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Preface

Li Shuangjiang

The music of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army ( PLA) is an integral part of the
PLA culture, which came into being with the birth of the PLA and has developed with the
growth of the PLLA. As an important factor in improving and consolidating the army’s combat
effectiveness, the PLA music has been playing an indispensable role both in peace and
war. The Nanchang Uprising led by the Communist Party of China (CPC) on August 1,
1927 fired the first shot of armed resistance against the Kuomintang ( KMT) reactionaries
and marked the naissance of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army. To commemorate this
significant event, a song entitled “ August 1st Uprising” was written and became popular in
the city of Nanchang, which became the first song to reflect the battle course of the PLA.
With the expansion of the PLA came songs reflecting such great events as the Long March,
the War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression, China’s War of Liberation, the War to
Resist U. S. Aggression and Aid Korea, and the modernization drive of the PLA in the time
of peace. It is no doubt that the PLA music has become one of the keys in understanding
the history of the PLA. Reflecting the prowess of the people and the spirit of the times, the
PLA music presenis a panoramic view of the PLA with its remarkable efforts in 80 years.
The people’s army, under the leadership of the CPC, has made great achievements in these
years, namely the overthrowing of the ruling of the Three Big Mountains ( imperialism,
feudalism, bureaucrat-capitalism) , the victory in the new-democratic revolution, and the

founding of the new China together with people from all ethnic groups. Now the people’s
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army is playing a great role in the course of China’s socialist modernization. It is no
exaggeration to say that there is a song crediting each and every achievement and victory of
the PLA. All those passionate and powerful songs have served to boost the morale of the
soldiers and documented the history of the PLA. Examples of those are “Three Main Rules
of Discipline and Eight Points for Attention” , “Song of the Chinese Anti-Japanese Military
and Political College” , “ March of the PLA” , “ Song of the Chinese People’s Voluntary
Army” , “PLA is Loyal to CPC” , and “August 1st Army Flag Waving High”. With clear
and profound themes as well as vivid and impressive artistic images, the military songs have
become an important icon of the army. In this sense, the multivolume Anthology of
Classical Works of the PLA Music was composed to review the glorious history of the PLA,
continue its virtuous legacy and boost the morale of the armed forces in the current times.
The PLA is committed to the political mission of the CPC. The PLA music, therefore,
is characterized with distinct themes. With the aim of building the army’s image and
reflecting its glorious battle course, the PLA music is created in close connection with the
army’s political and military missions. A main task of the PLA music is to enhance the
absolute leadership of the CPC over the PLA, the interdependence between the army and
the nation, and the inseparable relationship between the army and the people. The PLA
music as a whole not only reflects the spirit and strength of the people’s army in its
revolutionary course, but also signifies the army’s loyalty and firm conviction to the Party,
the country and the people. In retrospect of the history of China’s revolution and the
glorious course of the PLA in nearly 80 years, the PLA music has covered such broad
themes in a variety of musical styles as the demeanor of the soldiers, the reflection over the
army life, and the close relationship between the army and the people. Although marked by
distinctive military characteristics, it has diverse musical forms from sonorous, forceful and
trim queue ensembles to ardent and pleasant lyric songs,which ensembles its music style of
being“ militant and popular” and meanwhile appeals to people with its aesthetic enjoyment
and emotional distillation. Besides, the PLLA music is not confined to the established music
mold, but shows flexibility in style and form so as to gain increasing popularity among the
soldiers and the people due to its strong artistic appeal. As a result, the PLA music plays
an important part not only in the history of the army but also in the life of all the Chinese
people. In order to review the history of the PLA, exhibit the achievements of the PLA

»

and “ serve the people”, we have

i

music and fulfill the duty to “ serve the soldiers’

compiled this anthology which consists of “Songs on the Long March” , “Songs in the War

’ »

of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression” , “Songs in China’s War of Liberation” , “Songs

in the War to Resist U. S. Aggression and Aid Korea” , “ Songs in the Modernization
Construction of the PLA” , and military music, traditional instrumental music, orchestral
music and operas.

The Music Department of the PLA Art Academy is the only institute in the PLA to
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provide professional education for music performers. Military Vocality has been one of the
major courses ever since the founding of the academy in 1960. In the past 47 years, the
Music Department has trained a number of vocalists, many of whom have won titles at vocal
contests held home or abroad, earning great honour for the country and the army. In the last
decade or so, the Music Department has made great progress in the teaching and research of
military vocality thanks to the implementation of talent strategy and teaching reforms, and
intensified artistic practice. The department provides undergraduate and postgraduate
courses as well as job-oriented courses for the musicians in all the military art troupes.
Throughout the teaching stages and levels, there is a well-organized and regular vocal
teaching system. Our efforts have been fruitful: the students of the department have won
remarkable laurels. In the “National Young Singers TV Contest” , teams organized by our
department representing the academy has won twice the first prize in the professional team
play. What is more important is that we have accumulated rich experience in the education
of military vocalists. Despite all these achievements, we are very clear that there is still a
long way to go. In a word, the education of military vocalists is our important task. One of
the important ways to improve our education is to provide more chances for the students to
perform military songs. It is our ultimate goal to create a school of military vocality with
Chinese characteristics. Another aim of establishment of such a school is to help circulate
military vocal works and therefore increase the popularity of the military vocality career. To
this end, a comprehensive collection of military vocality works is necessary, for a mature
vocality school must be based on a fixed set of sophisticated vocal pieces for the purposes of
teaching and performing. In addition, as the army’s only professional institute in the
research of military music, the Chinese Military Music Research Institute,, under the Music
Department of the PLLA Art Academy, also needs such a collection of military musical works
to supplement academic references. Therefore, in order to satisfy the needs of the military
vocality education and to facilitate research in this area, this Anthology of Classical Works of
the PLA Music, tops the agenda of establishing a system of musical textbooks with Chinese

military characteristics.

|

As a comparatively complete military music anthology , the Anthology of Classical Works
of the PLA Music reflects the extensive artistic viewpoint of the editors. For example ,the “PLA
music” , in this anthology, is defined as a concept with broad connotations. Works, as long
as they are created in the army, represent army life or spread in the army, could be selected

into the anthology. In fact, not all the works in the anthology are made on military themes.



Preface ' B OF 9

There are some popular ones having little to do with the army environment. Besides, the
anthology is not compiled chronologically, nor grouped according to the theme or music
style of the works. Rather, the songs are grouped respectively by the landmarks in the
Chinese revolution they reflect. By this innovative arrangement, works reflecting the
historical events were not necessarily created at the time of the event but were possibly
created afterwards. For instance, almost all the songs under the title “Songs on the Long
March” , which reflect the battle course of the Chinese Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army,
were created at a later time. In a word, the selecting process of this anthology is based on
the historical course of the army.

This anthology can be seen as a musical version of the history of the PLA. The editors
have divided the history of the army into several periods and then selected works
accordingly. For example, the war time is composed of 4 periods: the Agrarian Revolution
period, the War of Resistance Against Japanese Invasion period, the China’s War of
Liberation period, and the period of the War to Resist U. S. Aggression and Aid Korea.
Those periods were further divided into different stages, and works were selected by their
relevance to the specific historical events in each stage. The first volume of the anthology,
“Songs on the Long March” , is made up of three parts. The first part, “ Jinggang
Mountains—to the Tune of Xi Jiang Yue: the establishment of the armed forces and the
struggle in the Jinggang Mountains” , contains 14 songs, including “ Unite! Workers,
Peasants and Soldiers” , “ The Bright Dawn of August 1”7, “ Song of the Autumn Harvest
Uprising” , and “ Jinggang Mountains—to the Tune of Xi Jiang Yue” . All of these 14 songs
reflect the hardship in the establishing of the armed forces and the Jinggang Mountains
Revolutionary Base after the founding of the CPC in 1921. The second part is “ Waves upon
Waves in the Honghu Lake: the establishment of the rural revolutionary base areas”. There
are 10 songs in this part, including “7 love the Wuzhi Mountain, I love the Wanquan
Riwer” , “Waves upon Waves in the Honghu Lake” , and “ Guerrilla Forces Come down from
Mount Heng” that reflect the guerilla war and the establishment of rural revolutionary bases
from 1928 to 1930. The third part is “The Long March—to the Tune of Qi Lii; the Long
March and the struggle in the Central Soviet Area after the transfer. ” The 16 songs in this
part, such as “Seeing off the Red Army for Ten Times” , “Loushan Pass—to the Tune of Yi
Qin Er” , “The Long March—to the Tune of Qi Lii” , “ Red Star Enlightens My Way to
Fighting” and * Boundless Spring Beauty Suffuses My Homeland” , represent the Red
Army’s Long March and the people’s resistance against KMT reactionaries under the
leadership of the CPC in the Central Soviet Area after the strategic transfer of the central
Red Army. Moreover, there is a brief introduction of the historical background attached to
each work. We have also tried to specify each work in the context of its historical
background so as to underscore the sense of history in this anthology. This anthology can be

’

regarded in a way as the “PLA in music”.
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This anthology is also a practical musical textbook. First, although limited to some
degree by the pre-defined principle of selection, most of the works in this collection deserve
the best pieces of China’s musical works in the 20" century and have high artistic quality. A
number of them are frequently performed in the musical circle and favored by the mass
audience. Thus most of the works in this anthology are suitable as teaching materials.
Second, there are explanatory texts attached to each work, which consist of 3 parts;
background ,main idea of the lyrics or interpretation of the music, and tips for tutors and
performers of the song. The background part includes the historical backdrop of the work, its
origin, the composer and the first performer. This part provides basic information for
teachers and performers, and references to the audience for a better understanding of the
work. In the part main idea of the lyrics or interpretation of the music, a brief interpretation
of the lyrics is provided for a basic understanding of the content of the work. The part tips
JSfor tutors and performers of the song gives a basic analysis of the work, its music form and
style and possible problems and solutions in teaching and performing the work. It is worth
noting here that all the songs in this anthology are attached with piano accompaniment.
Some of the piano accompaniments are original and some are refreshed; but all are
standardized, thus not only faithful to the original works in music style but also enhancing
their artistic appeal. This has made teaching and performing much easier. In conclusion,
this anthology is not only a collection of military music, but also a professional textbook for
both practical reference and academic research.

Anthology of Classical Works of the PLA Music will help the circulation of the Chinese
military music. Since the 1930s and 1940s, legions of military song collections have been
published in China. Most of them, however, were just lists of army songs. Besides, few of
them have followed the sequence of time when works were composed or music types, and
fewer have additional literary explanation of the songs. The reason this anthology could be a
good promoter of the PLA music is that each selected work is attached with a concise and
proper literary explanation. Those introductory texts are brief yet able to outline the course
of the development of the PLA in over half a century and precisely describe the major events
reflected in the works. The literary explanations facilitate the spreading of the works as well
as enhance the professional and academic merit of the anthology, for words here are a useful
supplement of musical notes. More importantly, the lyrics in this anthology have been
marked with the Chinese phonetic symbols, and the original Chinese lyrics and their
English translations are juxtaposed in lay-out. We hope this arrangement can help
foreigners who wish to learn and perform these Chinese military works, thus making this
anthology more popular. We also hope that this anthology can provide a window and
platform for the international community and foreign friends to better understand the history

and music of the PLA.
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The founding of the PLA has opened a new page in the course of Chinese revolution
and made everlasting contribution to the revolution and construction of the new country.
With the advancement of the people’s army, a number of military works reflecting the
development of the army in each of its historical phrases have been produced. The works
form a panorama of the battle course of the PLA and are on a whole a great tribute to the
great achievements of the CPC. In effect, the military musical works have played a great
role in encouraging the troops in combats, solidifying their effectiveness in fighting, and
uplifting their morale. These works have also cemented the unity of the Chinese people in
their pursuit of a bright future. From the artistic point of view, many of them have withstood
the test of time and proved to be masterpieces in the Chinese musical circle of the 20"
century. And these masterpieces, in a sense, stand for the level of the Chinese music in
the century. At the same time, as part of the PLA music, the selected works in this
anthology demonstrate the glorious history of the people’s army and the artistic achievement
of the PLA music. In this sense, Anthology of Classical Works of the PLA Music can be seen
as a mirror which offers a retrospect to the magnificent past of the PLLA and a prospect of its
bright future. That is just the point of compiling such an anthology.

As an important component of the proletariat revolutionary music in the 20" century,
the PLA music is advanced, revolutionary, nationalistic and popular in nature, and
therefore well meet the needs of the proletariat party and fully satisfy the aesthetic taste of
the officers, soldiers and the common masses. Compiling the anthology , as a result, is
both a sacred mission of historical significance to our professionals in the military music
field and the need from reality , as it make up the deficiencies of military vocality textbooks.
Several years ago, we published Collection of Military Vocal Works, a mere collection of
music scores lacking systematic editing and literary explanation. To improve our work, we
have compiled Anthology of Classical Works of the PLA Music. This anthology is the outcome
of years of unswerving efforts by the Music Department of the PLLA Art Academy to keep
abreast with the times and to deepen teaching reform. It is fair to say that Anthology of
Classical Works of the PLA Music has witnessed the efforts of the Music Department of the
PLA Art Academy and the Chinese Military Music Institute to stick to the principle of
“serving the army” under the leadership of the party committees at all levels, and to carry
out in-depth research in military music. This anthology reflects the accumulated experience
in the artistic practice of “Red Star Music Forum” with over 400 concerts and seminars,

the painstaking effort of the faculty members in the Music Department, and the earnest wish
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and trust of past generations of music professionals in our army. In short, following The
History of the PLA Music, Anthology of Classical Works of the PLA Music is another
landmark achievement made by the Music Department of the PLA Art Academy, due to its
deepened teaching reform and academic research.

The PLA music flows from the heart of the service people. It is the bugle calling the
troops to march forward. It serves to inspire the listeners, forge a strong will and motivate
the soldiers to score more victories. The PLA music has accompanied our armed forces in
time of war—the Long March, War of Resistance Against Japanese Invasion, and China’s
War of Liberation, and so on. With the encouragement of the music, our army, together
with all the Chinese people, under the leadership of the CPC, have won the victory of the
new-democratic revolution. In time of peace, these resonant queue songs and beautiful
melodies record the great achievements of the army in its modernization and standardization
drive, and extol the army’s tremendous contribution to the socialist revolution and
construction. Entering the new century, our armed forces assumes the historical mission of

“being able to win and always maintaining its political color”.

They are making great
efforts to implement “Three Represents” and realize the new historical transition by blazing
new trails and advancing with the times. While the August 1" Flag is flying high, our army
accomplishes one victory after another. As combat effectiveness derives in part from the

military songs, may the military songs be eternally resonant and may the PLA advance

forever.

June 6", 2007



