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GENERAL PREFACE

There are numerous historic and cultural cities and towns on the vast territory of this Divine Land; they are the
cultural crystallization of the long history of the Chinese Nation. Since 1982 the State has nominated 101 historic and
cultural cities in successive 4 groups, and in 2003 it again nominated 10 historic cultural towns for the first time; now
a great number of towns are enthusiastically applying for the nomination, which explains that the State has raise the
protection of historic towns to a new high, and also reflects that people have got a common view on protecting
heritages.Just as famous cities, famous historic towns are also provided with relatively high cultural, scientific and
artistic value, and carry the excellent tradition of varied regions and nationalities. Quite a few famous towns have
fortunately preserved much more cultural remains with distinctive special features, which are indeed precious.Our
country has a vast territory and a great many cities and towns, and the protection and rational development of historic
and cultural towns are well under way without signs of decline. The aim of our editing and publishing of this Series
Picture Albums of China's Famous Historic and Cultural Towns is that we would like, through introducing the
historical and cultural essence of these famous towns and protecting the efforts made for carrying forward traditional

culture, to intensify the strength of the billows and waves in protecting the famous towns.

Ruan Yisan
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A Master Plan Map of the Historic Town

020 50 100 2008
—_—————




JARE, HAR 5 M AR v R, AR BRI
WA REDFROE L, RIEWR, )5
WA B4 ot BEESRRoiE 0, b
R ITHiTLA(1086), A it 3 B 15 %= B
B, A SRR, &
BAE, FACER LS A HE, R
B R O, Rt B %
B EIOUARTLTH & %P7 =2 R ikt
M TL I v 3T Tk, &Y R A Ok T
Pk B, TE T PLE AR R0

Tilis LMWK R, B
AR E., 29, WM&, FL2H%
BEI I RO, WA 5 N B B
Pl b, FEER-HAZE, B8R
L, XY@k, HdRE, FHE

H A AE T ML .

JEOE . CHLAPEME, M
KT, WBEAWME ., kA%,
WLOEEIT L D L S T
MAniF ek ERELE, R AR

THE FAMOUS TOWNSHIP OF ZHOUZHUANG

Located in southeast of Suzhou, Zhouzhuang was the fief of Yao the youngest son of King of State Wu in the Spring and Autumn

period, and was thus called Yaocheng; later it was called Zhenfengli Community because there was a bridge by the name of

Zhenfeng. In the first year of the Yuanyou period of the Northern Song Dynasty (1086), Zhou the Gentleman for Meritorious

Achievement believed in the accumulating of virtue deeds and donated his own manor to be built into a temple; and people

renamed Zhenfengli into Zhouzhuang out of thanks for his virtue deeds. In the Southern Song Dynasty, Zhouzhuang became

prosperous along with the Song Dynasty” s moving to the south; by the end of the Yuan Dynasty, Shen You the father of Shen

Wansan the No. One Rich Man south
Nanxun, Huzhou and brought
form a market fair with Fu’ an Bridge
of the Ming and Qing two dynasties,
gathering and distributing place of
as well as other commercial goods,
and trade town in Suzhou. In its
frequent changes in administration
Wujiang, and also to Changzhou, once

of the Yangtze River moved here from
Zhouzhuang a booming commerce to
as its center; through the development
Zhouzhuang gradually became a
grains, silks, ceramics, arts and crafts
and became a large-sized commercial
history, Zhouzhuang has experienced
Jurisdiction: originally it belonged to

was put under the jurisdiction of Wu
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county, and later was placed under the jurisdiction of Kunshan; however, it has been always under the jurisdiction of Suzhou.
Zhouzhuang is a “town of marshland, surrounded by waters on all its four sides” , the ancient town, embraced by the lakes of
Baixian (White Clam), Beibaidang (North White Marsh), Nanhu (South Lake), Chenghu (Clear Lake), Dianshanhu and so on, is
like a lotus floating on water surface, with its specific natural environment forming Zhouzhuang’ s typical water-land features
south of the Yangtze River; after entering the ancient town, one can see the water-land features of ancient Suzhou perfectly
preserved here, and the sight of “boat’ s being able to pass through a family house” in the Zhangs’ Hall evidently shows the
intimacy of people with rivers and waters. The streets of the ancient town are built along rivers, all the four longitudinal and
latitudinal rivers of the whole town, in the “#” pattern, form the eight long streets, with over ten ancient bridges built in the
Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties preserved over them; and on the long streets are numerous ancient buildings preserved from the
Ming and Qing dynasties, with more than 60 brick carving gateway arches still existing till now. Reputed as the No. One Water
Land in China, Zhouzhuang was listed by the State as the Historical and Cultural Famous Town of China in the first batch (ten
towns) in 2003, and has also been included in the Preparatory List of China’ s World Heritages.

Zhouzhuang is also a talent gathering place: Zhang Han the great calligrapher of the Western Jin Dynasty, Liu Yuxi and Lu
Guimeng the Tang Dynasty poets, Zhou the Song Dynasty Gentleman for Meritorious Achievement who set up the manor here,
Shen Wansan the Ming Dynasty No. One Rich Man who developed economy in Zhouzhuang as well as contemporary Liu Yazi, Ye
Chucang, Fei Gongzhi and the others have all left behind their chapters in the history of Zhouzhuang.

Kunqu opera the World Oral Non-material Cultural Heritage has been sung popularly in Zhouzhuang, the folk ditties have been
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sung up to now on the boats and in the lanes of Zhouzhuang, the folk festival
cerebrating activities such as dragon dance, rowing the fast boats and so on express
the common people’ s joyful emotion thanks to their peaceful living and work: the
folk cultural shops— blacksmith’ s shop, bean-curd workshop, pub, bucket
binding workshop and the like are opened on the Zhongshi (Central Market) Street,
which retains and preserves the non-material cultural heritages of the traditional
arts and crafts south of the Yangtze River.

A land of fish and rice south of the Yangtze River, Zhouzhuang produces fishes and

shrimps at all four seasons throughout the year, with crystalline shrimps, fresh
water crabs, barbell fish, river eels, mandarin fish, etc. being the exquisite aquatic products among them; the local flavors of
Wansan braised pork knuckles, begonia cakes, green dumplings and so on that are of cultural features are also excellent gifts to

be presented to relatives and friends.

Over recent years, the Town Government has done a great deal of very fruitful work to protect the cultural heritages of the
ancient town; has, under the prerequisite of ensuring the originality and truthfulness of the heritages, launched a large-scale
environmental comprehensive administration and repair and renovation work all over the town, and has to effectively promoted
the protection and continuation of the ancient town” s features and style as well as its historical cultural veins.
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THE STYLE AND FEATURES
OF THE ANCIENT TOWN
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Get a bird's-eye view of Zhouzhuang.

1Y The memorial arch zhenkou.




JG#s N%  Family houses along the Hougang (Rear Tributary).
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The Hougang (Rear Tributary).
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¥ ¥t The black dragon bridge.

Fil  Stone carving.
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ZHEN'GU HALL
Built in the Qing Dynasty, the hall is the former residence of Shen Tilan, a patriotic
democratic figure and educator. This hall is of exquisite structure, its interior

furnishings are simple, unsophiscated and unique.

The Zhengu hall

The front hail
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