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Shan Tang, a street pillo ws on ariver, and a river depends on a street. About one thousand years ago, the Shan
Tang River was dug and its dyke was built by the Prefect Bai Juyi, who is a prominent poet of Tang Dynasty. It
is of long paired banks lined with green trees which are mirrored by the flowing water, stretching about 7 /i,
from Hugqiu (Tiger Hill) to Changmen (Prosperous Gate). Many celebrities and sages had lived here sine then
and the street imbued with rich aura of Gusu folk custom and business atmosphere.

The restoring construction was conducted for the protection of the historical cultural in Shan Tang at the
beginning of this century. Phase 1 and 2 of the construction have been successfully fulfilled now by the
People's Government of Jinchang District under the comprehensive planning of the People's Government of
Suzhou City. The old-time splendor of Shan Tang is shinning anew because of the implementation of the
planned preservation, restoration and protection and is growing into acity representative characteristic of
ancient culture of Suzhou.

Every step you move brings you different picturesque scenery. What a fantastic scene the new Shan Tang is
presenting to us: the bridge nearby and the pagoda in the far end which enhance each other's brilliance, and so
do the river and the households on two sides of it. Here are 99 excellent photos elaborately selected and taken
by our photographer, which are just like a window form which you can feel the evolution of the city and her
charming flavor. Some drawbacks must be unresolved due to the limited time for editing and your correction
for our errors would be much appreciated.
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Enjoyable in Antiquity
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There are archways, memorial halls, ancient folk houses as well as the little river and

bridges in the thousand-year-old Shan Tang. These graceful and poised relics are
loaded with numerous ancient stories. The protective innovation has enlivened Shan

Tang as the “No. 1 Ancient Street of China” .
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