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Abstract

China has been a multi —nationality country with diverse cultural
characteristics since ancient times. Tattoo culture is also long in history
and rich in resources. In the mid 20th century, traditional tattoo was still
popular among some ethnic minorities such as the Li, Dai, Drung, Blang,
Jino, and Gaoshan nationalities. Even up to this day, its traces can still be
found.

The Li and Dai nationalities, both belonging to Baiyue clan, have the
longest history of tattoo inheritance and the most distinctive
characteristics. Taking these two nationalities as subjects, this book is
intended to make a comparative study on their traditional tattoos based
on a wide absorption of earlier studies and the data obtained from the
author’s field investigations. It attempts to make some breakthroughs in
information, as well as systematic and theoretical studies.

This book contains 10 chapters (including Foreword and Introduction)
with more than 200 pictures.

Foreword gives a general description of the reasons for choosing this
topic and the characteristics of this book.

Introduction first makes a general introduction of the types, traits,
origins and development history of tattoo. It then examines tattoo

materials in cultural relics, historical documents and ethnological empirical
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information both at home and abroad in modern times. Finally, it
provides a general review of the studies made at home and abroad in
history as well as today on tattoos, especially on tattoo of the Li and Dai
nationalities.

Chapter One mainly summarizes and analyzes the myth, legends,
historical documents and records in frescos about the origins of tattoo as
well as the inheritance and remains of tattoo in modern times of the Li
and Dai nationalities.

Chapter Two makes a comparative analysis of the similarities and
differences between the tattoo people of the Li and Dai nationalities in
terms of gender, age, parts of body and sequence of tattoo.

Chapter Three focuses on the analysis of tattoo elements, types of
tattoo patterns, traits and their symbolic meanings of the Li and Dai
hationalities based on a large number of pictures.

Chapter Four delineates not only the tools, colors of tattoo and the
methods of anesthesia and pain easing, but also the tattoo makers and
transmitting of tattoo skills.

Chapter Five provides a comparison and analysis of the similarities and
differences of the tattoo of the Li and Dai nationalities with regard to
time, place, sequence and taboo.

Chapter Six examines the social and cultural functions of tattoo of the
Li and Dai nationalities by using functional theories of ethnology and
anthropology in both etic and emic perspectives.

Chapter Seven analyzes in depth the reasons of the long history of
tattoo of the Li and Dai nationalities in views of geographical
environment, religious beliefs, thinking modes, behaviors and habits, and
conflicts and wars between ethnic groups.

Chapter Eight mainly discusses the cultural and academic values of the
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Li and Dai tattoo, tattoo’s cultural relic status as well as the importance

and urgency of rescuing and static protection of tattoo.

Key Words: the Li nationality, the Dai nationality, traditional tattoo
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