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Preface
Sang Guangyu

The Grand Canal starts from Beijing which is at the foot of the Yanshan Mountain and
extends to Qiantang River of Hangzhou in the south. The whole length of the river is more than
two thousand kilometers. It connects five water systems of China, i.e., the Hai River, Yellow
River, Huai River, Yangtze River and Qiantang River. The river runs through Beijing and many
provinces such Hebei, Henan, Shandong, Jiangsu and Zhejiang. It is the one of earliest man-made
canals in the world; meanwhile the longest and the largest scale river made by man. Together
with the Great Wall, pyramid of Egypt, and Fojia Stupa of India, the Grand Canal is among the
most magnificent “Ancient Four Grand Projects” of the world. It is also one of the Grand water
projects that will remain unparalleled for thousands of years and of benefit for generations of
Chinese people. The Grand Canal Grandly influenced the ancient China in the aspects of politics,
economy, military, culture, social life and so on. So it is the proof of the long civilization of
China and an important historical culture heritage of human beings that is still running.

Yangzhou was appeared for the Grand Canal. So it is born the “First City by the side of the
Grand Canal”. In B.C.486, Fuchai, the King of Wu Country built Han City and cut Hangou in
Yangzhou. He connected the Yangtze River and Huai River areas with the purpose of getting the
central plain of China. For this sake, Hangou became the man-made canal of the earliest record in
China. The canal that ran from south to north cut in the reign of Emperor Suiyang and the
Jinghang Grand Canal built in the Yuan Dynasty brought the tribute and taxes of the southern
parts to the capital in an endless stream. For hundreds of years, Yangzhou has been in the
connection place of the Grand Canal and the Yangtze River. So it is located in a key position of
the Grand Canal. Thus, it becomes one of the famous cities built by the side of the Grand Canal
and survives for the generosity of the river.

Yangzhou was prosperous for the Grand Canal. Because of its unique geographical position,
Yangzhou became the most prosperous metropolis and an important harbor of ocean Silk Road in
southeastern China in the Tang Dynasty. In the Ming and Qing Dynasties, it became the salt
transshipment center. During that period, it was one of the ten large cities in the world that had a
population of more than 500 thousand people. The thriving of Yangzhou at that time was
reflected in the poetic sentences as “abundant wealth and vigorous people”, “Numerous sails and
booms on the river resembles the horns of fighting calves (This is to represent the crowding
state.)”, “thousands of lights on the night market lighten the cloud” and “the ten miles of
Yangzhou Road displays all the prosperity in the world”. Now, Yangzhou sector of the Grand
Canal has become the source of the eastern line of the South-to-North Water Transfer Project.
The water drawing and supplying corridor is as long as 143.5 kilometers. The rolling water of the
Yangtze River is supplied to the northern part of China with the profound friendship of Yangzhou
people. The Yangzhou sector of the Grand Canal is characterized by broad river surface and
abundant water. This sector is the main water transportation channel of the best conditions and
highest grade. It is of very strong radiation capacity to navigation lines. Even at present, the
sector still plays an important role in transportation which is indicated by the fact that each year,
the cargo volume shipped by amounts to 100 million tons or so. All of this is because the Grand
Cannal links the south and the north and connects the Yangtze River and Huai River areas.



Yangzhou is famous for the Grand Canal. For the position of the Grand Canal, Yangzhou has
become the merging place of the southern and the northern cultures. The facts that the gardens of
Yangzhou combines the characters of “southern pretty and northern grand” ; the Yangzhou cuisine is
suitable for both southern and northern people; the eight oddities of Yangzhou “bring the essences of
ancient times to make a road for the modern times”, they represent a unique flag in the painting field;
Yangzhou School connects the study of Confucian classics with exegesis, so on and so forth, all of
these enable Yangzhou to show its unique characteristics among the vast Chinese culture. Generations
after generations of scholars “come to visit Yangzhou in April” because the Grand Canal gives the
convenience and they leave beautiful poets and articles as bright as stars. Emperor Kangxi and
Qianlong of Qing Dynasty all stayed in Yangzhou during the six times they went to inspect the
southern parts of China. Their stay leaves many interesting stories. The Grand Canal endows
Yangzhou with civilization factors and brings the interaction of the eastern and western cultures.
These factors create the long history and profound culture of Yangzhou. Thus, Yangzhou became a
household name all around China.

Yangzhou is beautiful for the Grand Canal. The sector of the Grand Canal in Yangzhou is 126
kilometers which stars from the juncture of Huaian and Baoying and runs through Gaoyou Lake,
Shaobo Lake, Yangzhou City and end at Guazhou in the south, where it enters the Yangtze River. In
1958, the Grand Canal was rebuilt from Wayaopu of Zhuyuwan to the Liuwei river mouth in Hanjiang
District so that it would run directly to south. The former part of the Grand Canal that runs through
Yangzhou is now called the “Ancient Canal”, with a whole length of 30 kilometers in which 13.5
kilometers is in the city proper. The area that is situated by the side of the Grand Canal of Yangzhou is
1520 square kilometers. Here, we also have 1.27 million mu of free flow irrigation area which is
formed for the sake that the water surface of the Grand Canal is higher than the land. The former “pot
bottom” has become the present high quality rice production base and ecological wet land protection
area. The Grand Canal in the Yangzhou area is connected with Gaoyou Lake and Shaobo Lake. The
total area is more than 1000 square kilometers which takes up one in six of the whole area of the
municipality. The vast lakes and wet lands play a significant role in modifying temperature and
improving ecological environment. In Yangzhou, you can find the unique city scenery that the
“carriages and horses are less than ships and gardens are more than houses™. The city will show its
human scene to the world; meanwhile its charm brought about by greenness, ecology and the
environment suitable for residence.

The Grand Canal is the mother river of Yangzhou. So Yangzhou people should take care of it, love
it and protect it and should put forward the slogan of “If go to Beijing, you should visit the Grand Wall
while if you come to Yangzhou, you should see the Grand Canal”. The Grand Canal is an attractive
scenery of the present Yangzhou and “human, suitable for residence and ecology” is the character of
the famous city by the side of the Grand Canal. In recent years, the municipal party committee and the
city government attached Grand importance on the protection to and use of the Grand Canal. We pay
attention on carrying on historical lines, excavating the culture connotation of the Grand Canal and
represent the character of the famous Grand Canal side city. At the same time of protecting, rebuilding
and developing the cultural relic, gardens and sceneries of the counties and cities such as Baoying,
Gaoyou, Jiangdu, Hanjiang and so on along the Grand Canal, we concentrates our attention on the
protection and recover of historical sites related to the Grand Canal such as the ancient channel of
Hangou, scenery belt by the Cao River, Tomb of Emperor Suiyang, Site of ancient cities of Tang and
Song Dynasties, historical streets along the Grand Canal of the Ming and Qing Dynasties, Geyuan
Garden, Heyuan Garden, the former residences of the Lu Clan and Governor Wu, Salt Temple and so
on. During the process of improvement, we moved some enterprises and shacks, dredged river
channels, dammed and directed waste waters, greened environment, brightened lights and improved
the overall look. In addition, we newly built many spots of scenery such as the Wutai Scenery Square,




Yangzhou Water Culture Museum and so on. What's more, we re-inspected a series of
historical sites by the Grand Canal. The 5 kilometers of Ancient Canal tourist itineraries
from the Grand King Square to the South Gate Site Garden is highlight of the Grand Canal.
By the end of the “Eleventh Five-Year Plan”, the 13.5 kilometers of Ancient Canal in the city

proper will become an important tourist itinerary of Yangzhou and an important supporting
resource of our tourism.

To evoke the deep understanding to the site of the Grand Canal, research and
demonstrate the close relation between Yangzhou and the Grand Canal, propagate and
introduce the Grand Canal protection and improving achievements in recent years and
excavating and make use of the cultural connotation of Yangzhou as a famous canal city,
the Chinese Famous Cities editorial department compiles the The Grand Canal and
Yangzhou picture album which includes the historical review to the thousand-year old
Grand Canal and sketch to the 24 famous Grand Canal side cities as well as the narration
to the protection and use to the Ancient Canal of Yangzhou. So it is a rich and vivid
document that propagates and introduces the Grand Canal and Yangzhou. Through this
picture album, I hope more people will know the historical culture of the Grand Canal,
understand the changes of the Grand Canal side city and understand the relationship
between Yangzhou and the Grand Canal so that all of us will pay attention to the “live
heritage” that represent the migration and flow of the Chinese Nation and focus our
attention on the heritage declaration work of the Grand Canal that has already started.

This is the preface to the book.

(The author is a member of the standing committee of Yangzhou and the vice Mayor)
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