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Editor's Note

The Beneficent Deva Mahakala is a guardian deity of Tibetan
Buddhism. According to the Great Precious Treasury Sutra, Mahakala
was endowed with limitless power and unusual bravery. The Buddha
empowered him with the Vajra Consecration and called him the head of
Guardians. Thus he became the head of the seventy-five Guardians.
Then the eight masters of awareness made him to vow as a Guardian of
Buddhism at the Indian Vajra throne. In the Tubo period the Great
Master Padmasambhava and bhikshu Akashagarbha worshipped him at
the Samye Monastery as the Surpassing Guardian deity of Buddhism in
the Snow Land. So Mahakala became the head of Guardians of all
Tibetan Buddhist sects.

There are many sutras about the Benevolent Deva Mahakala:
“Lotsawa Minling’s Oral Instruction on Religious Rituals of Meditative
Practice of the Benevolent Deva”; “The Empowerment Method of the
Wrathful Yidam”; the “Choling Sensheng Terma (a hidden treasure text)
on the Rituals of Meditation, Karma and Consecration of the
Benevolent Deva”; “Lang Nyima Ozer Terma on the Benevolent
Deva’s Secret Essentials”; “Rituals of Taming and Recompense”;
“Recompense Offerings and the Order of the Rituals,” etc. The Great
Precious Treasury Sutra has more than ten scriptures of 1,600 pages on
the Benevolent Deva's meditative practice.

According to the Notes on the Great Precious Trea mry Sutra by
Kongtrul Rinpoche, Karma Pakshi, the second Karmapa Lama, had a
wide reputation of propagating Buddhism and great merits, and the
Benevolent Deva and Pelden Lamo showed themselves and made a
vow to him. Since then the ‘yab-yum’ of the union of emptiness and
bliss by the Benevolent Deva and his consort has been much practiced
in the Karma Kagyu sect.

From the 15th century onward many eminent monks of the
Karma Kagyu sect had come to the Naxi areas, where they built
thirteen Tibetan Buddhist monasteries of Karma Kagyu sect with the
support of local headmen of the Lijiang region and printed the whole
Kangyur of the Tripitaka in wood-block edition. They began to train



Naxi talents of Buddhism and arts. When the Dongba culture spread in
the ethnic Naxi areas, the second cultural exchange between the
Tibetan and Naxi ethnic groups reached its acme.

The ninety-six pictures collected in the picture album are the
remains of the paintings made by the Karma Kagyu followers in the
Tibetan and Naxi areas in Yunnan. They are pictures of the Benevolent
Deva and his retinue at the Yidam's practice of meditation, on the
mandala and for consecration, and those of offerings for corresponding
rituals of meditative practice. The paintings were made in the 13th
century. They are of great value in the study of history, painting,
material processing and cultural relics.

Entrusted by the Yunnan Ethnic Publishing House, the editor
made a classification of the pictures and made notes of them in Tibetan
and Chinese languages according to many materials. Owing to the lack
of authentic scriptures for the paintings, there are many mistakes in the
Tibetan notes on the original paintings. The pictures provided by the
Publishing House to the editor are xeroxed and therefore the colours on
them cannot be shown. Besides, the editor does not know well the
Yidam's rituals of taming and recompense. So it is not easy to avoid
mistakes in writing notes. We shall sincerely welcome any criticism or
suggestion from our readers.

Konchok Tenzin
at Kangding
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