters are green, trees are ver-
dant and luxuriant, and flowers are in full blossoms,
composing a green landscape painting.

Autumn is the best season for Jiuzhaigou.

Fluffy white clouds float in the azure blue sky; the

reflections of colored forests give the lakes an
even more colorful, dreamlike charm; waterfalls
rushing down from cliffs, presenting more splen-
did views.

When winter comes, Jiuzhaigou becomes
a world of ice. In the sunshine, the ice blocks,
ice crystals, and ice veins on the lakes vary in
color and shape, giving extremely fascinating
views. The waterfalls turn into huge natural ice
sculptures, and viewing the sparkling and crys-
tal-clear waterfalls, people will feel happy and
relaxed, forget all their worries and anxieties, and

hesitate to leave.
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