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Chapter One Nouns
1.1 Morphological Composition of Nouns (ZiAMNEKERE)

A. Simple nouns (single-word nouns) ¥ _£ 73
e.g. life £ planet T2 speech I

B. Derivative nouns ¥ 4 & 73
e.g. treatment JRJT prevention FBH honesty &3 friendship
KiH

C. Compound nouns £ 4%
e.g. tooth-brush (3 l) door-handle |78 )L window screen
2B slow-down (HEF=HIB)

1.2 Classification of Nouns (-&iF804%)

A. Kinds (1 %)
a. Proper nouns (¥F &) :
China F E, England £ #% 22, Shakespeare ¥ 1 W IL,
Wall Street #£/R#, February — H, Monday B#i—, the
World Trade Organization (WTO th R R S5 4HHR)
b. Common nouns (B 1) .
1. Individual nouns & 4],
e.g. man A, book ¥, village #f
2. Collective nouns & &1,
e.g. cattle ¥ &, family KEE, crowd AB¥, audience
A, committee 2 R £
3. Material nouns ¥ /% 447,
e.g. snow, iron, air X
4. Abstract nouns H#R %4 1d],
e.g. speed # f, kindness 1 ¥, toothache F J¥,
modernization AR AL, terrorism B X



Wt LB KB R

B. Countables and uncountables: Nouns may also be classified
from another point of view, that is from grammatical concept.
(BAZETURG—5 @, Bpidkimd Lo K,)

Nouns denoting the class-names of persons, animals, plants,
concrete objects, units of measurement, etc. are called count-
able nouns. They are generally used with indefinite determin-
ers a(n), another, e.g. a citizen, an hour, another book.
(A TEEAG LR, S M L4, AhFdh, tEFL2F
ARG LPEMRATH LA, BFELLAM a (n)(—)K
another( % —)#& A, ¥, —AARK, — D H, F—KF,)
Nouns denoting the names of solid substances and materials,
liquids, gases, languages, any abstractions, etc. are generally
used as uncountable nouns, e.g. gold, water, news, advice,
music. (R FBE&KBHHM, Rk, LK, ET, A ETHE
BMAFHLARTAKLTE LA, #lde. 4 F, X, #1,
N, EFFR)

But sometimes they are interchangeable. ({2 & B T W %

%)

a. Individual nouns are countables and have two numbers,
singular or plural. (™MAZF R AT HLH, FRAEHA
.)

b. Collective nouns & 41 .

1. Nouns used in the singular and denoting a number of
things collected together and regarded as a single object
BERRER, ERFLXFEYNESEREHR—1
HYH2E
Machinery new to the industry in Australia was intro-
duced for preparing land.

BAFW T B33 T Fra el okt

2. Nouns which are singular in form though plural in

meaning (REREHE X HEHBFERNB17)

I had no idea the police were so devilishly prudent.
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REAREDREERETRAMN,

3. Nouns that may be both singular and plural according
to the sense in which they are used (7ZE{# & X LBk
B LA B OURT L B 1)
A small crowd is lined up to see the guests arrive.
—IZNEATAREEANGBIR,
They were walking in the direction of the scene of ac-
tion, towards which crowds of people were already
pouring from a varicty of quartes.
ffIEERE S R EN G, —HX—BAEND
[PAWE [ F: | 1:: 8

c. Material nouns are usually uncountables and are generally

used without any article. (¥ J5 4% 1 38 ¥ & & W] ¥ 4 14,

{5 A B — R AR AT 5 i )

There was coffee still in the urn.

T H A e,

Note(7¥ ) : Nouns of material are used in the plural to de-

note different sorts of a given material. (E¥IERMYE

ZRARAERIFEWRAARERHE,)

a quantity of select wines

—EER LA (BER)HEE

d. Abstract nouns are usually uncountables, though some of

them may be countables. (1% 4% 17 i ¥ B A 6] B & 1A,

B4 AT 4 .)

a knock at the door — M=
expression of ideas BHEARE
business hours BlLrtE
financial difficulties LT EM

An uncountable noun is generally not used with the indef-

inite article. Sometimes it is used as countable with a
change in the meaning. (R 7] 8 & ifl — &R 5 7 & 5 id]
EH. AT &R AR TRE,)
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We can’ t live without air.
RINBFEAREBER,
Don’t put on airs. (affectation)
FERF, (“ars” XBEHREEL),
There is an air of cheerfulness about the place. (appear-
ance)
REMABEBMBEHAM, (“ar” XEHIA").
She shouldn’t give herself airs.
AN ZRRBRN, (“airs” XEFWK"),
I’1l devote my youth to what I consider meaningful.
RELEWERLSBRIANE B X EW,
When he first came, he was a youth of eighteen.
fib 55— DR H BHEERA 18 FH1/IMKF .
They are all hard-working, promising youths.
fib I #R R THES 1, KA RIRWE,
Purpose of classification: (A28 HAY:)
A. capitalization X B
B. formation of the plural number f{ £ %9 #8 2&,
C. agreement with the predicate verb 5 ik i& %) 8 — X
D. correct use or non-use of the article sE#4& F] & 35 & & & 73

1.3 Number (%)

Some of the general rules for forming the plural of English nouns
are omitted here. (L& A% T — MR L HH X 69 —HMRN,)

A. If the noun ends in-o preceded by a consonant, the plural is
mostly formed by adding -s. (3@ X & v o 4 A, # B o AT @
RARE ABHBAKXSKALARAMS,)

piano-pianos 5 photo-photos M8 Jr
solo-solos 4 1§ dynamo-dynamos X ZhHL
casino-casinos & K37, B

inferno-infernos 3SR A% 1 3 Br 8RR &
kilo-kilos 2> B



But: (BI41A) .

hero-heroes ZE# potato-potatoes 44
Negro-Negroes B A echo-echoes [H] 7=
veto-vetoes & Bt embargo-embargoes 2512

tomato-tomatoes P8 £LHfi

All nouns ending in -o preceded by a vowel form the plurél in -s.
(FFAU o B E o BIRTHE N L RMARBIN-s BRLE
o) :
cuckoo-cuckoos i A 5 bamboo-bamboos 11 F
portfolio-portfolios Fh 1 B 55

There are a few nouns ending in -o which form the plural both
in -s and -es. (— Ll o G RM BT UEREM s th ]
BA0 es B $.)

mosquito-mosquitos or mosquitoes B F

calico-calicos or calicoes EfZEA7, H # A

motto-mottos or mottoes R & , M A &

. In compound nouns the plural is formed in various ways. ( £ 4

PN D RS ER IS S )

a. As a rule a compound noun forms the plural by adding -s to
the head-word. (EE®KFAKRKBMN s BE S B/ AHBREH
A — TR )

stepson stepsons 4T
mother-in-law mothers-in-law 8, B
comrade-in-arms comrades-in-arms & K
looker-on lookers-on W&
runner-up runners-up L%

b. If there is no noun-stem in the compound, -s is added to the
last element. (MR B H Z17 18 F, s M IMER T —i78 K
B.)
forget-me-not forget-me-nots 71 =,
merry-go-round merry-go-rounds JEF5 K 5
hold-all hold-alls FRH
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die-hard die-hards 3 E 42 F
good-for-nothing good-for-nothings 4R 1§, LKA

. In compounds whose first element is man or woman, both

elements normally become plural. (MR E & &ZH 8 E—H
A7 & man X woman, ﬁ#’ﬁ’?‘*ﬁﬁﬂi%ﬁﬂ%ﬂ{ﬁﬁiﬁ
ERK.)

woman-journalist women-journalists 710 %
woman-servant women-servants 21
But: BIMNYF

man-eater man-eaters B A ¥, & A8

woman-hater woman-haters RELZ FH A

C. Some peculiarities in Number (4 #1)

a.

Some nouns are not used as plurals. (—“H‘@Iﬁxﬁiﬁ?ﬂ
W)
news 3 B, furniture & &, money &, clothing % IR #9

#K, bread T 15, scenery K 3®, information {& &, advice £

A
[=}

. The names of games, diseases, sciences and other subjects of

study are usually singular. (R & E 3, BR, BEMEM
FRMEFREEREE, )

football /2R, typhoid 1 %€, measles BE3Z, physiology 4 B
%, physics ¥ F %

. The names of things which go in pairs are plural. (B X} H

A FYHBREEERHA,)

shorts 5 #%, trousers ¥ F, spectacles iR 8%, fetters I %,

scales X, scissors 8§ 7], pyjamas BE &K #, chopsticks T

But in the constructions a pair of..., this (each) pair
f. .., this kind of noun takes a singular verb. ({H¥E a pair

of. .., this(each)pair of. . ., this kind of M, Zifd )5

BEHIHE.)

. Some nouns are always regarded as plural. (32 42 5 58 %

BUANEEH.)
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€.

f.

1.4 Case

cattle ¥ & (B #K) . &, people A R, police BE

Other words are used to express these ideas in the singular.
(F—HFRUBRPIE AR E X B, )

a cow —3k4, a person —4* A, a policeman — %%
Some nouns ending in -ings are usually plural. (¥ D) -ings
ZRMZFETREBIER,)

filings # &, clippings Y T4, surroundings ¥ 3% . 47
Some nouns ending in -s are usually plural. (F2Pl-s & B
B2 IAE S —RER,)

clothes X IR, goods $¢ 41, contents H %, wages T ¥, fire-
works #fH kX

. Some nouns take the same form for the singular and the

plural. (FEE &7 BT HHE KRR, )

fish £, deer &, sheep, swine 3% (IH, 3LiF), aircraft K 4T
#%, barracks 5% &, headquarters & &8, series A ¥, species
28, Chinese FE A

. Some words borrowed from Latin or Greek keep their Latin

or Greek plural forms or make the plural according to the
rules of English. (R E R BETFH T ERFBENRGE
TEETERFEENAPOER, A RIEHE TR
L BOER.)

agendum—>agenda/agendums {2

erratum—>errata 512

radius—>radii/ radiuses 3

crisis—>crises &l

appendix—appendices/ appendixes Bf}5%
phenomenon—phenomena TR

formula—>formulae/formulas 2> &,

(#8)

A. Common case(ifi # )
student, students



