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Harry N.Herkowitz # % ¢

The mission of the International Society for
the Study of the Lumbar Spine (ISSLS) through
its multispecialty and international membership is
to seek understanding through discussion and re-
search the causes of low back pain and sciatica, the
most effective and up-to-date nonoperative and op-
erative treatment, along with critical interaction
and debate among the membership to sort through

disorders affecting the lumbar spine. The Society

‘ promotes its mission through the annual ISSLS
meeting, which rotates between the United States, Europe, and Asia and is held in the spring of each
year.

The Society holds periodic instructional courses in which its members promote education and un-
derstanding of low back disorders to physicians in areas of the world that do not have the opportunities
of a sophisticated teaching center. The ISSLS textbook, now in its third edition, also promotes the
understanding of low back disorders. It is only fitting that our textbook be published in languages oth-
er than English, in order to maximize its educational value to physicians and surgeons throughout the
world.

It is an honor for ISSLS to translate this 3rd edition into Chinese. By doing so, we hope to ex-
pand the understanding of low back disorders to this most important continent. ISSLS expresses its
appreciation to Dr. Yong Hai, Professor and Chairman of Orthopaedic Surgery at the Spinal Surgery
Center in Beijing and to his colleagues.

Our Society hopes that through this ISSLS Chinese edition, Chinese and other Asian physicians
will seek to further knowledge of spinal disorders resulting in providing the most effective treatment to
their patients. Our Society also hopes that our Chinese and Asian colleagues will participate with us in

an exchange of ideas for which we all will benefit.

Harry N. Herkowitz, M.D.
On behalf of the International Society for the Study of the Lumbar Spine
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Hansen A. Yuan #3ZF

The International Society for the Study of the Lumbar Spine has
just completed its third decade with the publication of this new
edition of the Lumbar Spine, published in July, 2005. I am very
pleased that Dr. Yong Hai and his team has successfully transla-
ted this into Chinese.

This book is written and contributed as a collective work of
the Society”s Multidisciplinary and International membership.
Many of the members are definitely leaders in basic and clinical
perspectives of the lumbar spine in the world . T am very pleased
to see that this translation into Chinese allows the largest popula-
ted country in the world with dynamic spine management medical
and surgical specialists,be able to benefit from the up-to-date re-

view of the lumbar spine and use this knowledge to benefit the

Chinese people.
I personally thank the International Society for the study of the lumbar spine and congratulate

Dr. Hai and his team who translated this text into Chinese.

Hansen A. Yuan,M.D.
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