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Foreward

Kate Wedgwood
28 August 2006

I am pleased to bée able to pen a few words as a foreward to this
small contribution to understand the demand leading to the rise of
trafficking of women and children. in China. Save the Children has
supported this research study carried out in five provinces in the east to
further .explore the causal factors relating to a demand for children
which leads to the appalling phenomenon of children trafficking.

Trafficking in children for purposes of sexual exploitation, labour
exploitation, and- illegal adoption remains one of the worst forms of
violation of children’s rights in the Mekong sub-region and in the
other countries in Asia, causing immense physical and emotional
suffering, even death, among: thousands of children and young
people. Trafficked children suffer the harshness of violation of their
personal integrity, separation from their families, hunger and sickness,
loss of their sense of human dignity and identity, and the bitterness of
being deceived, stigmatized, and marginalized.

For many years it has been recognized that there is a growing
problem of trafficking of children and young people from poor areas of

western China. This report explores this phenomenon by talking to
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some of the people who have themselves been victims of this
unfortunate practice. Taking time to listen to their stories can help us
better understand how to prevent their misfortune being repeated.
The main findings will not be a surprise to any informed reader and
perhaps merely serve to substantiate the current dialogue on the
subject.

In the eighties and early nineties most women and girls were
being trafficked for marriage; more recently employment is
increasingly the dominant cause. Also, in recent years, cases of illegal
or informal adoption ( both of boys and girls) are on the rise as a
demand factor. There is a significant demand for children to carry on
the family name, to increase the size and therefore the power of
families and to provide care when the parents reach old age.

The distinction between voluntary migration and trafficking is
often very small. Many victims leave their communities willingly in
response to an invitation of employment in another place. Sometimes
they are duped and end up in exploitative or harmful employment or
in the sex trade, and possibly the high risk of HIVAIDS associated
with paid sex and the growing awareness of the male population to this
risk is creating a demand for young girls in brothels.

Trafficking is a complex, multi-dimensional phenomenon with
no clear-cut single causality. Numerous stakeholders are involved in
the process. Trafficking may appear in many patterns, probably
determined by the demand rather than supply-in form of slave
marriage, sex work, sweat shops, domestic work, field hands, child
beggars, and so on. Some of them are clear cut * trafficking’ yet some
of them are disputable with illegal migrant labour.

Perceptions about trafficking differ between what the affected
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communities perceive by ° trafficking’ and what the ‘outsiders’
perceive. On one end of the spectrum, trafficking may be
unambiguous (a girl has been sold to a brothel) yet the larger part of
the spectrum ‘may remain obscure as trafficking “normalises” into day-
to-day life. It sneaks into peoples’ life in many shapes-marriage
arrangement, job opportunity, a road towards a better life, a
calculated risk, an adventure with peers, a responsibility to .look after
family, etc.

It is vital that the government and people of China develop multi-
sectoral responses to curb the growth of the trafficking industry. In
addition to education about the law and community-based prevention
responses particularly to help those poor, and often illiterate,
populations understand the law and particularly their responsibilities as
parents as outlined in the Law of Protection of Minors, we would
recommend as critical, the following:

1. Basic education for rural Chinese children, and particularly
those from very poor, ethnic minority areas who are modt at risk,
needs to provide children with relevant knowledge in order that they
can be aware of the risks and protect themselves. Migration to urban
areas is inevitable for many poor, rural, children in basic education
today. It is therefore logical that the school curriculum needs to
include “safe migration” education. This should include migration
awareness (issues related to moving from rural to urban areas, legal
and employment rights, preparation for change in ,the new
environment) , safety at home and in the community (including road
safety, fire safety ), parent-child relations, self-confidence and self-
esteem, health, hygiene and nutrition, HIVAIDS awareness, violence

and abuse awareness. Such an initiative is now being piloted in middle
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schools in Pingxiang, Guangxi with support from Save the Children.
We hope to be able to replicate this approach not just to other areas
but also to younger, children, who are also in need of this knowledge.
For youth in the community, many of whom are out-of-school, some
kind of formal registration system is needed for migrating youngsters so
that they too can access safe migration. education; Save the Children
UK is pilpting this in anti-trafficking project sites in Yunnan.

2. A comprehensive integrated child protection system. is
desperately needed in China in which network of centres for children
and youth where children, irrespective of their background and where
they come from, can go for support and protection. This is
particularly relevant in a country where numbers of children being
trafficked and on the street is increasing and where rural urban
migration is huge and incfeasing. If a youngster migrates to a city in
another province they are currently often ill-prepared and vulnerable.
If they know there is a centre in. every city and small town then they
can go there and register and turn to the centre for support. This is
not a dream; the Youth League plans. to develop more than 3000
youth centres across the country. In its work with partners from the
Women’s Federation, the Youth League and Civil Affairs, Save the
Children has been promoting the development of children’s activity
centers as a basis for developing local child protection systems. If these
and the Youth League’s youth ¢enters are developed and linked up,
this should form the basis of an integrated protection system.
Knowledge of the law and legal rights is critical for children and youth
to protect themselves and must underlie any awareness raising
initiative.

Child trafficking, migration, street children, and HIV/AIDS are
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all issues which, in the immediate future, are likely to get worse, not
better. There needs to be a commitment to the development of multi-
sectoral responses. That is, in order to take a holistic approach to
meeting the needs of children, services such as education, health as
well as social welfare provision by Civil Affairs need to work closely
together at all levels. Ultimately, children live in communities and this
is where the different strands of provision and protection need to be
brought together in integrated services with a local focus. The
community is the site of services to realise the rights of all children;
the government must provide a framework to ensure the quality and

effectiveness of services and to monitor standards.
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