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PREFACE 1

to Professor Tu Yungwen’s Book
An Advanced English Grammar

We are now well into the new Twenty First Century, our world rapidly
changing as modern communications and technologies continue to lessen
the distances among peoples and countries. Our world seems smaller and
smaller as cultures and languages increasingly encounter one another.
Humankind continues to advance, and important to - that advancement is
the increased sharing of our unique national and cultural experiences as we
endeavor to improve the broader human condition.

An exciting and important dimension of these human advances
involves the increased contact and interaction between two of the world's
great civilizations: China and the English-speaking world. These two
influential cultural groupings, grounded in rich languages and historical
traditions, have played major roles in humankind’s evolution. Separated by
geography, language and unique cultural traditions, China and the Eng-
lish-speaking world now increasingly encounter one another in all dimen-
sions—political, economic and societal. Never before has the need been
s0 great for each of these civilizations to plumb the depths of the other's
rich language and cultural tradition. Professor Tu Yungwen'’s expansive and
carefully crafted book is a valuable contribution to this important end.

Professor Tu Yungwen has devoted his professional life to the study of
language, and his new book, Advanced English Grammar will enable
students and interested learners to tackle all important aspects of English
language structure and comprehension. | had the opportunity to observe
Professor Tu Yungwen as he undertook some of his careful reseach here in
the United States. At that time | was enthusiastic about the writing in which
he was engaged, and now | am truly excited by the publication of this
multifaceted grammar text.

The user of this book will find it comprehensive in coverage and replete




with examples. Meanwhile, the author has used sentences and excerpts
from various sources—spanning classical and modern literature to contem-
porary science and current events—to enrich the language presented to the
reader. The resultant book is, indeed, a complete English grammar
analysis, a very weicome contribution to the growing literature on English
grammar and ltanguage.

John P. Willerton
University of Arizona, Tucson
u. S. A
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PREFACE 2

These days large-scale works on English grammar are scarce among
the books that fill bookstore shelves. In view of this Prof. Tu Yungwen has
devoted himself to the compilation of this book, An Advanced English
Grammar, which, containing 1. 6 million printing marks, was published in
Beijing successively by the Knowledge Publishing House, the Encyclopae-
dia of China Publishing House and China Translation and Publishing Corpo-
ration, and has been printed five times since its first edition in 2001. This
book is expected to offer some practical experience in English grammar to
those already familiar with the English language and those with aspiration to
promote their skill in the language.

Prior to the compilation of this book, Prof. Tu consulted and studied
plenty of data from various sources, such as news, fims, television,
reports, newspapers, magazines, public relations and other fresh works,
to get this book compatible with the times by enriching it with current
practical material.

Owing to the variety and complexity of English grammatical rules and
theories, on the basis of current events, modern science and technology
and famous classical and modern literature, Prof. Tu has made use of
typical words, idioms and sentences, and analysed detailedly, compared
pro and con and made diagrams of their structure in the light of English
grammatical rules and theories.

For English language learners, proficiency in sentence structure
analysis is of vital importance; hence this book focuses on the three
aspects as follows:

1. Complicated English grammatical rules and theories analysed in
detail with practical examples;

2. Sentence structure of various types analysed with clear and vivid
diagrams;



3. A reference book compatible with the times and of a style of its own.

With its distinctive design, material-drawing and arrangement of
contents, this book is expected to be useful to those striving for the promo-
tion of their skill in the English language so as to keep pace with the rapid
development of present economy, culture, science and technology.

lan V. Thomas
Murdoch University
Australia
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PREFACE 3

An Advanced English Grammar by professor Tu Yungwen is a very
practical and comprehensive reference book, and has proved its academic
value, for it has been printed five times successively by three publishing
companies in Beijing since its first edition in 2001, the Knowledge Pulbish-
ing House, the Encyclopaedia of China Publishing House and China Trans-
lation and Publishing Corporation.

This book on English grammar analysis is ideal for and helpful to the
English language learners with Chinese cultural background, and very
entertaining with plenty of practical illustrations, detailed and unequivocal
written analyses and clear vivid diagrams of sentence structures, which are
rare in the books of the same category and display Prof. Tu’'s spirit of
dedication and academic ability for the compilation of this work.

English language differs quite a lot from any other language in
grammar (that is, morphology and syntax). If the English language could
be mastered simply by equalizing some other language’s expressions with
some English ones, then it would not be worth any serious study at all. The
truth is this: No two languages are alike, and every language has its
peculiar ways of expression. This book is to those in need of a skillful
command of English peculiar ways of expression a help useful to the study
of the English language.

It is too often the case that some, who have studied English language
several years, are unable to applly it with high proficiency. This may be laid
at the fact that they have paid insufficient attention to the functions of the
parts of speech, the relation between words and sentence elements and
the analyses of sentence structure, and thus they complain that the English
language is difficult to study. They are neglectful of the fact that it is not the
language itself that is difficult but its peculiarities that have been puzzling
them most. | think that the puzzlement is surmountable and that this book,

— VI —



An Advanced English Grammar, can help get rid of it. Both English gram-
matical knowledge and Chinese art and literature reflected in this book are
of extreme value, hencé this recommendation of it as a help useful to those
interested in English study, and this preface for it.

The People’s Provincial Government of Guizhou has awarded this book
the first prize for the excellent academic achievements of philosophy and
social sciences, as is an honourable symbol of Prof. Tu's special field of
study.

Susan J. Fox
Curtin University of Technology
Australia
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