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Abstract

In the late Ming and early Qing periods, Portuguese
and Spaniard opened new sea routes to the Far East.
They not only wanted to trade with the eastern
countries, but also wanted to bring Catholicism to
them.

In 1582, Matteo Ricci arrived at the small
peninsula of Macao bordered with the south-eastern
coast of China. Following instructions from his
superiors, he tried first to open China to Christianity
by means of a papal legation to the court of Peking.
He and his followers adapted themselves to the
indigenous customs, pored into Chinese classics, made
acquaintances with local intellectuals, and introduced
Western science and technology to them. At the same
time, they endeavored to accomplish their missionary
goals.

The new missionary method developed by Ricci

seemed that it would be impossible to attempt the
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conversion of ordinary Chinese people. In fact, it was the ordinary
people that built up the body of the Catholic Church. Ricci and his
followers took an interest in the ordinary people. This dissertation will
focus on the area of the southern part of the Yangtze River where
Catholicism dispersed widely. During the reign of the Wanli ( J7JJ1)
emperor, Nanking was one of the first missionary sites. In the late
Ming and early Qing periods, though cannot equal to that in Peking,
the number of missionaries in this part of China was still the greatest.
When the Yongzheng ( ZE IF ) emperor prohibited Catholicism,
many missionaries were driven out of China, but still some stayed in
hiding.

This dissertation contains an introduction, five chapters, an
epilogue and some appendices.

In the introduction the author outlines the significance of the
topic, the main contribution and a presentation of the research done
by predecessors.

The first three chapters discuss the dissemination of Catholicism
from 17" to 18" century in the southern part of the Yangtze River.
The author points out some mistakes from our predecessors’ views
through error-correction. Then the author talks a great deal about the
church statistics and the missionary characters in the late Ming and
early Qing periods. During the 60-odd years of the reign of the
Kangxi ( JEEB) emperor, the missionary activities expanded rapidly
because of Kangxi’s lenient treatment. Kangxi was particularly
interested in learning Western science and associated with more

missionaries. During the reigns of the Yongzheng emperor and the
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Qianlong ( ¥ B ) emperor, Christianity was forbidden and some
missionaries had to go underground.

The fourth chapter focuses on the ordinary people. The author
discusses the causes for the ordinary people believing in Catholicism.
The ordinary people were fishers, peasants, artisans, servants and so
on, who built up the body of the Catholic Church. The ordinary
Christians were poor and lowly; therefore, they were looked down
upon by the upper class people. Also the missionaries were accused of
buying popular support. In fact, the missionaries helped the needy and
relieved the distressed in view of the universal love. The author makes
a detailed study of the Chinese catechist He Shizhen (faf{lf i) who
was a very important Christian and was ignored by scholars. As a
Catholic, He Shizhen wrote the book Chongzheng bibian ( {42 F 4%
%)) against Yang Guangxian (#Y655) who adhered to the classic
learning and rejected new knowledge. As a catechist, He Shizhen
undertook the missionary work when the missionaries were detained in
Canton.

The last chapter pays more attention to the Chinese Catholic
women. The particularity of Chinese customs, for example, the rules
of “no physical contact between a man and a woman except between
husband and wife (B LEZAFE),” “the three obedience and the
four virtues ( = M PY4E ) ,” carried one barrier after another to those
women who wanted to become Catholics. Both missionaries and those
women were cursed. However, a lot of women broke away from the
bonds of tradition and believed in God. Also some girls made a vow

of chastity which meant that they would never get married. There
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were three famous women Christians in late Ming and early Qing
periods in the southern part of the Yangtze River who had great effect
on the missionary activities.

The author thinks that it is the ordinary people who make up the
body of the Catholic Church, though missionaries chose scholarship
and virtue as the primary means of bringing the Gospel of Christianity
to Chinese society and provided much impetus to the cultural
exchange between China and the West. In the meantime, we could
not ignorc the women Catholics if we want to understand the
missionary activities in late Ming and early Qing periods better. Since
missionaries had greatest hope for the conversion of the Chinese
people, this means that the christian religious tradition must adjust
itself to Chinese cultural and social traditions in a way that is both

meaningful and appropriate.



