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door into Wonderland. What you read of, I may say, is even

. WHEN you open the book of the Arabian Nights, you open the

more wonderful than Fairyland. The scenes are set in the
gorgeous colours of the East, the actors live a magical existence, and we
hold our breath at the marvels that are told us.

““Alf Laylah wa Laylah — A Thousand Nights and a Night,” is
believed to be in form and substance the Arabic translation of a Persian
book, ‘Hazdr Afsdnah’ or Thousand Tales.

“Mohammed-ibn-Ishak states that the book was compiled by or for
Humai, daughter of Bahman Ishak (Artaxerxes) whose mother, according
to Al-Masudi, was Queen Esther of the Old Testament.”

From “ALADDIN AND THE WONDERFUL. LAMP"
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But there is a great difference of opinion as to the authorship of
these stories and as to the date when they first appeared to charm and
fascinate their many readers, some maintaining that they are not older
than the fifteenth century, and that they were written not by one but by
various authors, which latter theory is very likely correct.

It does not matter much to us, however, when or by whom the tales
were written; let us rejoice that we have them. The stories in the present
edition have been specially set forth for young people, and are the
choicest in the marvellous collection, so without more ado we will rub
Aladdin’s Wonderful Lamp and command the Genie to transport us to
this realm of magic and delight.
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A — .4 0 Yo B AR BB A, A R T A, B
ik BABES , 4 37 AR B AT 2 A AL KIR B BN T
B e S I R T2 T X BB S S RO B, A R A — 4%
1 TN, U H R B A4 T .

R B SR ER A3k, AR e B T B A A
BOA R T &, T I TR AR 22 o 55 (50 R M S T 2
2o, BEAR LW MR S LM T TR EA LGSR
TP T IS HE S8 e

FRH AR £




:F.
%
.3
i)
8
LS

Sultan of India named Schah-riar was deceived by his Queen, and
after he had her put to death, he determined that no woman should
ever again have the opportunity of imposing upon him. In order to

be certain of this, and yet avoid the loneliness of single life, he married a
new wife each day, and always had her executed the following morning.

Consternation spread over the land, for the fairest and best
damsels were sacrificed to the monarch’s cruel whim. Every father and
mother dwelt in fear and trembling lest their daughter should be
selected as the next victim; and Schah-riar was loathed by his once
loyal subjects.

At this juncture Scheherazade, the virtuous and beautiful daughter
of the Grand Vizier, came to her father and entreated him to offer her to
the Sultan for his bride. The Vizier thought she must assuredly have
taken leave of her senses.

Scheherazade however, persisted in her idea, and confided to her
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parent that she had made a plan whereby she hoped to win the goodwill
of the Sultan, and put an end to his folly.

The Sultan consented to accept Scheherazade as his bride for a
day, and the Vizier returned to his daughter and tearfully related the
success of his mission.

She then called Dinarzade, her younger sister, aside, and said, “It is
my purpose to entreat the Sultan to permit me to spend the last night of
my life in thy company. An he grants my supplication, do thou lay thee
down near the couch where I recline beside the Sultan, and before the
day dawns ask me to relate one of the tales I have been wont to tell thee.”

Dinarzade gladly acceded to her sister’s request, and the Sultan’s
permission having been obtained, she spent the night at the foot of the
couch whereon her sister and Schah-riar reposed.

Ere the day dawned, Dinarzade awakened her sister, “O sister

mine, [ pray thee recount me one of thy delectable stories; never again
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= ‘ /. shall I have the joy of hearing aught so delightful.” Instead of replying

2 to Dinarzade, Scheherazade requested the Sultan’s leave to indulge her
| sister’s wish. Schah-riar assented and listened enthralled to the tale his
bride narrated.

When, at sunrise, the monarch was obliged to go about his affairs,
he could by no means make up his mind to have Scheherazade
executed, and thus lose the remainder of the tale.

So for a thousand and one nights did Scheherazade relate one tale
after another, and the Sultan meanwhile learnt to love and trust the sweet
recounter. He thereupon renounced his cruel vow, and taking Scheherazade
to his heart, made her the most happy and contented of women.

The stories that follow are a selection from those related by

Scheherazade to the Sultan Schah-riar and her sister Dinarzade.
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ALI BABA AND THE FORTY THIEVES
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IN days of yore two brothers dwelt in a certain town of Persia. Cassim,

the elder, had a rich wife and became a prosperous merchant; but Ali
Baba married a woman as poor as himself, and earned a scant
livelihood by vending wood, that he collected in the forest.

One day, whilst occupied in cutting wood and loading it on his
three asses, Ali Baba was surprised to see a body of horsemen riding in
his direction. Fearing that they might be robbers, he hastily concealed
his asses in a thicket, and climbed up a tree which grew upon a high
rock. As he lay hidden amongst the branches he was able to observe the
approaching riders, without himself being seen.

There were forty of them, strong active men, each burdened with
what Ali Baba took to be booty seized in a plundering expedition. As
they came beneath the tree whereon he perched, each man dismounted,
tethered and unloaded his horse and took off the saddle bags which
were full of gold and silver. They stood behind their Captain, who cried
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