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Eng land by Donna O'Meara
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he story of Robin Hood, outlaw who stole from the rich and gave to the poor,

originated in the hollowed section of a tree in Sherwood Forest. Legend says that
Robin Hood used the secret space in the Major Oak to stash his goods and men. Robin
Hood himself is believed to have hidden in the trunk to escape the Sheriff of Nottingham.

During the 16th century, many of the forest's trees were cut down. Fortunately, the
Major Oak was spared. The 600-year-old oak is believed to be one of the oldest and largest oaks in the
world. The tree is 100 feet high. The diameter of the trunk is 33 feet. The crown's circumference is 260
feet. The hollowed trunk in the middle can house ten men.

Today, scientists continually monitor the tree. Supports have been erected under its heavy branches
to keep them upright and the base has been fenced off to keep tourists from damaging its roots. Tourists
in search of Robin's hiding place gather at the Major Oak, which sits majestically on a little rise in the
middle of an area planted with silver birch trees.

With a little imagination, one can picture Robin and his band of Merry Men hiding from the sheriff
in the trunk. Robin hoarded deer meat, berries, and treasures that he had stolen from the rich to give to
the poor. A daring outlaw, Robin was renowned for his archery skills. He was always a step ahead of
the sheriff, whose life pursuit was to catch Robin.

When the king's men rode through Sherwood Forest, Robin would appear in their path carrying a
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large bow and arrow and wearing a green
pointed cap topped with a feather. Robin
would kindly invite the unsuspecting guest
to a dinner of stolen venison. After the meal,
he would ask the guest, "How much money
do you have?" If the guest had money and
answered truthfully, he was left alone. If the
guest had no money then Robin gave him
some. If the guest lied, Robin took his cash
and later gave it to a needy person.

Robin Hood was born in the 12th century,
but no one is quite sure how or when he died.
One tale suggests that he is buried
somewhere in Sherwood Forest, where
many of his adventures took place.
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British Isles (A% Eigf & ): Group of islands
located off the northwestern coast of Europe
that includes Great Britain, Ireland, and several
smaller islands.

English Channel (ZZE#|#lE): Located

W

between southern England and western

France, the English Channel joins the North
Sea to the Atlantic Ocean at the Strait of Dover.
Its width is between 20 and 100 miles (30 and
160 kilometers) and it is 350 miles (564
kilometers) long.

Great Britain (XA %|Ei): Island off the
western coast of Europe that consists of
England, Scotland, and Wales.

Londinium (FH{£%): Name of camp set up
by the Romans in the 1st century A.D. at the
site of present-day London. Londinium was
Rome’s most important port and commercial
site in Britain.

United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland (XA BRIt ZE/R=FF
4 E[EF): Commonly called Great Britain, the
country is made up of England, Scotland,
Wales, and Northern Ireland.




by Jane A. Beem

ong ago, a land bridge connected the British
Llsles to the European continent. Historians
believe hunters walked across in order to hunt. By
the time the islands separated from the continent,
about 20,000 people lived there. They used tools and
had formal burials. They hunted, gathered, and
farmed, but left no written record.
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CELTIC BRITAIN

Celtic people crossed over from the continent
about 1000 B.C. These fierce, tall, muscular warriors
painted their faces blue and wore horned helmets and
long mustaches. They rode horses and used chariots
for battle. They were called Britons. They had their
own laws and nobility and organized themselves into
small kingdoms. They honored their storytellers and
skilled craftsmen. They wore brightly colored
clothing. Only their religious leaders, the Druids,
could read and write. By the 1st century A.D., the
estimated population of Britain was more than a
million people. The Celtic language has survived
among small groups as Brythonic in Wales and Gaelic

in Scotland and Ireland.
ROMAN BRITAIN

The Romans learned of Britain through trade with
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Celtic noblemen. In A.D. 43, the Roman emperor
Claudius gained control over much of Britain. Some
Britons welcomed the Romans, hoping the Romans
would protect them. The Romans established laws,
built towns, and introduced new farming methods.
Their road system connected towns and helped them
control the territory. Towns had a water supply,
underground sewage, and streets laid out in blocks.
The Romans also introduced Christianity. During the
400 years they controlled Britain, they wanted life to
be peaceful, hoping the warlike Britons would prefer
peace to fighting. The Romans' Latin language did
not survive as a spoken language in Britain.

ANGLO-SAXON BRITAIN

Roman soldiers left in A.D. 410 to protect territories
on the continent. Some Germanic warriors and their
families were already in Britain. They received land
in payment for protecting the Britons from the
invading Picts, who came down from the north.
Others came as invaders when they heard of the
excellent land. These invaders were Angles, Saxons,
and others from northern Europe. They drove most

Britons into the hills and formed small kingdoms on
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the best land. Some Britons stayed and lived among
the Anglo-Saxons as they had with the Romans. Like
the Celts, the Anglo-Saxons traded with continental
Europe. In A.D. 497, the pope sent missionaries to
England to christianize the Anglo-Saxons. A few
kingdoms grew as stronger warlords conquered
weaker ones. Their language, Old English, is the basis
for our modern-day English.

VIKING DANELAW

In the ninth century, Viking raiders attacked and
plundered monasteries and killed their victims. People
feared their cruelty. The Vikings were famous for their
skillfully built ships. Their longship was fast and held
up to 200 warriors. Many Vikings — mostly Norwegians
and Danes — settled in England and became farmers,
town builders, and traders. With their families, farmers
left their homeland's thin soil for the rich soil in England.
The Vikings controlled only part of England, called the
Danelaw. Some Anglo-Saxons submitted to the Vikings'

rule. Others fled. The Vikings' language was similar to
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