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Introduction

The Dahaisi Temple, located in the town of Xingyang, Zhengzhou,
rose in the Northern Dynasties, reached its high tide in the Tang Dynasty,
and waned after the Northern Song Dynasty. A group of Bhuddist
statues were discovered at the site of the Dahaisi Temple in 1976. More
than forty statues were unearthed and many of them are now collected
in Zhengzhou Museum. Most of the sculptures are all-in-one circular
figures, which contain Buddha images, Bodhisattva images, Bodhisattva
head images, Arhat images, and so on. Especially, the figures of
Bodhisattva and Bodhisattva head are the majority and from which one
can sense their highest artistic level.

The sculptures were carved over a long span of time, starting in the
period of the Northern Wei Dynasty(A.D.386-534) and continuing down
to the Northern Song period (A.D.960-1127). Eight of them have exact
dates from their inscriptions, the earliest being 525 A.D.of the Northern
Wei Dynasty and the latest 1081 A.D. in the Northern Song Dynasty.
Others were carved with the exact dates of the middle and late Tang
Dynasty.

More than 30 of the sculptures are the paragon for their highly

skilled and freshness character, which were made during the middle and
late period of the Tang Dynasty. Among them, the figures of Bodhisattva
are the most wonderfully created. They feature facial expressions that
are vivid and beautiful. They have the passion of art and the accuracy
of literature. Thanks to the high level of the complexity and importance
of the Dahaisi Temple sculptures, they have been attracting domestic
and international experts of art and archaeology for further research and
preservation. They, no wonder, provide formidable physical evidence for
the studies of Bhuddism history of China and in addition, art history of
the world.

This book is the first of its kind that is dedicated to introduce the
Dabhaisi Temple figures to the public. It contains pictures and descriptions
of many of the typical pieces. Through it we can fully explore, enj oy and
appreciate the art and soul of these wonderful artworks.
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