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PREFACE

Borders are a key element in tourism. They serve as both barriers to travel and
attractions for travelers. They define a liminal moment in the tourist experi-
ence — the transition from home and resident to away and foreigner. And, as
simple as the concept of “border” may be, they are actually incredibly diverse
and often far more porous than we may like to think. Although only a small
percentage of tourism research has actually focused specifically on borders,
most tourism research recognize their ever presence and importance in defining
tourism. It was this interest that drew some 140 tourism scholars to the Bor-
der Tourism and Community Development Conference held in July 2005 in
Xishuangbanna, China. The conference was the latest in a series of biennial
international meeting that are formally sponsored by the Tourism Commission
of the Geographical Society of China (through Zhongshan University) and the
Commission on the Geography of Tourism, Leisure and Global Change of the
International Geographical Union (through Northern Arizona University) .

Xishuangbanna County, and its administrative center of Jinghong, proved to
be an ideal venue for a focus on both border tourism and on community devel-
opment. The collection of English and Chinese papers in this volume demon-
strate the range of interests that conference participants brought to this remote

corner in southwest China. Several of the papers address issues specifically on




border topics, including both internal and international borders. Many others,
however, explore broader and more nuanced topic of “border” tourism, inclu-
ding (1) tourism in communities in border area, (2) tourism on the border be-
tween mass tourism and alternative forms of tourism, and (3) tourism in com-
munities that are bordering on the transition from non— tourism to tourism e-

conomies.

In addition, although most of the papers address tourism issues in China, the
international participation also provides insight on these issues from a global
perspective — thereby presenting yet another border between domestic and in-
ternational scholarship. And therein lies the true value of participating in an
international tourism conference of this type. The international participants
were very impressed with the quality of research and scholarship in China,
while also learning much about the cultural diversity of Yunnan Province. Chi-
nese researchers appreciated the opportunity to meet and interact with their in-
ternational colleagues. The editors of this book appreciate the enthusiasm of
the conference participants, and the extra effort of those who contributed their
papers to this book. And, last but not least, we are much indebted to the en-
ergetic work of our friends, students and colleagues who helped make the con-

ference and this book a wonderful success.

Alan A. Lew, Ph.D., AICP
Department of Geography, Planning and Recreation

Northern Arizona University
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