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Summary

Painted on the roughcast, the Guangzhou painted porcelain is pro-
duced chiefly for external sale. Ithas made a unique and indelible contri-
bution to the economic and cultural exchanges between China and for-
eign countries for nearly three hundred years. Itis well worth mentioning
that the aesthetic value of its early products has begun to attract people’s
attention.

The Europeans’ fondness for multi-colored porcelain to a certain
extent spurred a big development of China’s painted porcelain in Qing
Dynasty. In China’s early frequent trading transactions with the west,
China’s famous preelain capital Jindezhen shifted part of its painted por-
celain production to Guangzhou, then the biggest trading port in China.
The blending of Chinese and western cultures and technology resulted in
a boom of Guangzhou painted porcelain prodcution. With its’shapes and
patterns differing from year to year, it stood out for Rococo style. Be-
cause of social, political and economic echanges in Europe later on,
Guangzhou painted porcelain shifted to American market. With the de-
velopment of relations between east and west in the mid-19* century,
the Guangzhou painted porcelain took on nationalization and
regionalization, with design and decorative theme becoming more
monotonous. Today, due to a shrinking market and reasons of its own,
Guangzhou painted porcelain production has dropped by a big margin.
However, a study of its history is of great importance.

A great number of Guangzhou painted porcelains are extant
abroad, mainly in European and American countries. This causes our
study some difficulties. If we canimprove our communications in this
respect, we’ll deepen our study of ancient Chinese ceramics.
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