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Preface

My several “little friends” (please for-
give me to call them this way, the reason is
they were all born after 1950 and are twenty
to thirty years younger than me) are in their
best age now, and they all have some titles.
They work pretty well and they also love
doing research -about old Beijing. Old
Beijing, for me, refers to the Beijing with
the gate and the wall. These little friends,
nobody knows why, are crazy about the
“old” charm of old Beijing although they
never have life experiences in the period
before the People’ s Republic of China
founded. In spare time, they look for old
books and old periodicals everywhere; they
visit alive parties and professionals, and do
the fieldwork. They would like to spend
money to buy some old things they need
and like, so that they can get to know the
past from many aspects. As a result, a
dimensional and true old Beijing is built up

in their own mind. Through these

experiences, not only has their knowledge
increased but also their appeal and ability to
appreciate have been improved. Moreover,
they get happiness and satisfaction from it,
so their lives are more rich and high-
standard.

These little friends are also Lao She’ s
fans. They know Lao She’s literature very
well, and know about himself as well. When
they talk about Mr. Lao She, they can never
stop, just like counting their family treasures.
Some people are even influenced by the
language of Lao She’ s articles that they
have started their own writing. The article
segments they wrote might be individual,
event, or local condition and custom, might
be novel that adapted from Lao She’ s
works or might be articles in other genres.
No matter what kind of articles they are,
they all keep a typical humor by using
Beijing language, which make the Beijing

culture characteristics continuing, and also



add more culture factors to the: modern
society that Beijing should has.

In the drama Dragon and Snake on the
Earth which is about the War Against
Japanese, Mr. Lao She wrote, “Every. group
of people have their own living way on
spirit and substance aspects. If we call this
culture, nearly everything including
education, ethics, and proprieties are in-
cluded in the culture. The extension of
culture is very wide and changeable. ” He
also said, “When culture is dead, our na-
tion must be slaves.” In the present society,
there are few such middle aged people, but
their hobbies and their writings are needed
for the development of the society. Thé old
things remained after selection and elimi-
nation will keep the wonderful culturelegacy
in the world forever when they are re-
viewed in the present view in the new
society environment.

The efforts these little friends have made

get confirmed and gain respect. They have
written a set of books about “old Beijing”
in their spare time. When you read their
articles, you will go through past and present,
and find new things through old things. You
can see, feel, and taste the old Beijing, so
that you can feel the goodness of Beijing
and be proud of it. Although afew details in
the books lack more well—khit proof, it
won’ t influence the keynote and emotion
these books have expressed. When we taste
a delicious meal, we care about the color,
smell, and flavor, don’ t we? When you
read this set of books, is it true that you can
also taste the color, smell, and flavor of old

Beijing?

Shu Ji
(The Elder Daughter of Famous Writer
Lao She)
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Fayuan Temple
South End of Jiaozi Hutong, Outer Xuanwumen Gate

O FE##5%%B%¥F Fayuan Temple with a History more than One Thousand Year
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Fayuan Temple, located in the south end of
Jiaozi Hutong outer Xuanwumen, is one of the
oldest temple in Beijing. It was established in
696, and has a long history of more than 1300
years. In 645, one of Chinese greatest feudal
rulers, Emperor Taizong of Tang Dynasty, fought
a war of conquest against the ancient Korea.
After the war, Emperor Taizong issued the order
of the construction of the temple to commemo-
rate the soldiers that died in this war, however,

the construction failed for many reason until 696,
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[] #3338 The Origin of Buddhism Truth

Emperor Wu Zetian finished it and wrote the
name Minzhong Temple which means the temple
was for the soldiers died for the country. In Ming
Dynasty, the name of the temple was changed to
Chongfu Temple(the temple of praying for
felicity) after repaired. In Qing Dynasty, there
were many Buddhist activities performed here
and then the temple was given the name Fayuan

Temple,which means the temple is the orgin of
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The Great and Magnificent Temple of Fayuan Temple

hd

Buddhism truth,by Emperor Yongzheng and re-
built by Emperor Qianlong.

Fayuan Temple,which faces south with a
rectangular,six-hiberarchy architecture style,is
of Chinese traditional style,and there are an cen-
tral axis with such symmetrical parts as the Gate,
Bell & Drum Tower,Heaven-king Hall, Minzhong
Shrine, Jingye Hall,Dabei Altar, Archive Pavilion,
and hundreds of monk’ s hut on both east and
west sides.

From a long distance, tourists could see at the
first sight the great Gate with the powerful callig-
raphy “Fayuan Temple”. Two big white marble
lions keeping the two sides of the gate make the
ancient temple more mysterious. At the end of
the steps, the Heaven-king Temple is between
the Bell Tower and Drum Tower. The Budai
Monk is worshipped in the Heaven-king Hall,
Weituo (person in the Buddism Story) seated
behind him and four bronzed Heaven-kings stand-
ing along the two sides.

The Great and Magnificent Hall, the central
architecture of the second yard, is also the typical
main building of Fayuan Temple. The great
building faces south with five houses from east to
west and three from south to north. In the center
of the Great and Magnificent Hall, the calligra-
phy “The Origin of Buddhism Truth” is hung
over three statuaries which are the precious reli-
gion arts,and there are some gild mudded Bud-
dha statue in the hall, which are curiosity in
Beijing. The eighteen arhats are placed on the two
sides and the long history of this temple is re-
corded on the six monuments of Ming and Qing

Dynasties outside the Great and Magnificent Hall.
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The Kwan-yin Pavilion is the main building of
the third yard. Its name came from the well-
sculpted Kwan-yin statue with 11 faces and 32
hands in the pavilion. It’ s recorded that the
pavilion was rebuilt by the Governor of Youzhou
City, Li Kuangwei, in 893,based on the relic of
Kwan-yin,and was called Minzhong Shrine.
Besides,there are some inscriptions and stone-
carved Buddhas from Tang to Qing Dynasties on
the frontispiece which offer valuable informa-
tion about the history for Youzhou City and the
Temple.

The fourth yard is Jingye Hall, in which the
dagoba of the famous monk of Tang Dynasty
Xuanzhuang should be worshipped here.
However, in the last century, the previous dagoba
was stolen and is still missing until now. In 1979,
the Chinese government repaired the hall and
presented all the Buddhist books that Monk
Xuanzhuang translated and other religious items
here in order to show the achievement that Monk
Xuanzhuang made.

The Dabei Altar standing the north and facing
the south, with the width of five-room, depth of
three-room, the presentation showroom of all the
Buddhist culture relics is the fifth yard. Some
important culture relics includes the sandal with
calligraphy of the Emperor Kangxi, Cuncheng
(means the survival city), on the roof beam and
valuable Buddhist books, three cloisonne pago-
das made in Qing Dynasty.

The last yard is a pavilion with the width of
five-room and deepth of three-room. Beside all
the previous books and documents, there is still

a huge gild wooden Bedding Buddha with 7.4
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meters high, inferior to the Bedding Buddha of
the Fragrnant Mountain.It’ s transported from
the East Bedding-Buddha Temple outer
Chongwenmen and the Buddha rests his head on
the béck of the lucky beast,lively and kindly.
There are many old rare trees planted in the old
courtyard,such as the old pine of Tang Dynasty
in front of the Great and Magnificent Hall,the
Arborvitae,Chinese Juniper, Chinese Scholar-
tree of Song Dynasty. After hundreds of years
they are flourishing as ever and the huge green
crown of a Gingkgo tree in front of Achieve
Pavilion, with a histoty of hundreds of years,
shades most of the yard. Moreover,the cloves of
Fayuan temple was famous in Beijing City in
Ming and Qing Dynasties.There held some poet
sessions and literators wquld assembly here and

there when it was spring.The hospitable abbot
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would provide vegetable dish and entertain celebs,

enjoying the cloves and writing poems.

Fayuan Temple and the Upheaval in
Jingkang of Southern Song Dynasty
In the first year of Jingkang of Southern Song
Dynasty, the King of Jin Dynasty launched a war
toward Southern Song Dynasty and occupied the
capital of Southern Song, Bianjing. The Emperor
of Song Qinzong surrendered and was taken to
Jin as hostage. The next year,Jin supported the
capitulant, Zhang Bongchang,who set up a new
puppet regime of Chu. On April 1st,the Jin army
withdrawed to the north,taking Emperor
Qingzong and Huizong of Southern Song
Dynasty,royal clans,officials and thousands of
costful books. This event was called Upheaval in
Jingkang in history, and Fayuan Temple was the

[J#9#4 Minzhong Shrine in Fayuan Temple
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