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Preface

Zena Collier

| first met Lucy Luo at a party given by mutual friends in America , mystery writer
Edward Hoch and his wife Patricia. As writers, Lucy and | had much to talk about.
Also, because England is my native country, and | still miss it -even after living in
America for many years, | was interested Iin what she had to say about her expe-
rience of living there for several years after leaving China to continue her educa-
tion there.

“Solo Dancing in Britain”, in which Lucy writes about those years, is a perceptive,
realistic and fascinating account. Whether she’s describing her reaction to the
many pleasures of London or the beauty of the countryside, or the appeal - or
otherwise - of certain British institutions, or most especially in relating the stories
of people she came to know there (including some compatriots), these essays are
informed by her own love of life, and her insight about certain universalities in the
way we all live, regardless of background or nationality.

More than any conventional guidebook, “Solo Dancing in Britain "offers an excel-
lent way to learn about life In today’s Britain .

June 22, 2007 The Summer Solstice
Rochester, NY America

Zena Collier, novelist

author of A Cooler Climate and Ghost Note
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Zena Collier
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A view inside Parliament
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