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Abstract

[T

The formation of Huai — nan Zi was a result agitated by philoso-
phers’ thoughts from the society of early Western Han Dynasty to the
middle. The core change of its theory was embodied on the theme
which revolved around realistic task about politics and Zeitgeist of the
day. Obviously, it was a mixture and also a summary of so many
thoughts of philosophers who lived from pre ~ Qin dynasty to Western
Han dynasty, especially based upon the legacy of early Taoism’s
thoughts, it made some significant breakthroughs.

This book takes Tao as the thinking starting point of Huar — nan
Zi, and the paper discloses that to follow Tao is the highest
principle of the cosmos in the book. Through combining with Tao as
the ultimate aim to the nature and society, this paper manifests the
thinking feature of Huai ~ nan Zi. Thus the outstanding characteris-
tics displays as the “opening” learning idea and in as much reflects
the essential éspect of Huai — nan Zi. Meanwhile, the paper reveals
_ the thinking characteristics of “ fitting” Huai —nan Zi had paid atten-
tion to. Then, this paper points out that Huai — nan Zi emphasizes
the theory of “fitting” and verifies the theory of Master Lao and
Zhuang through unifying the abstruse and reality, hence discloses a

new trend of Taoism’s development. ,
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This book points out that the thesis of the book Huai — nan.:
Zi is highlighted by Tao’s displaying and applying in all kinds of lev-
els, also by showing Huai —nan Zi ’s inheriting from and developing
into the Taoism. It is a kind of development linked with absorbing
much more the philosophers’ thoughts of the day,l especially merging

with Confucianism. Confucianism and Taoism embody the trend of
‘their common development, starting from rival each other ending with
complemenf right down in merging each other, thus theé role in forming
basic pattern of’ Chinese traditional culture. As for Huai —nan Zi . to
absorb Confucianism is limited especially in social practice, but it
doesn’t theoretically prove the merging of Confucianism and Taoism.
Sb, the di.fference and conflict concerning Taoism and Confucianism

are evident.
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