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Recording the beauty of Jinjiang City from various aspects including its natural beauty, industry, infrastructure
and culture is the ultimate purpose of the people in Jinjiang, who devote themselves to promoting the citiy's
magnificence... which is always the dream of photographers who have a special regard for the city. Producing a
series of books to fully exhibit the historical culture of the city is the task of the people who are responsible for cultural
promotion in Jinjiang.

With persistant effort from a dedicated group, we are finally able to offer the publications, Ancient Houses in
Jinjiang and Scenic Attractions in Jinjiang. After years of hard work, the two books which record Jinjiang’s ancient
houses and scenic attractions are now available to people who want to know more about the city.

Both books follow the chronicle order by, taking the records of the history of the city from two different aspects...
that is, ancient houses and scenic attractions. With stories and pictures, these books reveal a whole new perspective
of Jinjiang City which encompases a remarkably long history. Importantly, these books capture the regional culture
in a readable and valuable way to make them of great importance in academic research. These books are designed
to help people understand the regional features, the history and multi-culture of Jinjiang City, which together enhance
the image of historical... Jinjiang City.

Its unique geological location, the central plains culture, Fujian culture, and the ocean culture, blend and produce
the picturesque landscape and abundant culture which makes Jinjiang City. The publication of Ancient-Houses.in

ng and Scenic Attractions it Jinjiang, is only.the'be nqing«é work..During our-work; -we-discoverd-so much
hat we came to realize that thesesiWio works ares srfect exemplification-¢ it-aticient
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A Brief Introduction
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As a historical city, Jinjiang boasts a fairly long
history. As early as in the Neolithic period, there were
human beings who settled here and gave birth to their
offspring. After the Zhou Dynasty and the Qin Dynasty,
a large group of people who had made their home in
the central plains district started to settle in this region.
During the Xijin Dynasty, wars broke out in the central
plains area, starting a huge period of migration. These
people marched south and finally made their homes
along a river which was later named Jinjiang.

Jinjiang boasts a southern tropic monsoon climate,
which endows the district with plenty of sunshine and
warmth. With a mild long summer and a warm short
winter, the city has a mild climate.

Throughout history, Jinjiang has been of great
significance, economically, militarily and culturally.
It is the starting point of the famous Silk Route via
the Sea. In ancient times, its transportation was
advanced and the culture was booming. It was crowned
the Cultural City along the Coast and the Buddhist
District in Southern Quanzhou City.

Its unique geological location, profound history
and multi-culture enrich the land and its people,
producing a large number of unique ancient houses
in Jinjiang. These ancient architectural complexes
have become the landmarks of the city and the special

tourist destinations within this region.
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The Architectural Style in Southern Fujian Province
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Jinjiang was the traditional home of the ancient Min and Yue people. After
the extensive migration of the people from the central plains district, the central
plains culture combined with the local culture, to produce a unique southern
Fujian culture. People living in the southern Fujian area also accepted the
agricultural methods of the Han people, as well as the ocean culture derived in
the local region. Therefore, residences in southern Fujian province feature a
combination of the central plains culture and the ocean culture, which together
exhibit the regional style and diversity.

Ancient houses in Jinjiang are typical of residences in southern Fujian
province who have inherited the rigid, symmetrical and enclosed characteristics
of the ancient Chinese architecture style. In addition, the ancient houses also
absorbed a luxuriant air, a vivacious style, as well as exaggerated characteristics
from other architectural styles. Curving roofs, along with piercing ridges, red
bricks and white walls, plus cut-and-paste ceramic decorations, and colored
ceramics reveal the unique regional style of ancient houses in Jinjiang. Because
of the climate, the geological environment and the customs, people constructed
many ancient houses using different features. Here the ancient houses show the
royal palace style, the shell houses, the mable houses, the mud houses, and houses

of western style. @
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The Overall Arrangement of Ancient Houses in Jinjiang
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Ancient houses in Jinjiang constructed in the Ming
Dynasty and the Qing Dynasty feature a typical architectural
complex of two rows and three rooms per row. However, it’s
only when the architectural complex comprises a front yard,
a back yard, and rooms to the west and the east of the patio,
could the house be considered, a complete residence. Hence,
this kind of two-row housing is the most common architectural
style in Jinjiang. Some simple residences do without the front
yard, forming a great yard with three surrounding walls. These
simple ones are named ‘Sanjianzhangjutouzhi’ (Residences
with three rooms in only one row). A larger house might have
three rows but there are also a few who have a four-row
structure. In conclusion, most of the ancient houses developed
along the orientation of the landscape, which suggests that
there would be shield houses constructed in the east and the
west.

The middle part of the front yard is the hall, while rooms
in the east and the west of the hall are servants lodgings. When
a residence has five rooms in a row, they might have two
corner rooms. The gates of these ancient houses usually are
recessed into the residences and therefore, it’s called “Tashou’
in Chinese. Nearly all gates in the ancient houses of Jinjiang
are ‘Tashou’. There are two kinds of ‘Tashou’. One uses only
a single hollow, while the other uses double hollows.

The back yard is the major part of the residence and there
are three or five rooms in a row in the back yard. The hall in
the back yard is the living room of the family where ancestor
worship is held. Behind the hall stands a screen or sometimes
ancestors are enshrined behind it. In front of the shrine, there
was a long table where sacrifices were offered. Behind the
screen is the corridor which leads to rooms behind the hall.

Rooms set aside as the living room are called the master
rooms. If there are five rooms in a row, there would be attaching

rooms near the master’s rooms. Larger houses might boast
SiX rooms in a row.

The space under the eave in the living room is called
‘Bukou’. Earlier architectural complexes such as General
ShiLang’s residence have a special screen to ensure the privacy
of the family. In the late Qing Dynasty, this screen was placed
next to a spacious corridor.

Rooms in the east and the west of the patio are called
‘Jutou’. There is only one “Jutou’ in the residence. If there is
more space, it is made into a corridor. However, some might
have a small room in the corner and leave a little space under
the eave named ‘Jutoukou’. Some big houses with five rooms
in a row might construct a small patio near the attaching house
of the back yard. The alley between “Jutoujian” and the back
yard is called *Zisun Alley’, which leads to the side doors.

Ancient houses of a large scale might have a garden and
a study behind the house or in one corner of the house. The
rockery, the pond, the pavilion and plants would endow houses
with the feeling of nature.

The typical ancient houses in Jinjiang are of the royal
palace style. They are symmetrical, elegant, rigid, and
luxuriously decorated. Businessmen and officials in ancient
times constructed this kind of house in Jinjiang.

Recently, in the hope of getting more space. people
constructed attics in the attaching houses, or the corner rooms.
These attics are called ‘Jiaojiaolou” in Chinese. Since there
is a rule that the roof should not exceed the height of the ridge
of the back yard, roofs are divided into two parts. Some are
flat while others are turned into pavilions. Here the luxuriously
decorated pavilions are called ‘Xiaojielou™ (the Ladies'
Building). After 1911, the height of some “Jiaojiaolou” exceeded
the height of the ridges. At the time, these attics functioned
as the guarding towers of the house.
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External Walls
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Exterior walls of ancient houses in Jinjiang are usually made
from white limestone and red bricks.

The wall of the back yard in the ancient house is called the
mirror wall (Jingmianbi). This wall which consists of several parts
from top to bottom is the front facade of the whole architectural
complex. Each part is called ‘Du’ in Chinese. The stone part of
the wall is the pedestal which is made from the white limestone,
while the front face of the pedestal is called the footplate. Above
the pedestal is the ‘Qungiang Wall” which is made from white
limestone, too. The red-brick ‘Shendu’ is the part that stands above
the ‘Qungiang Wall’. Various designs decorate the ‘Shendu’, to
produce a picturesque image for visitors. In recent years the
decoration of the ‘Shendu’ has evolved as materials became more
abundant. In the middle of the ‘Shendu’ is the window made from
white limestone or bluestone. Most of these windows take the
shape of plain poles, bambo stems, or even a legendary animal.
Between the ‘Shendu’ and the eaves is a narrow decorative wall
known as ‘Shuichedu’. Clay sculptures or ceramics are placed
within these decorative walls.

Gables of an ancient house is called ‘Dadongbi’ which are
made from red bricks. Sometimes the gable is made from two
different materials, such as stones and red bricks. Stones are placed
upright while red bricks lie horizontally. Walls made from these
two different materials create a special gable which exhibits the
different colors and textures of stones and red bricks.

Some ancient houses use only plain walls which cost less than
the more decorative gables. These economical gables are made

from sand, yellow mud, shells and broken tiles. <2







