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Chapter One Getting To Know IELTS

Intro to IELTS Test EiX®&

IELTS is the International English Language Testing System. It measures ability to
communicate in English across all four language skills-listening, reading, writing
and speaking-for people who intend to study or work where English is the language
of communication.

Since 1989, IELTS has been proven and trusted worldwide to provide a secure,
global, authentic and customer-focused test which measures true to life ability to
communicate in English. Over 4700 educational institutions, government agencies
and professional organizations around the world recognise IELTS scores as a trusted
and valid indicator of ability to communicate in English. ‘

More than 700,000 people a year are now using IELTS to open doors throughout the
English-speaking world and beyond. The test is taken every year across 120
countries, and is one of the fastest growing English language tests in the world, and
sets the standard in integrity, research and innovation.

#: H (IELTS, 2% % International English Language Testing System) 2% i h B Br 3k
Eak T Wik h 3 E 8l B K F fl i .0 (The University of Cambridge Local
Examinations Syndicate—UCLES) . 3 X F T % £ [ Bx 7+ % #& (IDP Education
Australia) B3 E 4k Z 5 £ (The British CounciD 3t [R275 .

HE AT T R U RSB RS ERBRAF AT —ES
AR S . MER MAFHT . F2ERRNBREEIERBAEANEAR
BREEREAXBRPEELEESRINE—IRE. D EERRERMEYIHES
Wi B R 2 B R AR S X — RS, H R AR MBS S . 4
Sk , SR £ Jb 3 B A AR L TF 1A 2 52 e SRR, XX T A R SRV S B BR AL Bk
ERLERTZA,
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IELTS Test Structure iz

All candidates must complete four Modules—Listening, Reading, Writing and
Speaking to obtain an IELTS Test Report Form.

Candidates are tested in Listening, Reading, Writing and Speaking. All candidates
take the same Listening and Speaking Modules. There is a choice between
Academic and General Training in the Reading and Writing Moduies.

Listening

Time:approximately 30 minutes

Candidates listen to a number of recorded
texts. These include a mixture of

momologues and conversations and feature
a variety of English accents and dialects.

The recording is heard only once, and
candidates are given time to read the
questions and write down their answers.

Academic Reading
Time:80 minutes

General Training
Reading

Time:60 minutes

The texts are based on the pe
of material candidates woul
expected to encounter on a daﬂy
basis in an English : )
country. They ar: )
sources such as
advertisements, ins
manuals and ks, a
the candidate’ s abili
understand and use inf
The test mcluﬁqs one longer

Academic Writing
Time:60 minutes

General Training
Reading

Time:60 minutes

The first task requwaa eumhdetas'
: y let leqat :

',{'Far the second msk. oandidates
. wnte a shé?!" 5S¢

100

\af,at least

Speaking
Time:11—14 minutes

The test is a face—to—face interview.

Can didates are assessed on their use of
spoken English to answer short questions,
to speak at length on a familiar topic, and
also to interact with the examiner.
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Total Test Time
2 hours 45 minutes

The first three modules-Listening, Reading and Writing-must be completed in one
day. The Speaking Module may be taken, at the discretion of the test centre, in the
period seven days before or after the other Modules.

The tests are designed to cover the full range of ability from non-user to expert
user.

Academic or General Training A AR JH—ag il

IELTS {22 AK 2 (Academic) F1— A 151)11 25 (General Training YB K2, EAbK
HREEARLEEERGORMIT S £ 2R, T — BV L X RBRRBAX
WPE8 H ORI AR, AR B R KEHENEE LTS MERALE
R, MBEREESMPEHAFTNEELAS N —RIFNIEE K, ELTS WK 5H
PUERAY U B BAE iR, RS IR ISR PRI 7. 0B A5
2, BE A ER EERS S RS NAR.,

Speaking Test Mode [iE&iX#ERX B

Part Nature of interaction Timing

Part 1 Examiner introduces him/herself and confirms candidate’ s | 4—5 minutes
Introduction identity. Examiner interviews candidate using verbal questions

and interview selected from familiar topic frames.

Part 2 Examiner asks candidate to speak for 1 — 2 minutes on a | 3— 4 minutes (incl. 1
Individual particular topic based on written input in the form of a candidate | minute preparation
tong turn task card and content-focused prompts. time)

Examiner asks one or two questions to round-off the long tumn.

Part 3 Examiner invites candidate to participate in discussion of a more | 4—5 minutes
Two-way abstract nature, based on verbal questions thematically linked to
discussion Part 2 topic.

A% R ELTS B P HRE—T. FiaHRORRN T IEHAE 43 AR
FikHOWMAMBILHNEES .
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WBEZRT&:
Parts | Interaction Topics Functions
Part 1 | Conversation Personal Details * Offer information

The examiner asks
questions and the

- candidate answers them

e.g

hometown, family,
studies, hobbies,
leisure activities, etc.

* Expressing opinions
% Giving reasons
for some opinions and attitudes

Part 2 | Monologue Personal All the above from
Part 1
The candidate has one e.g. Plus:
minute to prepare a short A book that the * Describing people
talk about two to three candidate has read; * Describing objects
minutes a person that the * Describing places
candidate like; etc. * Describing events
* Expressing feelings
* Explaining facts
Part 3 | Further Discussion Academic All the above in Part 1 and Part 2
Plus:
The examiner will e.g. * Describing situations
discuss with the the media; * Describing attitudes
candidate any problem the environment; * Speculating on the

related to the content in
either Part 1 or Part 2

the education; etc.

future

* Assessing positive
and negative points
* Describing roles,
functions, rights

and responsibil'ities
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IELTS Band Scores

iR R

Expert user

Has fully operational command of the language: appropriate, accurate and fluent
with complete understanding.

Very good user

Has fully operational command of the language with only occasional unsystematic
inaccuracies and inappropriacies. Misunderstandings may occur in unfamiliar

situations. Handles complex detailed argumentation well.

Good user

Has operational command of the language, though with occasional inaccuracies,
inappropriacies and misunderstandings in some situations. Generally handies
complex language well and understands detailed reasoning.

Competent user

Has generally effective command of the language despite some inaccuracies,
inappropriacies and misunderstandings. Can use and understand fairly complex
language, particularly in familiar situations.

Modest user

Has partial command of the language, coping with overall meaning in most
situations, though is likely to make many mistakes. Should be able to handle basic
communication in own field.

Limited user

Basic competence is limited to familiar situations. Has frequent problems in
understanding and expression. Is not able to use complex language.

Extremely

limited user

Conveys and understands only general meaning in very familiar situations. Frequent
breakdowns in communication ocour.

Intermittent user

No real communication is possible except for the most basic information using
isolated words or short formulae in familiar situations and to meet immediate needs.
Has great difficulty understanding spoken and written English.

Non user

Essentially has no ability to use the language beyond possibly a few isolated words.

Did not attempt
the test

No assessable information provided.
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WARM-UP QUESTIONS %3)##&

1. How many people are there in your family? Who are they?
2. Who do you think is the leader of your family? Why?
3. When you are away from home, who will you miss most? Why?

Function

Describe appearance
Describe personality
Language Focus
Third person singular
Present tense
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WORD POWER L A&

Appearances SR

Height &1

How tall is he? He is tall. He is short. - He is medium
He is very tall. He is quite short.  height.

Build {& &

She is skinny. (negative) She is fat. (negative)

She is thin. (negative) She is overweight. (negative)

She is slim. (positive) She is plump. (neutral)

She is slender. (positive) She is stocky. (neutral)
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Type of hair & &l

She has
long hair.

She has

long, black

hair.

She has
long,
straight ,
black hair.

Type of complexion Bkff,

She has

short hair.

She has
short,
black
hair.

She has
short,
straight ,

black hair.

He is Asian.
He has light-

brown skin.

He has no
hair.

He is bald.

She has
medium
length hair.
She has
medium
length ,
blonde
hair.
She has
medium
length,
straight ,
blonde
hair.

She has
medium
length hair.
She has
medium

length, red

hair.

She has
medium
length,
wavy ,
red hair.

She wears
glasses.

She has dark He has fair She is white.
skin. skin. She
has slightly

tanned skin.

She has
short hair.

She has
short,
blonde
hair.

She has
short,

curly ,
blonde
hair.

She is white.
She has very
pale skin.
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A. Try to use three sentences to describe the appearance of the person who is
sitting besides you. 2R =A7E R RRFHFZRIME.
Describe another classmate in the room in 3 sentences. Use the following

sentences and don’t tell who this person is: #RBE b B —/ F2%HIMR, i
HAbR2EME /bR, FRUTHR,

This person is. .. / This person has. . .
And let others guess who this person is!

B.



