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About the Author

Shi Jiis an associate professor at the Chinese
Teaching Center of Southwest Jiaotong
University. She has been teaching Chinese
language courses since 1996 including
courses at the Venice University in [taly from
November, 2004 to November, 2006. As an
experienced teacher of Chinese as a foreign

language, she has published a dozen articles.



Guide to Reading

1.People’s Fish (originally written by Su Tong)
describes the changes over twenty years of two
ordinary Chinese families through happenings
related to fish.

2.What Happened in the Park (originally written by
Wang Huaiyu) Depicts the Chinese concept of
"face" through the story of a fight between two
college students.

3.A Spring Evening (originally written by Qiu
Shanshan) reflects the current situations of
white-collar women through a public relations
dinner.

4.Good Morning, Beijing (originally written by Xu
Kun) is the story of a Beijinger receiving relatives
from the countryside reflecting different life
concepts.

5.The Beaunty of Ice and Snow (originally written by
Mo Yan) tells the story of a girl's tragedy in a
small town of northern China.

6.Love Story (originally written by Yu Hua) is the
story of a young couple from the beginning of
their strong affection to the domestic feeling of

their love. .




Preface

It is well-known that reading practice is an effective method to
improve one’ s proficiency in a foreign language. For students
of* Chinese as a foreign language, learning how to read Chi-
nese is an essential and necessary process for getting familiar
with Chinese words. However, to become effectively literate,
one needs to have a command of about 3000 to 5000 Chinese
words. For students of Chinese as a foreign language, getting
acquainted with such a large Chinese vocabulary is quite a
heavy burden. But students are eager to read in Chinese, even
with their limited Chinese vocabulary. The author once taught
Chinese in the Department of Venice University and found
that the students needed some simple Chinese materials to im-
prove their reading ability. Graded Chinese Readers are such
simplified books designed for students of Chinese as a foreign
language. The main purpose of Graded Chinese Readers is to
help students improve their reading comprehension. Graded
Chinese Readers can be useful both inside and outside the

classroom.
Clarity, readability and language practicability are characteris-
tics of the selected short stories and novella. Some are

prize-winning works. The stories describe Chinese people’s
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lives and various social changes that have happened in the last
twenty years in China. Therefore, students of Chinese as a for-
eign language can gain a better knowledge of the everyday life
of Chinese people through some literary works and some im-
portaﬁt contemporary Chinese writers. In order to help readers
have a good comprehension of these works, there is “Guide,to
reading” before each story, and after each reading there are
some questions based on the stories and a brief introduction to

the writers.

The vocabulary of Graded Chinese Reader 1 is limited to

about 2000 Chinese words. This is based on the 1033 Chinese .

words defined as basic yocabulary in the Level A (F £%ia)3L)
of the Chinese Proficiency Test (I i%& 7K ¥ % ik ,HSK), to-
gether with some words from the Level B of HSK basic vo-

cabulary (Z 4 iA)0).

In Graded Chinese Reader 1, the most common words are
used, and appear frequently for students to memorize. In the
book, Chinese sentences are reasonably short, and complex
sentences are avoided. In some cases different sentences are
used to paraphrase more difficult sentences for clarification.
Pinyin is given to the stories so that students can review and
memorize pronunciations of Chinese words and look them up

in a dictionary by themselves. In each story, for some key
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words, difficult words, idioms and difficult sentences, notes
and examples are given at the side of each page. Notes are u-
nique to each story so readers can choose any story to begin to
read without turning to the notes in other stories. In order to
improve listening comprehension of students of Chinese as a
foreign language, CDs in mp3 format are attached to each
book. In addition, the stories are illustrated with pictures,
which can help students understand the stories better. In sum-
mary the aims of Chinese Graded Readers are to reduce the
difficulty of Chinese reading, to enlarge the readers’ vocabu-

lary, and to improve Chinese reading and listening ability.

The author would like to thank College of Foreign Languages
of Southwest Jiaotong University and Sinolingua for their sin-
cere support, Professor Abbiati Magdar of the Chinese Depart-
ment of Venice University for her precious ideas when I pre-
pared for the book , all the Chinese contemporary writers for
their permission to adapt their works in the book, editor Fu
Mei for her constructive suggestions and her sincere help, my
friends Peter Moon and Pat Burrows for their suggestions and
proofreading of the English part of the book. I would like to
thank all of the people who helped me directly or indirectly in
the development of this book.

Chinese Graded Readers are subsidized by the publishing




funds of Southwest Jiaotong University.

Constructive suggestions of Graded Chinese Readers from col-
leagues and Chinese as a foreign language students are sin-
cerely welcome. We hope that Graded Chinese Readers are
helpful to CFL students and readers.

Contact the author at: shiji0612@126.com

Shi Ji
May 6, 2007
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This story describes the changes of Chinese people in terms of ide-
ology since the 1980s through the traditions related to fish. In Chi-
nese language, the pronunciation of “f& (yu, fish)”is the same as
“4k(y)”. “4%”implies “surplus of money”. For this reason, during
Spring Festival in China, people like to say, “May you have fish ev-
ery year. ” Prior to the 1980s, fish was very expensive, and was of-
ten presented as a gift for someone special. People regard fish as the
main dish on the eve of the Chinese New Year. Nowadays fish is
very popular on ordinary people’s dinner table, and people often
order fish in restaurants. This story not only describes the profound
social changes, but also describes changes among personal relation-
ships. Compared with the ever increasing indifference seen in many
human relationships in modern society, the story also reveals the
human kindness of Chinese culture. Through this story of fish,
readers can see how the society and the life of people have changed

over the last twenty years.
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& #: Chinese toon
(a type of plant)

2 B adj. wealthy;
rich
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zdi zhong gud nan fang de yi zud chéng shi li

£ fF BB OFK—E R OWHE,

you yi tido jié jido xidng chtn shu jie  chin jié kudi
A—-&B0N F K W', F TR
yao ddo le  rén men kai shi zhiin béi gud chiin jié
BAT, AMNDTHE & &2 F W
le chin jié shi zhdng gud zui zhong ydo de jié ri

T R TR B B & EMWHH,
chiin jié yi ban shi zdi méi nidn de yi yué hud zhé ér
EV-BEES FMW—-A R FZ
yué guo chiin jié y€ jido gud nién zhong gud rén
H.id & Fdamg £, + B A
gué chiin jié dou xd huan chiyéi  rén men gué chin jié
o FWHE K A AN S FW
xi huanchiya shiyinweihdn zi ya hé ya de
BEXRX A BE I RXNFA"MRKH
fa yin yi yang nidnnidnyduya ting gi 14i jit shi
KE—F,“"F £ A" T EKkHE
nidn nidn yéu ya nidn nidn yéu yi  de yi si
CHEEFR,CF FARATHER
shi nidn nién shéng hudé fi yit  nidn nién ydu gidn

= F £ BEEWMLE E HF &,
nidn nién shéng hué de hdo rén men chin jié x{
OE A& BRI OANMN B YE
huan chiya jit shi yin wei rén men xi wdng 2di xin
R A, RER I ANNF B EH
de yi niGn i  y&u qian xi wang yi nién dou
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