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Application of Tariff Rates

1. The Most Favored Nation (MFN) Tariff Rates

The MFN tariff rates shall apply to goods imported from and originated in the members of the World Trade
Organization providing that the MFN treatment is reciprocal between the People’s Republic of China and these
members; or those countries or regions with which the People’s Republic of China has concluded bilateral agree-
ments for reciprocal tariff preference: or the custom territory of the People’s Republic of China.

2. The Agreement Tariff Rates

The agreement tariff rates shall apply to goods imported from and originated in the countries or regions which
join together with the People’s Republic of China into regional trade agreements for tariff preferences.

The agreement tariff rates are currently applicable to some goods imported from and originated in Brunei Darussalam,
the Kingdom of Cambodia, the Republic of Indonesia, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, the Union of
Myanmar, the Republic of the Philippines, the Republic of Singapore, the Kingdom of Thailand and the Socialist Re-
public of Viet Nam; the Republic of Korea, the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh, the Republic of India; Islamic Republic of Pakistan; the Republic of Chile; the Hong Kong Special Adminis-
trative Region of the People’s Republic of China, the Macao Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China.

3. The Special Preferential Tariff Rates

The special preferential tariff rates shall apply to goods imported from and originated in countries or regions
that have concluded special tariff preferential agreements with the People’s Republic of China.

The special preferential tariff rates are applicable to some goods imported from and originated in the Kingdom
of Cambodia, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, the Union of Myanmar, the People’ s Republic of
Bangladesh; the Republic of Benin, the Republic of Burundi, the Republic of Cape Verde, the Central African
Republic, the Union of Comoros, the Democratic Republic of Congo, the Republic of Djibouti, the Republic of
Equatorial Guinea, the State of Eritrea, the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, the Republic of Guinea,
the Republic of Guinea Bissau, the Kingdom of Lesotho, the Republic of Liberia, the Republic of Madagascar,
the Republic of Mali, the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, the Republic of Mozambique, the Republic of Niger,
the Republic of Rwanda, the Republic Sierra Leone, the Republic of the Sudan, the United Republic of Tanzani-
a, the Republic of Togo, the Republic of Uganda, the Republic of Zambia, the Republic of Senegal, the Repub-
lic of Angola; the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, the Republic of Yemen, the Independent State of Samoa,
the Republic of Vanuatu, the Republic of Maldives.

4. The General Tariff Rates

The general tariff rates shall apply to goods imported from and originated in countries or regions with which
the People’ s Republic of China has concluded no agreements for reciprocal tariff preference, goods with non-ori-
gin or no definite origin.

5. The Interim Tariff Rates

The interim import tariff rates have the priority over the MFN tariff rates for application. Goods eligible for
interim import tariff rates, when imported under the agreement tariff rates or special preferential tariff rates, will
be levied under the lower of the two rates.

The interim export tariff rates have the priority over the export tariff rates for application.

Interim tariff rates are effective in one year from January 1% to December 31%.

6. Exemption and Reduction

Customs duties shall be reduced or exempted in accordance with the provisions set out in the relevant regula-
tions by the State Council on goods imported into or exported out of the designated areas, the designated enter-

prises, or for designated uses.
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or surgical instruments and apparatus;

parts and accessories thereof «+++++++++srererreres (619)
Chapter 91  Clocks and watches and parts thereof «-++-+--- (639)
Chapter 92 Musical instruments; parts and acces-

sories of such articles c++ssscerererracenniiinnnn. (644)

SECTION XIX ARMS AND AMMUNITION; PARTS AND
ACCESSORIES THEREOQOF
Chapter 93 Arms and ammunition; parts and

accessories thereof «+reeeeerrrseeseniiinnniiiiin, ( 647 )

SECTION XX MISCELLANEQUS MANUFACTURED
ARTICLES
Chapter 94 Furniture; bedding, mattresses, mattress
supports, cushions and similar stuffed
furnishings; lamps and lighting fittings,
not elsewhere specified or included;
illuminated signs, illuminated name plates
and the like; prefabricated buildings -«++-+- (650)
Chapter 95 Toys, games and sports requisites; parts
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and accessories thereof «++++resreserrrrsrreeren (655)
Chapter 96 Miscellaneous manufactured articles ««+++++-+-+ (661)

SECTION XXI WORKS OF ART, COLLECTORS’
PIECES AND ANTIQUES
Chapter 97 Works of art, collectors’ pieces and
ANHIGUES ++++++eersvesssrrsssnuessmntsnnneennrennns (668)
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GENERAL RULES FOR THE
INTERPRETATION OF THE
HARMONIZED SYSTEM

Classification of goods in the Nomenclature shall be governed by
the following Rules:

1. The titles of Sections, Chapters and sub-Chapters are provided for
ease of reference only; for legal purposes, classification shall be
determined according to the terms of the headings and any relative
Section or Chapter Notes and provided such headings or Notes do

not otherwise require, according to the following provisions.

2. (a) Any reference in a heading to an article shall be taken to in-
clude a reference to that article incomplete or unfinished, pro-
vided that, as presented, the incomplete or unfinished article
has the essential character of the complete or finished article.
[t shall also be taken to include a reference to that article com-
plete or finished (or falling to be classified as complete or fin-
ished by virtue of this Rule), presented unassembled or disas-
sembled.

(b) Any reference in a heading to a material or substance shall be
taken to include a reference to mixtures or combinations of
that material or substance with other materials or substances.
Any reference to goods of a given material or substance shall
be taken to include a reference to goods consisting wholly or
partly of such material or substance. The classification of
goods consisting of more than one material or substance shall

be according to the principles of Rule 3.

3. When by application of Rule 2 (b) or for any other reason, goods
are, prima facie, classifiable under two or more headings, classi-
fication shall be effected as follows:

(a) The heading which provides the most specific description shall
be preferred to headings providing a more general description.
However, when two or more headings each refer to part only
of the materials or substances contained in mixed or composite
goods or to part only of the items in a set put up for retail
sale, those heading are to be regarded as equally specific in
relation to those goods, even if one of them gives a more
complete or precise description of the goods.

(b) Mixtures, composite goods consisting of different materials or
made up of different components, and goods put up in sets
for retail sale, which cannot be classified by reference to Rule
3 (a), shall be classified as they consisted of the material or
component which gives them their essential character, insofar
as this criterion is applicable.

(c) When goods cannot be classified by reference to Rule 3 (a)
or Rule 3 (b), they shall be classified under the heading
which occurs last in numerical order among those which equal-

ly merit consideration.
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