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“The reason for building the garden is to return gratitude to society for great love, to my hometown for nurture, to
my parents for filial piety, and to myself for the achievement of my aspirations.”

— Chen Jingen
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The owner of the Quietist Reflection Garden Chen Jingen, aged 52, is an entrepreneur

his private enterprise, a member of the Chinese People’ s Political Consultative

(8]

Conference of Wujiang City, an adviser ( guest researcher ) to the World Heritage
Research Committee of the Society of Chinese Cultural Relics, and has great
affection for old buildings and grotesque rocks and stones.

After meeting with success in his private enterprise, he spent a huge sum, plus 10
vears, on the construction of the Quietist Reflection Garden, the largest privately
owned garden in Jiangnan. The garden has now been listed as Grade AAAA
National Tourist—Site. Several rewards were given to him for his meritorious
conduct and contribution towards the inheritance and furtherance of traditional
culture of Suzhou. including a Certificate of Merit at the 6th Session of Jiangsu for
Rewarding New People and New Things in Spiritual Civilization, a Prize for
Advanced Person in Tourism at Suzhou, and a Prize for the Smartest Investment in

Tourism at Suzhou.
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A Panoramic View of the Quietist

Reflection Garden Painted by Lao Si.




The Quietist Reflection Garden
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Preface

A Show—Place of Curios and
Literary Rhythm

Suzhou is like a shimmering pearl set in the beautiful, opulent, golden Yangtze Delta. Since the Tang and
Song Dynasties, this geomantically sound place has been one of economic, educational and cultural centers of
China. With a galaxy of scholars and economic prosperity, Suzhou has been generally reputed as “Earthly
Paradise” . During the Ming and Qing Dynasties in particular, Suzhou drew technologically and artistically
abreast of the rest of China and took a lead in many fields. For example, garden making. Wujiang City is
blessed with favorable climatic and geographical conditions, sharing the millennia—long Suzhou architectural
and cultural tradition. As a result, many visible and tangible historical legacies have survived until now. Garden
Cultivation (Yuan Ye ) written by Ji Cheng, a native of Wujiang under the Ming, is the first book forming
theories about garden making. Things More Than Bare Necessities ( Zhang Wu Zhi ) was written by Wen
Zhengheng by the end of the Ming Dynasty. Ying Zao Fa Yuan was put into writing by Yao Chenzhu at the
end of the Qing Dynasty and the beginning of the Nationalistic Republic regime. They crystallized practical
knowledge and formed theories about garden making. I think Venetian Suzhou’s traditional architecture,
exquisite garden techniques and refined artistry are of no match. Unfortunately, the last century was marked
by vicissitudes. Deep thoughts and dreams together with profound classical garden techniques, architecture and
culture of Suzhou seemed to be gone with the passage of time. Happily, a new age of prosperity has now been
ushered in. Mr. Chen Jingen, a native of Wujiang and an entrepreneur of his private enterprise, took advantage
of a salubrious climate, scenic hills and water, and local talent, worked hard for several vears, successfully built
a landscape garden by the side of Lake Pangshan at the old township of Tongli, and filled century—long blanks
in the history of private garden making. This is an inevitable trend of cultural development in the new age,
bearing a testimony to that the art of traditional Chinese architecture and landscape gardening will not die out.

Most of rooms and halls in the newly—built Quietist Reflection Garden are reassembled centuries—old
buildings. For instance, the 4—sided viewing hall, called now the Peony Study. It was originally built on the
West Tongting Hill under the Ming Dynasty more than 400 years ago with phoebe beam—framing system,
wooden pillar bases, limestone steps and foundations, and was dismantled, moved and reassembled here. The
Quietist Reflection Hall, a chief building of great size in the garden, was moved from Shanghai and rebuilt here.
Noted for its classic elegance and archaic simplicity, it reveals the profundity of cultural connotations of
Jiangnan, enhancing the feeling of mutability of all things in the whole garden layout.

The housing complex consists of 4 successive groups of buildings, of which the Sedan--Chair Hall, the
Grand Reception Hall and the 2—storied rear building date back to the Qing Dynasty. These structures were
purchased during the process of renovation and reconstruction of the old city of Suzhou. Remains of the Suzhou
style polychromes on the beam—framing system in the Grand Reception Hall known as the Hall of Quietude
and Foresight can still be seen today. Time—honored, plain yet graceful spiral carvings and ornaments on the
beam—framing system in the Sedan—Chair Hall represent a masterwork of creative genius.

The fascinating gardens of Jiangnan were laid out according to nature, in agreement with the mysterious
workings of Heaven and Earth. The Qing painter and garden expert Qian Yong rightly said, “Garden making
is like writing poems and essays.” It aims at creating the beauty of nature which finds its best expression in



the microcosm of arts, 3—dimentional, organic, changeable and variform, including not only the beauty of
traditional Chinese architecture but also the beauty of landscapes and waterscapes, and the sequential beauty
such as musa basjoo and lotus blooms in hot summer, prunus mume in snowy winter or in the moonlight,
garden buildings hidden in mist, and fish schooling in the clear water. Like classical Chinese poetry, all the
gardens of Jiangnan sought in course of construction to exhibit their philosophical and artistic conceptions and
purity of taste, their respective spiritual worlds within the physical world.

It has been an important garden technique to pile up rockeries to represent mountains and to erect
individual rocks and stones to stand for peaks in Jiangnan. Rocks and stones are often likened to the garden’s
bones, and water its artery. You can see the importance of rocks and water, the two basic expressive elements
in the gardens of Jingnan. Worshipping rocks and stones is in close connection with landscape gardening in
Jiangnan. The origin of this emotional practice can be traced back to the distant past. Nu Wa was said to have
given the required temper to five—colored rocks and used them to patch up the firmament. Miraculously, the
practice of loving, appreciating and worshipping rocks and stones became unforeseeably prevalent among men
of letters in the Tang and Song Dynasties. The Tang poet Bai Juyi regarded his beloved rocks as his bosom
friends, saving, “I turned my head and asked a pair of rocks if they would keep company with me? The rocks
could not speak but promised me to be my upright, kindhearted and knowledgeable friends.” Niu Sengru
treated his rocks as if they were guests, friends, sages, jade, children and grandchildren. The Song literary men
Su Shi and Mi Fu had strong affection for rocks and stones and worshipped them, considering them to be the
embodiments of high ideals.

Mr.Chen Jingen has greater love for rocks and stones than the ancients. More than 4000 grotesque rocks
and stones of varying sizes from Linbi are kept in the Quietist Reflection Garden. From small stone curios on
the alter tables to the 9.10—meter—high Auspicious Cloud Peak, a huge upright rock valued for its hollows,
scoops and craggy outline, these variform rocks and stones in the garden interestingly vie with one another for
beauty and majesty.

Aided by wise persons from all walks of life, Mr.Chen Jingen, the owner of the garden, edited “The
Quietist Reflection Garden”, a fine picture—book with explanatory remarks and wonderful poems, an explorer
in the traditional Suzhou styles of architecture and the theory and the art of landscape architecture, and one
more contribution to Jiangnan landscape gardening. With both practicality and theoretics, it is indeed a precious
book dealing with Jiangnan landscape garden making.

[’ve been engaged in studies of landscape architecture and gardens for over 60 years. It was rewarding to
read the book in manuscript. 1 daren’t turn down the kind request for an introduction to the book but made
some lengthy remarks for reference, leaving the general public to appreciate and comment upon exquisite

pictures and expositions on their own.

Luo Zhewen
May 2007 at Beijing
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