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Fireworks originated in ancient China. They were first used to frighten away evil spirits with their loud sound and also to
pray for happiness and prosperity. The genius of fireworks was then spread to the West, as East met West during the
great period of exploration, in the sixteenth century.

The inherent bond between Macau and fireworks started at the beginning of the 20th Century when fireworks was one of
the three major traditional handicraft industries in Macau. Indeed, the influence of fireworks towards art and culture pen-
etrates and prevails over the city where firecrackers and fireworks are, then and now, the most common form of celebra-
tions in most festivals and ceremonies throughout the calendar. Apart from adding spectacular finishing touches to many
grand events, fireworks displays, more importantly, act as the channel of communication which, in turn, unites people of
different cultures around the world. Indeed, this is one of the main reasons why the Macau Government Tourist Office has
continued to hold the Macau International Fireworks Display Contest for already nearly two decades.

Fireworks symbolize strength, reunion and festivity. The Contest not only attracts local residents, but also photographers,
professional fireworks manufacturers and tourists from around the globe, who are all fascinated by the stunning beauty of
the dazzling fireworks. The annual Macau International Fireworks Display Contest is now one of the most significant and
enchanting tourism activities in the city and is also globally recognized as one of the best of its kind in the world. Owing to
the immense support and cooperation from the Special Administrative Region Government and from the local community,
we are able to embrace new elements and invite more participating teams, which then bring about further enhancement
of the standard and recognition of the Contest. The purpose of all these is, after all, making the event a better one from
strength to strength, illuminating the night sky of Macau with the most glamorous colours.

This book is written by two reputable authors: Ms. Anita Fung Pou Chu and Mr. Lei Ip Fei. They precisely share with us
the history and development of the Macau International Fireworks Display Contest, together with a thorough introduction
of firecrackers and fireworks in terms of evolution and categories. Meanwhile, the chief author, Ms. Anita Fung Pou Chu
applies her talented artistic touch to create a series of vivid and lively art works and teaches the readers how to appreciate
the absolute beauty and culture of fireworks through the manipulation of shape, colour, sound and light.

Last but not least, | sincerely hope that the publication of this book will create an increasing interest and love of fireworks
from the general public and from our dearest tourists. | hope this book serves to arouse a more profound knowledge of
the artistic qualities needed to appreciate fireworks. | sincerely invite you to come and feel the Fireworks Art in Macau,
found only in sparkling Macau.
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