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Once upon a time there was a rich king who had four
wives in a flourishing kingdom. He loved his fourth wife the
most and adorned her with riches.® He also loved his third
wife and was always showing her off to neighboring king-
doms. However, he always feared that she would leave him.
His second wife was kind and considerate and he trusted this
female friend and advisor in difficult times. Wife number
one® was devoted and loyal and although she loved him deep-
ly, he was not so interested and tended to ignore her.

One day . the king fell ill with cancer;® despite the di-
verse therapies he received and the many vitamins and medici-
nal compounds he took® at regular intervals to supplement
his daily diet, the invisible virus of the disease had invaded
the vital organs in his body and all efforts to restore his
health had failed. The king reckoned he was doomed. He
thought of his luxurious life and feared being alone when he
died. He removed the crown from his head and asked his
fourth wife in a most serious tone, “I have loved you the
most and provided you with the finest clothing and showered
great care over you. Now that I'm dying, will you follow me
and keep me company?”®“No way!” she replied and walked
away without another word. The sad king then asked the
third wife, “I have loved you all my life. Now that I'm dying,
will you follow me and keep me company?” “No!” she replied.
“Life is too good! When you die, I'm going to remarry!”

He then asked the second wife, “I have always turned to
you for help and you've always been there for me. When I
die, will you follow me and keep me company?” “I'm sorry, I
can’t help you out this time!” she replied. “At the very

most® , 1 can help with your funeral. ”




Then a voice called out to the king in his sadness: “I’ll
leave with you and follow you no matter where you go.” The
king looked up and there was his first wife who was kneeling
down. She was so skinny and undernourished. Greatly
grieved, the king said, “I should have taken much better care
of you when I had the chance!”

In truth, we all have four wives in our lives. Qur fourth
wife is our body. Ne matter how much time and effort we
use® in making it look good, it'll leave us when we die. Our
third wife is our possessions, status and wealth. When we
die, it’ll all go to others. Our second wife is our family and
friends. No matter how much they have been there for us,
the furthest they can stay by us is up to the grave. And our
Sirst wife is our soul, often neglected in pursuit of wealth ,
power and pleasure.® However, our soul is the only thing
that will follow us wherever we go.

The moral: Look after your body and keep it healthy so
you can live life to its fullest. Enjoy your possessions and the
comfort they provide. Cherish your friends and family and
the love they provide. But don’t forget to nourish your soul—
it is the source of all your life and your most faithful friend.
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Bill Gates in His Boyhood

As a child—and as an adult as well—Bill was untidy. It
has been said that in order to break of © this habit, his moth-
er Mary drew up weekly clothing plans for him. On Mondays
he might go to school in blue, on Tuesdays in green, on
Wednesdays in brown, on Thursdays in black, and so on.
He never did his own laundry. Weekend meal schedules were
also planned in detail, lest he should starve.

Dinner table discussions in the Gate’s family were always
lively and educational. “It was a rich environment in which to
learn,” Bill remembered. :

At four, Bill was able to do some simple calculations,
such as subtracting and multiplying numbers. Bill’s contem-
poraries, even at the age, recognized that he was a genius.
Every year, he and his friends would g0 to summer camp.
Bill especially liked swimming and other sports. One of his
summer camp friends recalled, “He was never the kind o f kid

you didn’t want your team to have.® We all knew Bill was

smarter than us. Even back then, when he was nine or ten -

years old, he talked like an adult and could express himself in
ways that none of us understood, ”

Bill distinguished himself as a boy who had the marvel-
ous faculty to learn things quickly. He strictly followed the
honor code®. He was also well ahead of his peers in mathe-
matics and science. He enjoyed debating new ideas and fresh
concepts with his classmates. He derived much pleasure from
studies. His father, a retired officer, was convinced that he
needed to go to a school that challenged him® , then his par-
ents sent him to Lakeside—an all-boys’ private school for
exceptional students®. It was Seattle’s most exclusive sec-

ondary school with a great reputation and was noted for its

e e s




rigorous academic demands and discipline, a place where
“even the dumb kids were smart”.

Lakeside allowed students to pursue their own interests,
to whatever extent they wished. The school enjoyed a fine
reputation and prided itself in furnishing conditions and fa-
cilities that would enable all its students to reach their full
potential® . It was the ideal environment to stimulate the
growth of someone like Bill Gates, whose academic perform-
ance exceeded his tutors and parents’ wildest expectations.

In 1968, the school made a decision that had changed
thirteen-year-old Bill Gates’ life—and that of many of others,
too.

Funds were raised , mainly by parents , that enabled the
school to gain access to a computer—a Program Data Proces-
sor (PDP)—through a teletype machine.®

Type in a few instructions on the teletype machine and a
few seconds later the PDP would type back its response. Bill
Gates immediately liked it—so did his best friend at the time,
Kent Evans, and another student, Paul Allen, who was two
years older than Bill.

Whenever they had free time, and sometimes when they
didn’t, they would dash over to the computer room to use the
machine. The students became so single-minded that they
soon overtook their teachers in knowledge about computing
and got into a lot of trouble because of their strong interest in
computers. They were neglecting their other studies—every
piece of work was handed in late. Classes were cut. Comput-
er time was also proving to be very expensive. Within
months, the whole budget that had been set aside for the year
had been used up.

At fourteen, Bill, in conjunction with his friends, was
already writing short programs for the computer to perform.
Early game programs such as Tic-Tac-Toe, or Noughts and
Crosses , and Lunar Landing were written in what was to be-
come Bill’s second language , BASIC.®

One of the reasons Bill was so good at programming is




