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Intfroduction
F S

These dialogues will make you laugh, make you cry, make you
think, but most of all they will make your English better. They are special
in three ways. First, they have been written by a native speaker who has
had several years experience in China teaching at top universities. They are
full of up-to-date natural expressions used by native speakers, which means
that you will be using the same language that they speak. Second, there is
an emphasis on coll-ocations, phrases and expressions. This is because
two, three, four and even five-word collocations, phrases and expressions

make up a huge percentage of all naturally-occurring text,
spoken or written. Estimates vary, but it is possible that up to
70% of everything we say, hear, read or write is to be found
in some form of fixed expression. Therefore, it is vital to
realise that this is the way we store vocabulary in our lexical

minds. We are more likely to memorise and use phrases
rather than single words. So get 1id of word lists and replace
them with lists of phrases. Third, and most important of all, culture
involves everything we say, do and think, so it’s very important, not only
in our own culture but also when we interact with another culture, that we
develop a culture consciousness. Knowing the differences and allowing for
them is very important when we meet someone from another culture,
whether in their country or our own.

I wish to acknowledge the encouragement and assistance provided by
my publisher Cai Qing. I would like to thank my English majors at Beijing
University of Posts and Telecommunications for their help in road-testing
these dialogues and for making many valuable suggestions. I would specially
like to thank Li Yang for her suggestions on various dialogues. I am truly
grateful for her insight and knowledge of intercultural communication.
Finally I would like to thank Tori Waters-Wang and her husband Wang
Qing for contributing some of the dialogues and to Zhang Mansheng for his
skilled translation and for his ability to transfer my sense of English humour
into Chinese.
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Chapter 1  Love & I |

1 4
Dating B

;gi Background Information [i oy

insesmaetnaky

Humans are emotional creatures created with a vast capacity to
love and to be loved. This need to give and receive love is
fundamental to life. We are born from love in order to love. With
love the impossible is nothing; yet without love nothing is possible.
Love makes the world go round, makes your head spin, makes
your heart beat faster and makes your day. There are no limits to
love. A grandmother can love a baby and a baby can love a
grandmother. An Englishman can love a Chinese girl and a Chinese
boy can love a Korean girl. Love can be timeless, eternal and never
ending. It can also be brief, spontaneous and passing. Love is
cool. Love is hot. But love can never be boring. The eyes sparkle,
the heart flutters and the toes twinkle.
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Dialogue 1

Helen: What’s your opinion about cross-cultural love®7 Would
you ever date a local guy?

Tori: To be honest, I wouldn’t. I don’t find Chinese men
attractive, but not because we are different cultures. I mean,
I'd date someone from another Western country, no problem.
How about you, have you ever dated a foreigner?

H: All the time! I love foreign men! Especially the older ones
because they know how to treat a girl right. Wine her®, dine
her®, buy her romantic gifts. I think foreign men are simply
more romantic than Chinese men.

T: 1 wouldn’t say that’s strictly true, especially nowadays as
China is becoming more open and Westernised. I've met lots
of romantic Chinese men.

H: I know that Chinese men look after you until the wedding but
then once they are married they stop and focus on their career.

T: Yes, I think that’s true. But as I said, I wouldn’t do it because
I don’t really go for. Chinese guys. And I find they don’t go
for me either. Maybe my size puts them off

H: Yes, I've noticed that Western girls are a lot bigger than
Chinese girls.

T: And most Chinese men are smaller than Westerners so they
don’t want to date someone who is taller than they are.

H: Maybe I should introduce you to Yao Ming!

[ @ cross-cultural love: F B2 &, #HEIHE (A BAILRFAEROARMLAE )
%) |
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1. Have you ever dated someone from another country? \

:

2. Who do you think is the most romantic, Chinese or Westerner? Why?ﬁ'v !E

Dialogue 2

Helen: I had a date with an older American man last weekend.

He took me to a beautiful restaurant, we drank expensive
imported wine, and then I went back to his massive, inter-
national apartment, where we had a romantic evening.
Nothing like my local ex-boyfriend, he would take me to a
Chengdu snacks restaurant and buy me a Beijing beer.

Abbey: Exactly! You said it, “expensive”. Maybe your last boy-
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friend wasn’t lacking in the romantic department, he was
lacking in cash. He bought you all he could afford. Your
situation is not about romance, it’'s about money. Anyway,
how does your family feel about you having all of these
foreign boyfriends? Does your mum think they are good
marriage material®?

H: Actually, my mum is very happy with my dating foreign men.
Since China has been open she’s travelled to Australia, where
she always dreamed of going, many times. She hopes that I
find a rich Australian man who will help her to emigrate!
What about you?

A: No way! A traditional Chinese mum would like her daughter
to settle down with a traditional Chinese boy from a good
family , with a good education and a good job.

H: Yeah, and if she has anything to do with it, she’ll choose
him! I'd rather choose my own lover because I love him rather
than it being my parents’ choice.

A: That reminds me of a joke. A boy kept bringing his girlfriends
back home but his mother never approved of them. Finally,
he took home a girlfriend who was just like his mother in
every way.

H: So his parents approved of her and they got married?

A: No! His mother liked her but his father didn’t!

SimmEE
; .
(@ good marriage material: i & 45 #H A )}
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(Questions 2 _.
]
1. Do you like a boyfriend who buys you expensive things? , \
2. Would you marry someone your parents did not approve of? g i E

Dialogue 3

Frank: You don’t see too many East—West‘ couples where the man
is Chinese and the woman is a foreigner.

Nick: But when you do they tend to be married. I know of at
least two Western girls who are married to Chinese and they
seem very happy.

F: Yes, but you do see plenty of East-West couples where the
man is a foreigner and the woman is Chinese.
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N:

F:
N:

And usually the woman is in her thirties. She is either
divorced with a child or is a left girl.

A left girl? What’s that?

They’re called that because they’re left behind and left on the
shelf®| They’re also known by their three H’s—high diploma,
high salary and high age! They’re also known as the three
S’s—single, stuck and born in the seventies!

¢ So because they find it difficult to get a Chinese husband they

turn to Westerners !

: That’s right! Most Chinese men want to marry someone who is

younger than they are and also less educated or at least they
don’t have a higher degree than they do.

¢ You mention divorced women with a child. Why do they go

for® Western men?

: Partly because it’s difficult for them to remarry a Chinese. As

I said before, most Chinese men want to marry a younger girl
and they don’t want a woman with a child because education is
expensive in China.

F: Well, so long as they marry for the right reasons then everyone
is happy.
SREES.
[ @ leave on the shelf: k2 %8, LAEHHEH (ABELLT) ‘
@ go for: ik #, - H4F A /.
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Questions 3

[l Do you know of any western girls dating Chinese men?

2. Do you know any left girls? ﬁ is
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