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ABSTRACT

ABSTRACT

Recognizing people and knowing times are good traditions in the Ghinese politi-
cal culture which means on the fate of people to explain the historical phenomena.
On. A Dream of the Red Chamber is not only the beginning of the modern Chinese: ac-
ademic system but; also the start of the political. academia. The dissertation reflects
the fates of the experts who had studied A. Dream of «the Red Chamber by checking
cause and effect of the political animadversion on A Dream of the Red Chamber since
the twentieth century and the mechanisms of coritemporary public policy on the intel-
lectuals and cultural power by analyzing the reldtions among contemporary politics,
the change of thoughts and culture, the process about the intelligentsia and society
brought into the political system. z

During the period of the. New Cultural Movement, Cai Yuanpei and Hu Shi took
up posts at the Peking University. In-its early years, Peking University was not only
the first. state-run university but also the countfy's top university in modern Chinese
history: Their academic opinions .on A Dream of the Red: Chamber were different, so
they argued with each other openly. The scholarly conflict of the Redology referred to
the systematic study of A Dream of the Red Chamber was regarded as the limit of the
Oid Redology and the Néw Redology and encouraged the flourishing of learning and
the liberadtion .of thought. As Mr. Cai was the ppresident of Peking University and Dr.
Hu was the famous professor in the University, their scholarly discussions and de-
bates had far-reaching influence in the fields of culture and academia. Cai Yuanpei
has said, “I am open to all scholarly theories and incorporate learning from diverse
sources , accordiiig to the general standards of the universities of all nations and abid-

" ing by the principles of freedom of thought. Regardless of school of thought, if their
words dte logical, ‘those who maintain them have reason , and they have rot yet met
. the fate; of being naturally elimiriated , even if they are mutually contradictory., I still
allow them to develop freely. ” Today we should cherish:. the academic atmosphere full
of liberty and tolerance, ‘

The origins of Yu Pingbo on A Dréam of the Red Chamber were mainly based on
two aspects., Ore reason was the influence of Hu Shi and Gu Jiegang clearing up tra-
ditional scholarship. The other reason was that Yu Pingbo warited: to find out a safe

port to project his feeling because the political conditions made hirh feel depressed.
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In the history of modern China, the status and functions of the intellectuals were
changing largely and rapidly. There were many contradictions in the process of trans-
farming from the traditional gentry to the professional, especially the difficulty of re-
constructing the state and the violence of the political struggle. The trouble puzzled
the Chinese intellectuals, A Dream of the Red Chamber is considered China’s psy-
chologically penetrating novel. Its scope includes characters from virtually every class
and profession (‘maids-in-waiting;, stewards, gardeners, cooks, nuns, actors, offi-
cials, members of the imperial family, gamblers, thieves, étc. ). It represents prac-
tically all genres of literary performance in its pages and also ‘ahounds in descriptions
of social practice and daily life-such as, of clothing and rules of etiquette,, buildings,
gardens, plays, parlor games, culinary delicacies, medical prescriptions, fortune
telling, and liturgical rites. It is the concrete: experience of a richly materialistic
world that grounds the novel’ s :dreamlike quality and the allegory that passion,
thought, and life itself .are all illusory.

The papers on A Dream of the Red Chamber by Li Xifan and Lan Ling were
highly praised by Chairman Mao Zedong. Chairman Mao called them “thé two small
men” and claimed the articles had spewed out a toirent of serious criticism against
the 'so-called authority writers on A Dream of the Red Chamber. Li Xifan and Lan
Ling became the important critics on the study of A Dream of the Red Chamber. Mao
Zedong interpreted ‘the novel from the viéws of .political struggle and social history in
order to direct the Chinese revolution and construction. He regarded the novel as the
finest masterpiece among traditional Chinese fictions and the representation of Chi:
nese. traditional culture. Mao Zedong has dominated the fate on the study-of A Dream
of the Red Chamber. His reading idealism and research methods had major influence
on the study of the novel. We have known the study on the novel from the expression
of class struggle. His opinions were connected with the public cultural policy and the
political struggle and regarded the comments on the novel as the political tool, Under
his intervention the discussions on the novel in the literary field became very impor:
lant and the fate of the people also changed. From September 19(54 to 1955, there
were about 267 articles to criticize Yu Pingbo and his books researching on A Dream
of the Red Chamber resentfully. Yu Pingbo was also looked upon as a representative
figure of bourgeoisie immaterialism. The criticism of the study on A Dream of the Red
Chamber has showed the brainwashing from the common people to the intellectuals.
Afterwards thé influence of the new Redology has become weaker and weaker and the
struggle against Hu Shi has become. fiercer and fiercer. The Redology of class strug-

gle has become the paradigm of the time. It is not the inner logic of the development
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of the Redology but the needs of the politics.

After the Great Cultural Revolution began, A Dream of the Red Chamber was
forbidden to read. There were no research papers on the Redology from 1966 to
1972. The movement of comment on A Dream of the Red Chamber arose and devel-
oped across the whole country in 1973. There were about one hundred papers on the
novel published in the important newspapers and periodicals. In 1974 the movement
of the comment on A Dream of the Red Chamber was connected with “anti-Lin and
anti-Confucius” political campaigns. There were about 360 articles published this
year. Lots of articles were not based on the text study, the author’ s life, family
background or the different versions of the novel but based on the thought of the class
struggle. It is called the Revolutionary Redology and the Political Redology based on
the mechanisms of totalism and ideology.

With the end of the Great Cultural Revolution and the liberation of thoughts in
the early 1980s, the fate of the PRC has changed. The academia has the deep reflec-
tion and anatomy of the Revolutionary Redology. The study of A Dream of the Red
Chamber has been supposed to the textual study of the novel and has been viewed
and reflected through the perspeciives of literature theory. The return of the academic
Redology means the study of A Dream of the Red Chamber to come back to the artistic
world, where the novel itself is aimed at as the main object of study and where beau-
ty is recognized, comprehended and discovered. Only in the way can the develop-
ment be regained and can we promote the development of Redology on a right and
appropriate path-dependence.

In summary, the dissertation reflects the knowledge pedigree on political culture
and the social change in Contemporary China by a historical and cultural analysis of

the case of the contemporary fate on A Dream of the Red Chamber.

Key words: cultural power; social change; A Dream of the Red Chamber;
political culture; contemporary fate
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