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Perspectives and sincere feelings in a foreign land

Preface for “Study abroad at Beijing Film Academy”

Beijing Film Academy (BFA) is the largest art college in China
that is specialized in training professionals in artistic creation, theories,
techniques, and management in film industry. BFA is famous for its
broad range of majors, strong experience in teaching, comprehensive
curriculum, scholarly research in art theories, and state —of —the —art
teaching facilities.

Among more than one hundred colleges of film and television arts
and technology worldwide, BFA, the largest in Asia, is one of the best
for its excellence in campus architectural design, scope of education,
variety of disciplines, teaching strength, curriculum design, art creation,
administration, and research. These unique characteristics distinguish
BFA from the rest of the same type of colleges in China.

While the emphasis of education and training at BFA is on the
disciplines of movie production, BFA also conducts research on history,
theory and critique of movies. During the development of BFA, the
school has strengthened its scope of disciplines and education. It has
developed into a college with elite professors and unique teaching
styles.

To enhance the training of the students, BFA is making effort in
the following aspects: maintaining good facilities; improving the quality
of training; establishing solid foundation for students in technology, arts,
knowledge, and theories, so as to ensure that students are not only able
to learn professional skills from textbooks but also able to adapt to so-
ciety, be creative and maintain a long-lasting development.

As the only higher education institute in film arts in China, BFA




has attracted and trained many outstanding domestic and foreign stu-
dents. Besides the opportunities to study professional skills, foreign stu-
dents are also able to improve their Chinese. Gradually, their Chinese
has become more fluent when trying to express their understanding of
China and film arts. From their words, different cultural perspectives of
the world emerge. Furthermore, the distance between BFA and other
nations are being shortened; this facilitates and enhances the interac-
tions between BFA and other countries.

Foreign students at BFA come from a variety of countries. They
have a unique cultural, historical, and ethnical background. As a mem-
ber of the big BFA family, foreign students live in a free, up beating,
and happy environment just as other Chinese students. With their col-
orful dreams and ambitions, these hard working foreign students have
their own characteristics, broad perspectives of life, vivid thinking, and
sensitive feelings. Revealed by their austere, naive and yet deep words,
they present us their sincere love of life and their pursuing of under-
standing of philosophy, arts, nature, history, and culture, etc.

The compilation of “Study abroad at Beijing Film Academy” pro-
vides an opportunity for foreign students of the International School to
present their accomplishments in Chinese. By expressing what they
have observed, thought and felt, foreign students create a platform for
Chinese college students to interact with them as well.

While these foreign students did not use glory words, their articles
present us the sincere and austere aspects of their dreams, thoughts and
ambitions. From their articles, we can tell that they are careful critics of
movies, serious researchers of comparative literature, romantic poets,
and admirers of traditional Chinese culture and history. They are hu-
morous, real, and smart. These lovely students have an abundant and
colorful spiritual world.

Influenced by their different mother languages, foreign students of-
ten use Chinese in surprising ways. Some of their unique usage and
composition of Chinese, while strange sometimes, lead to special effects
-~ presenting a new world out of routines. This gives rise to joy and
surprises. These articles tell us that Chinese characters can be com-

bined in ways we did not know before. By changing the way of thinking,




we can make the usage of Chinese more abundant and complex. More
importantly, the colorful thoughts of these students allow us to take a
glance of their spiritual world and their perspectives of arts.

Many foreign students have finished their studies and went back to
their home countries. They left behind their beautiful articles with broad
and deep thoughts. We miss them. We encourage them to continue
studying and working hard. We also sincerely wish them to be happy
and healthy and to have a wonderful future.

Prof. Zhang HuiJun
Ph. D Supervisor
President

Beijing Film Academy
April, 2007
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