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Unit 1

Text A

Learning a language

Foreign language teachers are interested in how children learn to speak their
native language for a very important reason. They want to find an easy way to
teach adults, as well as children, a second language. This is a very interesting i-
dea. Some teachers believe that adults learn a second language the same way chil-
dren learn their native language. These teachers try to make their students’ lives
similar to the life of a child just learning to speak. They speak only the foreign
language in the classroom. They do not teach the students any rules for using the
language. Most parents don’t teach their children rules for language usage, ei-
ther. They simply tell the child how to say something correctly. Foreign language
teachers using this spoken language method do the same thing. Some students,
however, are not used to this way to learn a second language.

A second method, the rule-learning method sometimes works better with
these students. Some teachers believe that learning a foreign language is different
from learning to speak your native language. They feel that a student must learn
the rules for using the language by memorizing them. The students must practise
saying things and sentences in the language, using the rules correctly.

Some students are very successful with this rule-learning method. They learn
the language quickly and can use it well. They know the rules for using the lan-
guage, and can speak it and understand it, too. For many students this is the
best way to learn a foreign language.

For some students, both of the methods may work. Some teachers use a
combination of the two methods in a class, hopiﬁg that everyone will be able to

learn the language with one method or the other.

[New Words)
native adj. AERY; Ha4HEH
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adult n. AN

similar adj. ALIH, 2BH
usage n. FAE; A

simply adv. {UX

correctly adv. 1ERGHE
rule-learning adj. Z3JFLNH)

[ Phrases & Expressions}

as well as 1, X; Be-e- N eeeeer

be similar to  &eeeee- B

be used to (sth. /doing sth.)  JRF

be able to i, & (= can, LI can B REGEAMIEALRZD)
[Notes]

1

e

one’s native language J: N4~ E 15 8 &5 . AT LUK one’s native tongue B one’s
mother tongue, tongue JEE N “Fk”, WS HA “BEF”, . She wants to

teach you her mother tongue,

... adults learn a second language the same way children learn their native language. a
second language BN “H—MEE”, FHOAIMEMAEERW, R “B—, X7,
the way EE{EFI OB FE BT how R X, FR “BA”, FHEEMT in which,

Exercises

Comprehension of the Text

I. Answer the following questions.

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

What do foreign language teachers want to find?
What do some of the teachers do in the classroom? Do they speak other languages?
What is another method for most of the students to learn a foreign language? Does it

work?

How do some of the teachers teach a foreign language in a class? What do they hope?

How do you learn English now?

Vocabulary

II. Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below. Change the form if neces-

sary.

as well as the way work similar  be used to

successful be able to usage practise be different from
1. Methods of treatment that with one person may not with another.,
2. A gas-stove is an oil-stove.

3. My wife and I have tastes in music.
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A fellow has to look at things in a way.
I'd like to know you learned to master the basic skills within so short a time.
According to modern English , the relative pronoun “that” can be omitted

when it is used as an object in an adjective clause.

7. It is no use trying that method, because it won’t
8. Its theory, ___ its practice, must be revolutionary.
9. The patient was soon _______sit up and read.
10. Most Englishmen ___ meals based on rice.
[l. Fill in the blanks with the words given in the brackets. Change the form if necessary.
1. They were _____ in what was going in the art world. (interest)
2. That sounds ____ , doesn’t it? (interest)
3. 1_____ wish to obtain first-hand information. (simple)
4. Englishis ______ by many people all over the world. (speak)
5. The village is a very ______ place now from what it was when I was a boy. (di-
fference)
6. What chemicals ___ together to make water? (combination)
7. I'm delighted with the _ of our efforts. (successful)
8. Hashethe __ to do the work? (able)
Translation |

IV. Translate the following sentences into English.

1. :
2. BUE—MAUIERBE RiRCEIEF ExE.
3.
4 REFLHEE, HRRAET, AT H, RAEBRDAFIGEME, T H kN

WX ETFIIMEEFRR?

X RGN RAETE SRR,

—UTE,
ARER, HEKRETHIR (go into details) —F7

Reading Passage.

Changes in the English language

English, like all languages, is constantly changing. New words are added, other words

are discarded. No person or group can stop the changing of a language.

How do new words come into the language? One of the ways is to make them out of ma-

terials already in the language. This process is going on right now through the methods of



compounding, shortening, blending and coining.

Compounding This method is very common in English. It involves putting two words
together to make one word. Here are some examples of compound words.

housetop Dream Team bar code toothpicker

Shortening Shortening is also a common way to make new words in English. It involves
dropping pairs of a longer word to form a new one. These shortened forms are new words in

their own right.

Original Words Shortened Words
bicycle bike

airplane plane

gasoline gas

telephone : phone

Blending - A less common but very interesting method of acquiring new words is the

blending of two or more words, or parts of words, to get a new word.

Words Blended Blend
motorist’s hotel motel
smoke and fog smog
breakfast and lunch brunch
television set teleset

Coining Another way that words are made is pure invention, called coining, as a piece
of money is coined from metal. There are many coined words, such as:

space-man clock-radio  black hole cold war

[ New Words]
constantly adv. Z% K, FHH
discard vt. £F, #F
process n. R, HE
compound vt. HE M
shorten wt. 348, 450
blend v. 1B&
coinvt. BlE » HEH, &M
common adj. F#EH, EHEH
involve vt. WE&; WX
code n. {85%; B#
toothpicker n. F4&
dropv. % F, BT n 1§
formv. BB n R, B
original adj. BHIN), BEK
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gasoline n. 53

acquire vt. K13, BI§, EF|

motorist 7. FIREMRITHIA, BEIREBA

smog n. {H%FE

brunch n. B4

in one’s own right EARGKLE (FkE, KRES

Exercise

Choose the best answer for each of the following sentences.

1. How many ways to make new words are mentioned in the passage?
A. One, B. Two. C. Three. D. Four.

2. Which method involves putting two words.together to make one word?
A, Compounding. B. Shortening.
C. Blending. D. Coining.

3. According to the passage, which of the following words is the original word of the
shortened word “maths”?
A. Manufacture. B. Mathematics.
C. Management. D. Mathematical.

4, In paragraph 5, what does the word “acquire” mean?
A. To make. B. To borrow. C. To get. D. To guess.

5. After reading the passage, can you give some examples of new words of compoun-
ding, shortening, blending and coining? Here are some of the examples- which may

give you some help.

Compounding Shortening Blending Coining

hometown exam medicare mini-car
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Text B

How to be a successful language learner?

“Learning a language is easy. Even a child can do it!”

Most adults who are learning a second language would disagree with this
statement., For them, learning a language is a very difficult task. They need
hundreds of hours of study and practice, and even this will not guarantee success
for every adult language learner. ‘

Language learning is different from other kinds of learning. Some people
who are very intelligent and successful in their fields find it difficult to succeed in
language learning. Conversely, some people who are successful language learners
find it difficult to succeed in other fields.

Language teachers often offer advice to language learners: “Read as much as

9 &« LiVe

you can in the new language. ” “Practice speaking the language every day.
with people who speak the language. ” “Don’t translate, try to think in the new
language. ” “Learn as a child would learn; play with the language. ”

But what does a successful language learner do? Language learning research
shows that successful language learners are similar in many ways.

First of all, successful language learners are independent learners. They do
not depend on the book or the teacher; they discover their own way to learn the
language. Instead of waiting for the teacher to explain, they try to find the pat-
terns and the rules for themselves. They are good guessers who look for clues and
form their own conclusions. When they guess wrong, they guess again. They try
to learn from their mistakes.

Successful language learning is active learning. Therefore, successful learners do
not wait for a chance to use the language; they look for such a chance. They find
people who speak the language and they ask these people to correct them when
they make a mistake. They will try anything to communicate., They are not afraid
to repeat what they hear or to say strange things. They are willing to make mis-
takes and try again. When communication is difficult, they can accept information

that is inexact or incomplete. It is more important for them to learn to think in
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the language than to know the meaning of every word.

Finally, successful language learners are learners with a purpose. They want
to learn the language because they are interested in the language and the people
who speak it. It is necessary for them to learn the language in order to communi-
cate with these people and to learn from them. They find it easy to practice using
the language regularly because they want to learn ‘with it.

What kind of language learner are you? If you are af*successful language
learner, you have probably been learning independently, actively, and purpose-
fully. On the other hand, if your language learning has been less than successful,

you might do well to try some of the techniques outlined above.

[New Words]
successful adj. MINH
disagree vi. (with) Hl:, RRE; R—8, R
statement n. B, PRk
guarantee n. fRUE, #HIE, #E
intelligent adj. EREHAY, BAETHY
conversely adv. HHZHb
independent adj. M3LHI, HEHK
pattern n. &, #X, HX; A, BAR
\ guesser n. FEMH
clue n. 28R, &K~
conclusion n. £, S
communicate vi. i, W, KPR o ik, G
communication n. B, ZH; &£3E; [pL ) BREKR, ETLHE
inexact adj. ANUEHEKI, AIEFAK
| incomplete adj. N5EEH
| regularly adv. 57, L% #h, EiiH ‘
purposefully adv. HHKM, EEH
1 ' technique n. HA; £15, F4
i
|

outline we. Hi#f, RUBEXR »n BIEE; KW, #H
[Phrases & Expressions}

disagree with He+---- B, A—%

first of all 46, H—

depend on fKifi, #KEE; Koo MOE

be willing to BE&E, £&

be interested in  Xfeee+-- R
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on the other hand H—KFTH

Exercises

Comprehension of the Text

I. Choose the best answer for each of the following sentences.

L.

A successful language learner must

A. be very intélligent

B. depend on a good book or teacher

C. try always to speak correctly

D. try to learn the new language independently, actively, and purposely
Which of the following would most probably not be a piece of advice offered by a lan-
guage teacher? .

A. Never guess the meaning of a word.

B. Don’t translate — try to think in the new language.

C. Find every chance to speak the language.

D. Read as much as possible in the new language.

The expression “play with the language” in Para. 4 means to

A. learn the language to play with a child

B. learn the language from a child

C. learn the language in a more natural way

D. use the language as a toy

According to Para. 7, thinking in the language is more important than knowing the
meaning of the every word of the language. Why?

A. Knowing the meaning of every word is useless.

B. Thinking in the language is easier than knowing the meaning of every word.
C. Knowing the meaning of every word requires more time.

D. When thinking in the language, you are using the language in an active way.

5. The word “techniques” in the last line of the text can not be replaced by
A. methods B. skills C. tools D. reasons
Vocabulary

1. Fill in the blanks with the suitable words from the list given below.

1. _

statement therefore intelligent similar regularly outline

instead of conversely more than inexact incomplete clue

technique communicate

fewer mistakes, there were more in his writing,

2. It rained, the game was called off.
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3. Just because they make ___ money I do, they think they can be so proud.
4. You aren’t boring me. ___, I find what you say most interesting.
5. Many examples of ____ translation were found in this book.
6. He is learning the _of painting.
7. The railway bridge is by bright electric lights.
8. We can _____ with people in most parts of the world by telephone,
9. He __ visited her in the afternoon.

10. Have any ____ been found that can help the police find the thief?

11. His power of making ____ decisions surprised us all.

12. The teacher asked her students to finish the __ sentences.

13. The two plans are ______ but not the same,

14.” The president is to makea ____ tomorrow.

Translation

. Translate the following sentences into English.
1. BISERM, BShHEFFIEET ST EAFRZLL.
2. BEFIR—MEDINEST, EFIFENEHA—NESERES.
3. BIMEKWHRINHIET I ERERARAN.
4. (I RAEEE —TIMNEREMER .
5. XIBIRFHBRIMATFEGFZH ERME N,

Reading Passage

Language

When we want to tell other people what we think, we can do it not only with the help of
words, but also in many other ways. For instance, we sometimes move our heads up and
down when we want to say “yes” and we move our heads from side to side when we want to
say “no”. People who can neither hear nor speak (that is, deaf and dumb people) talk to
each other with the help of their fingers. People who do not understand each other’s lan-
guage have to do the same, The following story shows how they sometimes do it.

An Englishman who could not speak Italian was once traveling in Italy. One day he en-
tered a restaurant and sat down at a table. When the waiter came, the Englishman opened
his mouth, put his fingers in it, took them out again and moved his lips. In this way he
meant to say, “Bring me something to eat. ” The waiter soon brought him a cup of tea. The

Englishman shook his head and the waiter understood that he didn’t want tea, so he took it



