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PREFACE

Economic forest is focus on the trees that produce fruits, editable oils, beverages,
seasonings, raw materials for industries, and Chinese medicines. It is one part of the
forest resource, and plays an important role in the forest industry in China. Trees falling
into economic forest category have more functions in terms of maintaining ecological ba-
lance, producing numerous relative raw industry materials, and providing kinds of foods
with rich nutrition for people’s daily life. With the processing of reforms and opening in
China, the products of economic forest have been becoming one of the main products for
the developing of economy in agriculture and forest and for the export. The production
in economic forest is the highlight of growing in forest economy and the hot spot of ad-
justing for the structure in forest industry at the present time in China. This book, Cul-
ture in Economic Fofest, is an important link amongst education, production, and re-
search in economic forest field. In 1980’s, the first textbook about culture in economic
forest in China was written by the authors from Zhongnan Forestry College. It has great
been contributed to the education, production, and research in economic forest field as
a textbook for the college students majoring in forest and other relative fields, and as a
reference for the technicans working in economic forest field. In recent years, more and
more new varieties and practices have been developing with the moving forward of re-
search and the establishment of production standardization for high quality fruit. The
higher demand for the practices and education in economic forest field has been raised
under the new situation of adjusting in forest industry structure and the joining in WTO.
1t is highly necessary to have a new texthook to meet the requirement for the college
students who study in the 21st century to get the modern theory and technology in eco-
nomic forest culture. Under the organization of China Forestry Publishing House, the
specialists and professors from .nine units across the nation who have been working in
teaching, research, and production for a long period time, put their efforts together and
spent almost two years to make this new textbook available.

As much as possible, this book contains not only the new achievements with Chi-
nese features in economic forest field, but also the elementary knowledge in economic

forest culture practices overseas. This book is designed to introduce the theory in eco-
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nomic forest culture systematically and the practices for main economic forest species. It
is divided into two parts. In Part I, it focuses on the economic forest resources and their
classification, effect of ecological environment on growth and development of economic
forest, biology of economic forest culture, propagation, culture practices for high quality
and organic production, application of plant regulators in economic forest culture, natu-
ral calamity protection, exploitation of wild economic forest resource, dwarfing and high
density culture, and protected culture. In part I , the economic forest species are di-
vided into six categories in terms of what their products used for. There are forty eight
main species introduced in terms of their biological features, key culture practices, and
harvest and post harvest technologies. The new Culture in Economic Forest has new fea-
tures as following. Firstly, following up the development of new varieties and high qual-
ity and organic production, the book has its own feature and meets the requirement of
modern time. The book focuses on the elementary theory, basic knowledge, and con-
ventional practices by using plenty materials, concise explanation, and charts and ta-
bles, which makes it to being advance, suitable, and useful. Secondly, in this book
the economic forest species are divided into six categories in terms of what their products
used for, and they are nut forest, woody oil forest, Chinese medicine forest, woody veg-
etable forest, seasoning forest, and beverage forest. In each category, good varieties
and practices used in the industry nowadays have been introduced, which help the
students to focus on the points and the researchers and growers to use as a reference.
Thirdly, for the convenience of knowing the economic forest resource and culture prac-
tices in China, the textbook does not write in southern and northern versions. Depen-
ding on the situation of economic forest production in your area and the teaching hours
applied, the chapters in Part ]| may be selected, and the others may be used as refer-
ence for student’s self-teaching study. Fourthly, the fruit trees under economic forest
category are not covered due to the plenty economic forest resource in our country, the
broad scope of economic forest spread, and the limit of teaching hours. It is also to dif-
ferentiate from Pomology. In teaching practice, may refer to relative reference in Pomo-
logy if fruit tree teaching is processed.

This textbook is contributed by teachers and researchers from Hebei Agricultural
University, Beijing Agricultural College, Nanjing Forestry University, Shanxi Agricul-
tural University, Huanan Agricultural University, Jiangxi Agricultural University, Fruit
Tree Institute of Jiling, and Subtropical Forest Institute at Forest Academy in China.
Yang Jianmin and Huang Wanrong are responsible for arranging all the manuscripts in
order.

It is the first time for the authors to write the textbook with general theory and prac-
tices in one. There could be errors or weaknesses in this book due to its broad coverage

in species, theory, and practices, and author’s experiences and time limit. We hope
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teachers and students who use this book as a textbook and readers can give us comments
and advise which would be references for the book’s new edition.

Many textbooks, books, and relative research data have been used as references
for the writing. We are indebted to Dr. Shaohua Li from Institute of Plant at Chinese
Academy of Sciences, who reviewed the entire manuscript. Professor Baoguo Li, Profe-
ssor Fangren Peng, and Associate Professor Guohui Qi also made their contribution to
the manuscript review. We appreciate the support and help from China Forestry Pub-
lishing House, Hebei Agricultural University, Nanjing Forestry University, Shanxi Agri-

cultural University, and so on.

Jianmin Yang, Wanrong Huang
March 10, 2004
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