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Learning a Foreign Language

Text Comprehension

AR BB EIME % S e B R e A2 1, Horh L T AR B B LA R 5
iE2S) . (RS SIIRSC, T AAERARLL T A A AN
1. How the author feels about his foreign language learning;

2. The author’s foreign language learning experiences in four stages: a) in junior middle school; b)
in senior middle school; ¢) in college; d) through online English study.

PATF 2 1R i 1 BRAR T TR 3C

Practice A-1 The following adjectives can be used to describe the author’s feelings about his
foreign language learning. Read the following paragraph and fill in the blanks

with the words given.
trying frustrated worth new
unforgettable rewarding wonderful

Learning a foreign language has beenamost 1 yet most __ 2 experiences in my life. Though

I sometimes felt 3 in my study, it was well __4 _the effort. The most 5 result of having

learned a foreign language is that my mind has been opened to __6__ ways of seeing things. Not only

have I gained insights into another culture, but I am also able to communicate with more people and form
7 __friendships.

Practice A-2 The following questions are concerned with the author’s foreign language

learning experiences in four stages. Read the questions carefully and choose the
best answer to each question.

1. While in junior middle school, the author took great interest in foreign language learning mainly
because

A. it was his first English class B. all the students encouraged him
C. his teacher was kind and patient D. he seldom made mistakes



2. The author in senior middle school.

A. had no desire to speak English B. was still eager to learn English
C. could say almost anything in English D. gave up his study of English
3. What made him afraid to speak English at college was that
A. his teachers were unkind to him B. his classes were too large and noisy
C. he was no match for many of his classmates D. he made many mistakes in English
4. The author has found his online learning very due to his hard work.
A. embarrassing B. frustrating C. convenient D. fruitful

Practice A-3 Read the following statements. Are they true (T) or false (F) according to the

text? Correct the false statements.

1. The author often found learning a language frustrating.

2. The author’s English teacher in senior middle school was patient with all the students.

3. The author was afraid to speak English when he was in college.

4. Online learning was less challenging than regular classroom study.

5. It took the author a long time to get access to the necessary equipment for online learning.

6. The author seemed to be sick of learning a foreign language in his online courses.

7. The author’s hard work finally paid off.

8. The author was too shy to communicate with other people in English even long after the
online English course.

9. The author found learning a foreign language to be a smooth experience in his life.

10. The author had benefited a lot from learning a foreign language.

Practice A-# Fill in the following blanks with the correct information based on the text.

1. The communication medium for online learning was ) , and

2. The author’s experience with a foreign language started in

3. When he was in senior middle school, the author lost his joy in
4. The author’s college English teachers were all




5. When the author was in college, it seemed that his English was going to
6. Online learning requires 5 and to keep up the flow of the course.
7. The author had to work hard to meet set by the online course and to complete

8. Learning another language gave the author insights into
Paragraph Summary

ASCHsr A 8 B, W pSEB fiR A BEE TRIE OGS, Bl What's the topic of this para-
graph?

EB % Beake bl AL 250K H T A B (Y0 238 ) (topic sentence), — BRI, 4B 1 4015
ZBR ), H A ] B B TR I gk R . bhan, EIRSCIOAE 1 Berh, o 1 AiE
e 7V Xt 21 S ERI Az . Bl interesting Al rewarding , A B T4 . oA BRI 5
how the author felt about learning a foreign language.

SERE FAILRT, R T Pkt DR OC BEd& O BR ARRLJEE .

Practice A-5 Match each paragraph in Column A with its corresponding topic in Column B.
The first paragraph has been done for you.

[ Paragraph Topic
Para. 1 (d) a. the author’s foreign language learning experience at college
Para. 2( ) b. the author’s hard work and success in his online learning
Para. 3(. ) c. the benefits of learning a foreign language
Para. 4 () d. how the author felt about foreign language learning
Para.5( ) e. how the author lost his joy studying English in senior middle school
Para. 6 ( ) f. how the author became a top student in junior middle school
Para. 7.( =) g. the nature of online learning
Para. 8 ( ) h. how the author started in his online learning

7

Practice A-6 The following paragraph is concerned with the author’s online learning. Read

the paragraph carefully and identify the topic and its supporting details. Write
(T) for the topic and (S) for the supporting details.

BRARN, BB T T KL, e THATFRASRAALZEE, B, £EH
e RN JLIE R B AL AE 8) 9 B OE A 3L,

That was the situation until a couple of years later, when I was offered an opportunity to study
English through an online course. The communication medium was a computer, phone line, and modem.

I soon got access to the necessary equipment, learned the technology from a friend and participated in the
virtual classroom 5 to 7 days a week.



what equipment the author needed for online learning
how the author started his online learning
how the author learned the technology

how often the author attended his classes
Sentence Analysis

ASCHBLT — S KB ) -, A SRR Y rh I IEE LR UL S R KRk tean, 78
B BRWEEEH S, ATAILA%EX 2 —Hh)i%: Although at times, learning a language was frus-
trating, it was well worth the effort. 7£2¢ 2] X 1) iF T EELL T ILAS 28

B  although: conj. in spite of the fact that R&, BA(FFiLH)
—He decided to divorce his wife , although his mother begged him not to. 5 R fth £} 37 B sk {th 51

XM, (B fD R E SR -

§8 1. &£ M although B, TRt A but, 2.although & & MM &) &R £ 4) LiE—KBTH
Hug s X, 4o
— He’s very kind, although a bitrude. £ Z XA 4§, (2 CHLRRERY,

B attimes: sometimes Bk}
— At times she can be extremely bad-tempered. £ I} b IR <255 Bl 2R B .

b* well worth the effort: completely deserving the effort JEE{EEEEH

B well: adv. thoroughly 52 &3 , #lEHE
— The exhibition is well worth a visit. X/~ R W SRESEE.
— This movie is well worth seeing. X i, ZAEH EH—F .

& frustrating: adj. disappointing; discouraging < A;ETERY , {EAFRITRR
—It’s frustrating to have all these great plans and no money for achieving them. 45 | iX 62245

AT RIANTEHE 4 & SE A A TH %

B, HAHES )i, AOCEB R, BRI R #ia A S . 3L,
EBTANEILLN T )1

1. (L. 6) Because of this positive method, I eagerly answered all the questions I could, never worrying
much about making mistakes.
=This good teaching made me eager to answer questions in class without being afraid of making
mistakes.

I because of: due to, owing to BF, EX(FHEIRZIAKZIAAA)
— Because of his stage fright, he wasn’t able to sing as well as he used to. (fE4) &)
oA, MhREBOREE R AELARTIKC -
— She caught a cold because of the sudden drop in temperature. ({E41)H1)

bl TR R E 1.



positive: adj. pleasant and helpful fRtREY, BHIHER
— We should adopt all positive advice. 3%/ 1) i%RZH— I F M I EE I .

never worrying much about: without caring about " K%, worrying {E5HiRl, FERBPRTE
%FE;RO

. (L. 9) While my former teacher had been patient with all the students, my new teacher quickly
punished those who gave incorrect answers.

= My new teacher was totally different from my former teacher who was patient with his students.

while: conj. but, whereas T, ZAMGIEHMNARTITLEXER)

— While food was abundant in his house, her family were starving. fh )2 7 B & MRS, filh
2K MLER

— He was dressed in blue while his mother was dressed in red. {th Z¢#% W5 AR , i fth 3= -0
AL KRR,

— He prefers coffee while I like tea. fth = uinE, i el =k .

B kAR a T, AOERFAFALL:

— While I understand what you say, I can’t agree with you. JRUE IR B RIRIEAIE , T AN TSR
BRI A

former: adj. of an earlier period A\BIRY, LARTRY
— You seem like your former self. {1{1 5 X 81 %] | M ETHIR

patient: adj. having or showing patience FHfif (>4
— She’s very patient with children. fth %/ NMZIRAG MO o

. (L. 13) Not only did I lose my joy in answering questions, but also I totally lost my desire to say
anything at all in English.
=1 didn’t like or wish to speak in English at all.

not only...but also: R{E8-----TH, BAFAASEEEN.

— Not only does she sing well but she also dances gracefully. 4th A~{HRESKIE 75 ZhWr , 25 k5
PRI

not only /& 8] & B, i% 8] &9 £ 1% 24 40 474 (not only 451 £ #& 8K 9F), B 2, not only...but

also T34 4) PO AB 42 B, 4o: 1.58/41845)5 &, 4=: She is not only an actress but also

acomposer. ¥ {2 K R, LREHE, 2. 70&BEA &, 4o: Inotonly have read this

poem but have also learned it by heart. KA {2 #&TiX &, R LLEFRATERT.

joy: n. great happiness ({f X)) R

find/lose joy in doing sth. %5 / 2 2l HEF1) Ik

lose one’s desire to (do sth.): lose one’s strong hope to (do sth.) Sk E M EEHERE
— Now he has lost his desire to surf the Internet. {thF{/E LA FRLEW] FobiR 1,




-

(L. 16) Unlike my senior middle school teacher, my college English teachers were patient and kind,
and none of them carried long, pointed sticks!

=My senior middle school teacher was not patient or kind at all, while my college English teacher was

very kind.

unlike: prep. different from Ax4&----- L g AE
— Unlike her mother, this movie star has a strong sense of humor. 5B EAR R, XA
BARA WA R

unlike 45 % A B , T A FF oK A

— The way he speaks is unlike that of most people.( A /4 + be + unlike + £ i7})
b i 5 XA R 2 BB —H.

— It is unlike her to be so rude to others. (it + is + unlike + A + #¥ to IR ER)
b — A AN Sk N AL

long, pointed sticks: FEERR "XKXELHRF". R PiE pointers "H¥E",

5. (L. 30) I soon got access to the necessary equipment, learned the technology from a friend and

-

participated in the virtual classroom 5 to 7 days a week.

= With the necessary equipment and the relevant technology, I could now take online courses.

get/have access to: be able to use, reach or obtain HHEGHN . ) BN SHF; FH,

FE, w3

— We got access to all the important files for writing this report. $f/ 13%%5 T B X & E
I A T2 SR

BEAb, access to D W LABR HARA) ], 4n:

— He demanded access to a telephone. fth Z:k FHi— T HLiE.

— The delegation was denied access to the building. %3¢ [F & g3k ik A K.

— Her office gives access to the meeting room. #ifJ7h2A il Al &L E .

participate in: take part in &n
— She hates to participate in extracurricular activities. #h /> 2R Z MR IMNESD) .

virtual: adj. computer-produced but lifelike FEIR
— I'm not interested in any virtual community. 347 fE fuf B X A B 2L HR

(L. 32) Online learning is not easier than regular classroom study; it requires much time, commitment
and discipline to keep up with the flow of the course.

=Online learning is by no means easy; successful students should spend time, show great devotion,

and exercise self-control.

commitment: n. loyalty or devotion to certain beliefs or a course of action &— , FEiik
— This job calls for commitment and dedication on the part of the staff. JXTi T{EZ -k il T A



B discipline: n. self-control or a state of order and control 218, BER{ERTHEZIRR)
— Whoever violates discipline will be punished. 3§ Jx 20 3E& %52 11

keep up with the flow of the course: foliow the progress of the course R _FiRiZR9iHE

keep up with: maintain the same speed or rate of progress as sth. else goes JR L 5 =¥

EHMEE (R, M%)

— The young love to keep up with the latest fashions. F£48 N ZE K £

— Mother walks so fast that I often have to run to keep up with her. 33 AR T, IHEH
EP A REIRS bitb.

vy

7. (L. 37) Once in a while I cried with frustration, and sometimes I felt like giving up.
= Sometimes I felt so disappointed that I cried, and sometimes I wanted to stop learning.

}, once in a while: sometimes, but not often HrH& , {B/R
— It doesn’t matter if the children go to bed late once in a while. % T~ /R LEHE 3715 % &

b feel like: have a wish for 28
— I feel like dining out today. 4~ K IR FSPEME IR .
— Do you feel like a cup of black tea? YRAEIE ML A1L?
A, feel like b4 HoAth FHiL:
— She doesn’t feel like herself today — She’s particularly talkative.( J< 5 X i)
A KRR EH—IGR 5% .
— The screws in his pocket feel like coins. ftb, [14% LR 2248 b 254 REBE T o
— She feels like a criminal. #h % E H 2R A

8. (L. 38) But I didn’t feel intimidated by students who spoke faster than I did because I took all the time
I needed to think out my ideas and wrote a reply before posting it on the screen.
= Because I took a serious attitude to my studies, I was not frightened by other better students.

} feel intimidated: lack confidence; feel frightened and uneasy SEIHIF: BEIEH
— Women can come in here and not feel intimidated. %+ w1, A2 F(|UT,

P think out: consider carefully and in detail {FZH%EE
— The government must think out all the consequences of this policy. B 440X —BOR &

R ERFERBER L.

B+ post: vt. put up a notice to make sth. public s, B
— Post no bills here. HAMEE 1F3RI,
— The school posted the proclamation on the front gate. =R 2 - WETERTT ] .

9. (L. 50) Now that I speak a foreign language, instead of staring into space when English is being
spoken, I can participate and make friends.

= Because I speak a foreign language, I can now communicate with others and develop new friendship.



ﬁk now (that): since sth. has happened or since sth. is now true (It is used to introduce a circumstance

that makes it possible for a new stage to begin, or necessary for a change to be made) BE#k, H

a:

— Now (that) I’ve heard the music, I understand why you like it. Brit x4 Sl , TRBH 1R A
LEEWRET .

— Now you are here, I can leave. fR3E T, FeEelLiE T

— Now that you are a big boy, you must behave better. BESR A AT T, 5E44 40 s 1
k.

— No discussion will work now that everything’s been arranged. BESR— &R 2 1, AR [t
AR T3

P instead of: rather than; in place of AR - - T RKE

— We went for a walk instead of going straight home. I&fi 1% A HiZRI%, WAL T.
— As she was ill, I went to the meeting instead of her. fH T-#b %5, HBMEHST .

P> stare into space: look steadily at the sky FHERRE "BUEBEXS", BXHE EATR  He
stare ®o° “FEM". "HM". FEAR at 5 into:
— I stared at her out of curiosity. ¥ 4F Ay HET & it .
— The teacher stared me into silence. ZIfil]T B/ A BT .

10. (L. 52) I am able to reach out to others and bridge the gap between my language and culture and
theirs.

= I can understand others and no language barrier exists now.

> reach out to: understand what others say $£IES2 5 A BIiE
— It took him half a year to reach out to American professors. {th{f. 7 2 AERIBTHAIBERENTIE X E
BEWIHE T .

B Dbridge the gap: shorten the distance 45/\&8E; 3R& M4
— This reform aims to bridge the gap between the rich and poor. 1 X T # F 445/ DR E 2 8
=i,
SER THI ], R AL BT,

Practice A-7 Translate the above 10 sentences into Chinese.




10.

Practice A-8 Use appropriate sentence patterns to combine the two sentences in each
question into one.

1. Our joint venture has made enormous profits this year. His company is just the opposite.
Unlike

2. She was the best candidate. She got the job.
Because

3. The president has come. We can begin our debate.
Now that

4. His father is very generous to everybody. Her father is different.
Unlike
5. The fashion model draws well. She also sings beautifully.

Not only

6. It rained. Our field trip was cancelled.
It rained,

7. He teaches at college. He also runs a business.
Not only

8. We are alone. We can speak freely.
Now that

9. You have come. You may as well stay.
Now that

10. I sympathize. I can’t really do very much to help.
While




Practice A-9 Fill in each of the following blanks with ONE suitable verb.

. The government has taken steps to the gap between school and university.
. Everyone in our company is expected to in the decision-making process.

. You must out all the consequences of your departure.

. He has tried every means to out to his alumni( 3 #% A4) in Shanghai.

. She has never up her seat to me in the bus.

. The girl like vomiting now.

. The pupils in his school are unable to access to computers.

. All of us should work hard to up with the times.

O 00 N & L & W N =~

. He visits his ex-wife once in a

—
=1

. You must out all the consequences of your decision.

Word Study

ASCHBL 1 A D 8 WLt T S L], 2 2 I o P ik SRl 38 SORURT , e
{FHEANRIEBE R AL P AR SCo BLIE , LR BCATRASBBET LA 8 BE 1R P AR

1. (L. 4) in junior middle school

junior: adj. of low(er) rank or younger age #HERR, FHB XL
— He teaches at a junior college. {h{E—fr K L2,

— She is junior to me by five years. fth-bF/N5 %,

junior [t )2 X174 senior,

2. (L. 32) require much time, commitment and discipline

> require: vt. call for R , EE
— This task requires precision. iX Jii{T- 55 2R K5
— I require him to finish his assignments on time. 3% 3k {th f215 52 s 70V -
— She required an immediate explanation from me. #th =k 3% 0 | {F H iR
— Secrecy is required of all the participants. 5 52 # 1 ik {f 9%,

requirement n.
— She failed to meet our enrollment requirements. fth 4 HEil & T&A 1A Z2 35k .
3 (L. 34) to complete assignments on time

“» complete: vt. finish or perfect 52 , {55
— She completed her Japanese course in three months. #ls FH} =4~ &5 7 H B R L .
— He completed his article with a short paragraph. fib JH—/]NE &5 ok H e s,

10



4. (L. 37) I made many, sometimes, embarrassing, mistakes.

§§ embarrassing: adj. causing to feel anxious and uncomfortable 4 A BEtA), Ei8RY
— She is now in a very embarrassing situation. #b H gij &b — AR E LAY R

embarrassment n.
— He tried to hide his embarrassment. {2 H#EHR E A,

embarrass v.

— Her remarks embarrassed me. #b[1)i% F 5 KR K.

5. (L. 42) reaped the benefits of all that hard work

§ benefit: n. anything that brings help, advantage, or profit i, if4b, B8
— We’ve acquired much benefit from this project. I TAMix A5 B rR 13 3R K 4F4L .
— I exercise for the benefit of my own health. %4 B .U f e B
— Holidays can be of much benefit to us. R #HFEL TN 14 RAIR L4740
— These reforms are to everyone’s benefit. iX 25 # %t kK A 44k .

6. (L. 45) but one that I wouldn’t trade for anything

? trade: v. (AmE) agree to exchange one thing for another thing #&E, X5
— They decide to trade land for peace. fifi 1o & L) 1 M3 BN
— He traded on his father’s position to get this job. {thFI| F 5 £ R AL FREL T X 6 TAE

| trade & #% 2 exchange or buy and sell goods GEATH % , L &).

— 1 won’t want to trade with his company. Fg A AHIRMBAO A FBAER T .
— She trades in clothing. fh {8 R ARBEAE .

7. (L. 46) gave me insights into another culture

ﬁ» insight: n. a sudden, clear, but not always complete understanding i1, L&
give / provide sb. with insights into sth.: help sb. to have an understanding of sth.
— His job as an salesman gave him an insight into the toughness of the business world.

HEH B — B IR B i 5 TR

— This poet has shown great insight into human character. X {715 A BoRH 73 N BRI ZIE

2.
— She is a woman of great insight. i —/NRA WARRI oM.
Practice A-10 Translate the following expressions into English, using the above words.

1. VLR 8] 3% 2 6] 2. 2RI AGHKE
3. BT 5P O — A HALBAR GG AT 4. B T AAMS Y —%

11



S. FF AR N 6. — 4L A IR K 6 £ db AT Ay
7. FR A= &350 3R

Practice A-11 Read the following sentences, and then write out the synonyms of the words
in brackets with the help of the initial letters.

1. Are you p (sure) that you’ve locked the lab?

2. Wer (ask) all passengers to show their tickets.

3. He metonly a j (low-ranking) minister.

4. You’ll have the b (advantage) of a first-class education in our school.
5. His f (previous) girlfriend has come to see him.

6. I want her to ¢ (finish) this job in 5 days.

7. He is against military d (order).

Practice A-12 Read the following sentences, and then write out the antonyms of the words
in brackets with the help of the initial letters.

. Johniss (junior) to me in the company.

. In the end he gave an (positive) answer.

. His parents often ¢ (praise) him for his laziness.

The d (benefits) of this program cannot be overlooked.
. I’ve never made such a p (embarrassing) speech.

. Hisp (former) position is at stake.

1
2
3
4.
5
6
7

. I’m getting more and more i (patient) with her.

Keys to Successful Online Learning

Understanding the Text

AT LB L2 S - E RIS . 70221030, A B X S th 2 Bk
W7, JEREHEIERA MR, e, BcrhigFIE 7 A ik 25 /& Keep up with the progress of the
course(F - IRFRMIHEIE) .

AT R IAGMIPR AR S BRRR TR 3.
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