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Prelude

hangning has a special meaning for Shanghai. Nearly a century ago, Changning was still a neighbor to Shanghai,
C which had grown into a metropolis alongside Huangpu River. In 1879, when the St. John Academy (now East
China Legal College) was built here, it was the fresh air and quiet environment that attracted the founders. In the past
half century, Changning has kept its feature of abundant natural sceneries, appealing the merchants and government
officials to construct villas here.

The one—century construction left Changning a variety of buildings with unique styles and beautiful designs.
Changning has become one of the appealing regions in Shanghai. Besides, the English—style residences in Xingguo Hotel
and Yao's Garden in West Suburb Hotel have become the reception places for the VIPs and state guests. It is well
acknowledged that the high—level and luxurious garden residences, such as Foreign Lane in Xinhua Road, Meiquan Villa
and Huxi Villa in Yuyuan Road, make Changning District estate price elevated.

The buildings are stone history and solid memory, leaving people a city full of historical moments. Like a senior
citizen, they are telling us the occurrences and historical stories. During the past years, the municipal and district
governments have achieved a lot in preserving and protecting the historical buildings and places of interest. Nowadays,
we are paying more and more attention to the preservation and maintenance of the historical and cultural relics of
Shanghai. Fortunately, we have become aware of the destruction catastrophe in breaking down the ancient buildings.
This is the historical advances.

This book is also a reﬂect‘ion of such feeling. Approaching the Ancient Buildings, a book published by Changning
District, is applauded by a large number of readers. Recently, the government of Changning District has exerted its
efforts to protect and preserve the places of interest. In this period, many ancient buildings, together with their stories,
are exposed to the public. Based on this, they also compiled this book, The Best Historic Buildings in Shanghai
(Changning District). We believe the readers will have a better understanding of Changning and devote their hearts and

souls to the preservation of historical and cultural relics in their lifespan.

Wu Jiang
September 25, 2005
In Tongji Green Garden

Wujiang, professor, doctor's director, administrator of Shanghai City Planning Bureau.
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Pretace

n recent years, the government of Changning District has achieved a great deal in preserving and protecting the
Ihistorical buildings and places of interest, outlining preservation plans for historical areas in Honggiao Road, Xinhua
Road, Yu Yuan Road, Hengshan Fuxing Road. The well-known buildings publicized by Shanghai government in
Changning District are located in the historical building resort.

Since Changning District is situated in the west region of Shanghai and its urban development is in its infancy, a
number of buildings are constructed in the 1920s to meet the living demands of the residents. Based on the economic and
cultural achievements of Shanghai, the new—style lane, apartments and garden residences are characterized as various
and abundant structures and styles, such as Yuyuan Newly State, Huxi Villa and foreign—style lanes in Panyu Road.
In addition, most of the garden residences along Honggiao Road were built after 1930s for the merchants and
government officials with a view to isolating themselves from the noise and crowdedness of the downtown area. All
these villas are unique in style and attached with spacious gardens.

In general, the historical buildings constitute one part of solid history of Shanghai, leaving a deep impression on us
that there were hard work and struggles once. Nowadays, we are walking on the ways paved by our forefathers, whose
footsteps will remind us of the beautiful past. Thanks to the historical moments, we will definitely find lots of useful
and valuable things beneficial to our bright future.

To the old habitants, this historical building book is undoubtedly an old friend who will trigger their nostalgic
memories. To the young, this book is guide to have a better understanding of the living environment and will make
them melt into Changning District.

The Changning District government has made much progress in collecting materials and researching the history of
these landmark buildings. It is our duty to compile a book in which we devote our hearts and souls to the preservation

of historical buildings.

The Authors

December 2005
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